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CRUELTY TO CHILDREN 


| chapter 1,« Introduction 

The purpose of this thesis is: to make a study of 
penthdren with normal and superior intelligence quotients cared 
‘for by the Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children, The records were chosen only on the basis of the 
intelligence quotient indicated in the children who were tested 
‘from a small group of recent cases which the supervisor had 

| collected from the agents, forty-one were chosen at random for 
| study, Most of the examinations were made at the Judge Baker 


Guidance Center or at the Boston Psychopathic Hospital while 


The purpose of the records presented here is to give 
Teme picture of the child's background, his intelligence 
pemietient, his social situation, and the plan made for him, 

. any given moment is the product of both the environment 
Wana the Native ability. Such tests may bring out certain 
"aspects of the child's personality and social adjustability 


j; and to what end the child is using his intelligence. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive _ 
in 2016 with funding from | 
Boston Library Consortium Member i | 


————————— 
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pter II, Mental Tests 


It has been said by F.L,Wells that mental testing is 


mental measurement made for the deg eas of directing human 


ustment to life, The i pega > division deals with certain 


SS what the aie: ikea wegnlar level will be, High intelligence 


ror itt 


fis ave guarantee of mental balance but if a certain degree of 


As 4 


| quality ere ee by the a aalegy tests is not present, one 


Rhaerigtency. In evaluating the intelligence tests one must take 
© finto consideration the individual personality, his character, 
and environment, 

These tests have been fond useful in schools for the 


_Jetessitication of pupils, in considering the capacity of the 
foupit: in problems of adjustment because of failure to do 
_ pStecessfully part or all of the work of the school, in education, 
fan Be cAace, vocational guidance, applied to delinquents, and 
S a means a studying the interrelationship of mental traits 
4 land of tivestigating mental types, They show that children of 
 Tsuperior anterl igence May be below the school grade warranted by. 


[tee intellectual level, 


An investigation at stantord University, when making aj] 


Bape of the influence of environment on the intelligence of 


~ 
° 


| 


Revi Tb eeraN of the best vata environment to intelligend 


s apparently about. twenty I. Qa points, or Lese..2. The least 


y Ppp Lec 
cultures, Least stimulating kind of American home environment 
+} ¥ - 


4 


r depress the T. a. as much as twenty I.QqQ. points, ‘But situa- 


tions as Soxt rene as ‘ila occur only once or twice in a thou- 

re OUDBOs a ‘ty 

; md times in Ame rican conmunit ies, *» It was stated in Garth's 
aaeten kre 

“Race Paychology" eb: “heredity is & force in the determinatior | 


§ oF) Bates ability ‘by tas wide of which all athas factors are 
By eee | 
i awe arfed ag comparison," It is evident that there are different 


, ee. 
La 


7 co 


hs m oy 


er 


R, "Race ’syehology", p.84 _ | 
on Paychology", p. 84 
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? ; Pale 4 a Tf Af i 
Pee na OB ath lie +i yer } 
PAN te ae wa ; 
— oo ee 
SETS oThe-Ugsaaahuaet tatso eet y- for the Prevention of 
_ Chil dvemd  shil<rs oe ce 
Oh thoce bagel yore ‘Mie fx 


Eance the kde ia aha here are ase Gener have bee 
Bided by the .3.P.0, o., it tetent be interesting to know 


me Brice: about res apes y whieh is * private, charitable 
a, hgh > dae a 1878 Cader: vine feneral Laws, mye 
peek gin Oe cnieatee interest in the abuses | to which 
pea exponed By + the intemperance, ervelty, or cup ae 
‘p iy a ec em and to help the ‘enforcement of exist- | 
Slave, eri te feel escuure needed Peeiel ation. and for 

red Work." - ties as stated in the handbook of this 


he. re fe; 


jety are ‘to prevent physical abuse and injury, to prevent 
wpe L RCH, tiie 
ffering by children from want of proper physical care, to 
pravate, >: nah 

rotect children ehh moral Di ane to protect chil dren 
BiSo0cie! a7 tee. ‘ “6 

om Bem Supp ORY and desertion by their parents, to provide 
ars wv". Yr ‘fer 

juitable guardians for children of infit ps etaety to prosecute 
4 -eTage 

fenders against children, to use ite knowledge and experience 


* 


shaping legislation ena. “aah ies public opinion to the end 
ar re t : 
t child abuse and degradation may be eliminated, to secure 

x vanel Pi ao 

‘ps0 far as possible for every ‘hil d throughout the Common- 
Rare tt ay ; ' , 

GH heal th, ‘happiness, education, and character denied it 

; + . he Tapio > 

j through Gieounatances, ale the rehabilitation of the childts. 
io pga vy ‘amelter anc te * | 
home to. the point 7eare it-is a safe and aul tatie ahs in 

; v at poe 9a} 4 ¥ee ul Aol Stee ; » - | 
which. the child may be reered, to save the home for aps ehilda, | 
i lek rte af. avantiosed, Chi ‘ | 
. e children helped are the abused, neglected, those living in } 
Pa C And Zoe Dre ote | seule Sigh 
esome or degrading environment, or hose personal rights | 


—— ————_- ~ —_ — 
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| are being violated, In general, the society is concerned with | 
| abused and neglected children where there is culpability on the! 
part of those legally responsible for their welfare, 
These children may be referred in various ways and 
may be cared for according to the way that seems most suitable, 
| The great majority of these children remain in their own homes; 
some of the feeble-minded and delinquents are committed to 
State institutions; certain neglected children whose parents 
} seem.to be beyond the hope of redemption are committed to the 
| state or Placed with private child-placing institutions; some 


of them are cared for temporarily in the shelter of the gPCcc, 


) The» children may be reférred to the organization by the schools 


| the police, the court, hospitals, other agencies, both public 


| and private, relatives, neighbors, interested citizens, ete, 

| The Society is primarily concerned with children under sixteen 
years who are suffering from cruelty, abuse, or neglect, or are 

) Living in a degenerate environment and where there is culpabili 

| on the part of their parents or others legally responsible for 

| their eare and custody. It also deals with children whose 

| Personal rights are being violated or thived bende by anyone, The 

| word "cruelty", therefore, needs the broadest interpretation, 

The Temporary Home of this organization provides 

temporary shelter and care for children whose immediate removal 
is necessary, Padtawes of extreme neglect or abuse or when de- | 

serted or abandoned, Children who are victims of criminal | 


assault and abuse are often placed in this shelter by court 
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| Jjorder for their protection, Many children are admitted.on vol- 
luntary application, so that they may be studied by experts at aoe 
tpital and clinics, “Some of these have to be built up physically 
ibefore necessary surgical operations can be performed, The 

_ Boston School Committee furnished the Home a public school 
|teacher while the schools are in session, and provides a play- | 
ground instructor during the summer’recess, Before entering | 
|the Home all children receive a thorough physical examination | 
boy oné of the staff physicians, Health problems are directly 


junder them, 
| 


| 
neglected children were reported to the MSPCC during that year 


According to the report for 1937 more abused and 


than any Other during its history, Physical neglect was the 


jleading element of disorder in 3,382 instances, consisting of 


| 


lbad housing, undernourishment,; filth, vermin, etc. Broken 
Febus's were also a factor 2,487 times as well as intemperance, 
i s 


ce 
The workers reported an increase on mothers who were drinking 


in public places, In 1,099 families, the moral standards were 


: 

: 

) 

dks low and degemeracy so common that children were being con- 
| 


|}taminated, There were 852 instances of delinquency, associated 
) 


|largely with broken homes or low moral standards in the homes, 


| The problems of 696 unmarried mothers were brought to the agenc 
; 


| 


land in many instances the Society was able to secure an admission 
Por adjudication of paternity and support from the fathers of the 


‘children, Physical cruelty appeared 339 times. 226 young girls 


were the victims of degenerate men in immoral episodes, There 
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: jwere ninety instances of indecent assault, and fifty-one of un- 
|natural acts, Feeble-mindedness appeared in 319 homes, and in- 
Be feanity in 212 instances was a disturbing factor in that number 
| jot families, It appears that 810 children were found to be in 
serious need of medical or surgical treatment, In 1,663 homes 
Jeonaitions were so serious that court action, the Society's 
Jlast resort, Was undertaken, Figures show that By 631 children 
| we re protected by this means, Other charitable agencies} public 
lana private, reported 1,449 children indicating clearly that 
Ry I this Society is almost the last resort in social service, We 
| find that 1,304 problems were referred by relatives or immediate 


|members of the family, Requests for service came from individualls 
|1,070 times, The police called upon the agency 776 times, and 
jo72 Cases were reported by the schools, while judges or other 
‘court officials referred 509 problems, 


| These statements give a view of the work of the 
IMs co; In the cases to be presented many of these problems 
_jWall, appear, - The intelligence quotients of these children 
rary from ninety to one hundred and thirty, The records give 
ie Picture of the child's background, the se iice ts og. the? git ua- 
It ion, and what was done about the condition, There are facts 
regarding the father's and mother's background, the kind of 
home life, the school report, health conditions, physical and 


| 
peered conditions, the problem, and the solution, 
\ 
1 
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_ Chapter Iv, Case Histories 


a |Case 2e eptek 


: 
F, 


Dick, born’in 1919, is the younger of two children, 


| 
| 


|Brother born in 1913, A complaint was received that Dick wes 


} 


ltaving with a maternal aunt, but had not been entered in school, 
Formerly he lived with the complainant's niece who received no | 
support and asked that the boy be removed, The boy was a full 
jorphan, The teacher reported that Dick was a nice boy, doing 
w200d work, Matemal grandparents took the boy when mother died 
[avout six months after his birth, Maternal grandfather supported 
Ini untit a year before when death caused them to break up house 
bebesihic: Dick boarded in the House of P, where he was unhappy 
jand the place was considered unsuitable, He boarded until 1931 
eeen a family who were forced at that time to break up the home 
‘Néz account of financial difficulties, In the present home the 
3 lerandmother receives five dollars a week from the OPW. Matemal | 
jjeousin is out of work and the husband of the maternal aunt is | 

ldead, It seemed impossible to keep Dick antes the financial | 
Pebhattions improved, This was a Protestant family. Maternal 
levénanétner has tried to place the boy, but he is opposed to 
Ibeing taken, Grandmother has heard of unfortunate treatment 
lreceived in the State homes, The relatives would keep the boy 
iif suitable opportunity arose, Father came from Cuba, worked as 
BeOS or adhe and as a shipping office employee where he was 
ben skte sda a capable young man, Unsuccessful attempts have been 


| 
made to locate him, 
| 


fuk oy 


ae, 


. 


afi steoel av shag 


rue 


Dick is in the fifth grade, has always liked school, 


Isaid he. generally got "A's",. .He would like to stay where he is 


Mbut since he has been in so many homes, he would not mind trying 


ja new home, He works doing errands in the store, He is a small 


quiet, rather mature-talking boy who appeared to the agent as 


jbeing very bright but frail physically. The home, though not in 


la. good district, was weil furnished and well-taken care of; the 


ap baad appeared to be substantial people of good type who 
eave the boy good. care... Neighbors stated that the boy seemed 


lacking vitality but was bright, likeable, with good manners and 


Bienen, A short time before,the grandmother appeared at the 


chureh asking that Dick be placed for life, Application was 


jreferred to the CHS who understood that it was active with the 


DCG and practically declined to do anything. School reports 


jeave Dick's I.Q. as 108, When application was made to the CAA 


in 1920 there had been a question of Dick's legitimacy. Also 


Ja half-sister, born in 1908, was possibly illegitimate anda 


half-brother, born in 1911 by mother's first Marriage, In 1929 


the school said that Dick was a good,likeable boy but a dreamer 


fand rather frail. His school record then was rather poor and 


the people with whom he lived showed no interest in his school 


work, The DCG record on the matermal aunt showed a history of 


pilepsy and immoral ity. In 1931 the child had been Placed by 


ithe DCG, but the maternal grandmother refused to let the boy go 


to the State, so he was left with relatives, 


One year later the principal. of the school reported 
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| bat ‘Dick was being kept and fed by a neighbor since the materna 


ay ‘perandmother and the aunt could no longer care for him, The boy 


me 


lepplied for entrance to the Trade School but was refused because 


> 


‘Whe or relatives did not submit the required data. Principal 
jsaid the boy Was miserable, and felt as if he had no réal ‘home, 


= : 
jDick was especially bright, courteous, and likeable, Now in 


ho SOs Te 


ithe sixth grade and next year might go to Farm and Trade School, 


_ 


Mee OO 


af neighbor had become attached to the boy and was proud of his 


<— 


marks in school; he called her "mother", This neighbor did not 


see how they could afford to keep the boy, Maternal aunt would 


ta la 
ots” 


not consider taking the boy, but finally a friend of the boarding 


7 2 


) nother agreed to take Dick with a view to possible adoption, 


1She had one girl of fourteen and an excellent home with zood. 


Bey 


i 
pincome, but a week later maternal aunt finally consented to take 


— A 4) oe —_——s # 


Bre 4 
ithe boy, In her home he would get excellent physical care and 


i 9 


|be able to remain in the same school. The boy said he was get- 
[ting along all right, and was pees to be with relatives, 

mE «: The problem in this case is that of an orphan who is 
| without anyone to take an interest in him or give him a good 
Bsc. Among the relatives were cases of ee and immorality. 
| when this boy received adequate physical care, and some attention 
| for himself, he seemed to improve a great deal, 


| 


I Case 2, Alfred 


| ‘Alfred Was referred to the BCH because he had been place 


| out in several private foster homes by the HDCC in whose custod 
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The nad been placed but ran away from each, The Juvenile Court 
was planning to place him in the custody of the maternal uncle 

Bin, Rhode Island if it seemed advisable, 

» ere Father was born in 1886 in Lithuania, was Catholic; moth 

| r too was born in Lithuania in 1891, Father was the easy- 

DP heeans type, "inclined .to be lazy, and a dhe heavy drinker, There 
were four children, . In 1929 the police reported that father, 

_ unemployed, was conducting an idle and disorderly house and the 
_— Ienizaren were neglected, The agent who investigated found 
conditions frightful and apparently had been so for:a long time, 
fon January 11,1929 the children were adjudicated neglected and 
placed in the care and custody of the HDCC, Father was found 
guilty of keeping an idle and disorderly house, and neglecting 


ite family and sentenced to six months in the House of Correction, 


but as this was a suspended sentence father was put on probation 


Three months later he was arrested by the police, charged with 


Aa 


assault and battery with intent ts kill mother, He was held for 


Gfand Jury but discharged when it returned mW vOETL! 


On dis- 


| 
la 
| 
|| charge father was surrendered for violating the terms of probe- 
[tion and committed to jail where he served six months, 
pet Although Alfred was Placed in private homes of different 
: fami ies the child ws found to be hard to manage, He kept run- 
a In ing away continually. It was always thought that the boy was 
, 


fhomesick and each time he went away he tried to retum to his 


pe home. This wag also the reason the boy gave for running 
| ao 


away, Father's whereabouts was unknowm until he applied at the 


vhoteut: 
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renite Court for the return of the children, Father had not 
|worked for four ears, according to his own story, and had 
a 


Wp managed to get a living’ for himself and for mother by selling 
| 


ip Liquors, but later when this proved a losing proposition he had | 


Hi A 
tig 


}to depend on friends for sustenance, ‘At present he was doing 

¢ ‘jobs, The city refused him aid, The sateen uncle with 
bh the court was thinkime of placing Alfred was anxious to have 
L iithe s boy. The house ‘was neat, clean, and the family financially 


i 
able to care for Alfred; the uncle was: highly recommended in 


ene community, 

- io "The report of the BPH in 1932 on Alfred, age eleven, 
Bose on the Psychometric test to have a mental age of eleven 
years eleven months and@ an I,Q. of 101 which seemed representa- | 
i We, He should beable to keep up with the chilliren in his 

| Mica g: ‘in school without great difficulty, The boy said that the 
fe ternal uncle was kind end ‘thrifty with a child of Alfred's own 
oda e there, Father states that the child is eager to go to the 
uncle's home, Apparently the boy had difficulty in adjusting in 
* || the various home s in which he had been Placed or else the home 


| } i mot°of the type suitable for him,, If he goes to the uncle's 


es effort be made to stimulate his interest to break 
his run away habit, 

9 )s S40 In May'the boy was placed by the Juvenile Court’ with 
| |the uniéle, Here he seemed to Be well cared’for and happy, and 


[fond of His’ boy-cougin who was about the’ same age. At school 


aeie to adjust to: the different studies, but i$ seemed as. iff 


roa be cole tof this by the end of the year, His deportment 


-wery good; he was also adjusting well in the uncle's home,, 
ie. , 
Broo A year later the boy was making passing grades in 


eon. He had made a good adjustment in the new home, was 
ay ; 


veered, to stay with the uncle, In June,1936 Alfred had left 


jl, worked,and then joined the CCC, Aunt stated that he was 


‘a, 


Po pnterested, in school. though the school reported. that» he 


ad been getting. a high C average.. Allhad made a good adjustmen 
j , 
}thesaunt and uncle hoped to take the other children eventually, 


ih * >>), The probkem here seems to be one of a boy, who kept 
|e aning away because he. was Pre ae) See where he was, and had 
adequate home. or parents of his ow. When he was placed with 
a who were interested in him, where he could feel that 
belonged to someone who was interested in him, he was well 
and happy, and did well an school, In this placement: where he 
nade @ good adjustment, he was happy and preferred 44. 4@ his 


1 home, 
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5. Jerry 


» Jerny was referred to the BPH by the MSPCC. because of 


‘, Qa 
> 


3 


phe SRS 


| hig amugual appearance, end «tions, and in anattempt to decide 
| oor 

— he had any talent-to play the violin in which 
b Wasgreatl y interested, Several were interested in his wel- 


a ——— 


fell cared for, and happy. He saw his parents now and then. but | 


= aa, 
ai The fanily had been known ih ite SPcc for twelve years 
it was. ‘reported that the father was associating with a womad 


A} 
we r bain his wife, and had taken the children to live with thid 


, 
1 


-y He wasaslo drinking, Investigation’ at that, time revealed 


eglect. The agency was =1lso ‘concégned with the lid fe of 


Was elso the.petition of nullity brought on the part of the 
¢ which us allowed and in which the SPCC had a part, Wine 
before. this.Jerry was brought to the attention of the sPCa: 
the children were being placed with the CWD asthe father 
aoe been given custody was taken sick, At that time the 
isedies been closed, At this time it was reopened eee 
dss aint that the whole family was in poor physical condi- 
Weion, the oldest girl becoming delinquent. The girl had been 


i Dn ; an 
seen at theBPH because of masturbation and sex delinquencies 


pnd was found to have an IQ of_103.. The father was drinking 
fend abusive to motherjand the children, Jerry after examination 
pod beer found undernourished and was kept at the N,#. Home for 
ttle Wanderers for one month where he made ewlas improvement, 
Bema: the center of disturbance while ake ‘3 he was one.of the 
jest and brightest boys in the home, He was always thinking 
a Be eseentse and leading it, He was not. mean or sullen according 
tothe appearance he affected, but didstrike out readily and 
Jouoply ideas tor mischief, his activity for from suggesting any 


berious physical Condition, ..He.had been seen at the BPH nine 


— 
Zs | 
ee 
=e ] 
. 


ae children as the: mother and father got a divorde. 


ee 


ae 


oP ate 


ud ape eee 


* 
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Tt, 
dul 


ee Jerry's father, a mari of forty-eight, seemed a nice 


sh edie man who had drunk considerably in the past, though 


Rican e 25 ' th ; | 

tage de ta ‘wae wot 96 fb vaiiite | 
| 
| 
} 


re was no evidence of recent drinking, He had been reported 
@busive to mother who was frightened to take action against i 
te, “A few wyears before he had algo been ‘on probation for shoot- 

: Sa revolver, He Was unemployed for over a year and can not wrk P 


att om trade as shoemaker because of a broken finger, The 


hich he recéived was szent on the down payment on a double 


1, 50 he was afterward refused ‘aid, and felt very discouraged. 
) Wed ne ‘to the-report from thé hospital ‘the diagndsis ‘was - 

ate -. prychosis. He had deserted mother because he thought | 
@ Wes guilty of iierabbity end was charged with conetcrtind é2 we: 

ic 0 derly house, ‘ . 1 

| tas weiner Mea one son by her first-marriage, and had the 

id “marriage Before the divorce had been final, -The agency had 

, 1d mother cooperative, In the past she hac been forced to 

euthex: in ito “eourt for non=cvpport and cruel and abusive | | 

al 


ything and*they would get alone smoothly for a short time; 


x hone recat years they have apparently been able to get alone 


ea in’ the financial situation; She has 
r ry n forced to work &t whatever Was available; Mother is a fairl] 
dod! Housekeeper and manarer, elthough she eppears “worn out and 


| = oft ‘though che always: has. a smile, 


F + i 
ee os Among the children in the fomily-are a son seen at the 


—-——— --— - ——_ — 


atment, but * generally at the last ‘moment would refuse’ to do | 
| 


ee Wee 


tol te 8 henone aE ia0t 
dghode . (tesg. ode ak YSdoneb tec | 
tf) beds og hs need Sit oF ie el 

tratepe nobMe s¥st ot benerdgshat te 


-toone tot notin Sotg no nese oat he oa 


Ygnw Jon lags Oia taey > <evo 207 $y igmeree 
eat euntt aefotd « +o sexveped. % 


idiro® s° mo baamyag mwoh iad te) Shoge: A 


eservdants (ter vis® bus td hesetot 


ei it oe aere 
Srink sont 6d Savened * sertdon hetren sie ad Piooonies nf seta 


dipubinuhaon Mtin Esdusde naw fms me TO 


- ae seaitor ee. 


»Osw aftr ostall- eds) Ietiotst ste ced 


if yoregea ‘eff, \ lent? noed Sah eozovia sl ai ial y 


( ee) 
of hesrut ceed beti sie. dasg et? ie whidwiagdco a aa 


bag Leutoy Sri thogqadsnt a ae Wahine ta + cecal man 


wv 
a 
b 
\ 
r 
~ 
, 


ter Show tesenom t) 45 9a? Te yeeeeeewan eer: 


.omb? vrort set y Iizn9= “cas GRR Rites vote brew ante 
roils fen of efds meet.» [tn ia OS Wate prtiven, Creoex 


sd? wnolyeutin dsbetecs* Sey eee eee Tee vo. wage # 
2 gh ves OM geltedis pina, 2a ee owes seems? te 
taow opments ets day tq a Seem hist 


,. one ai 4 PA. ae eked ist ot et tga . 


$32 $a Ydiie™ eevee eines ody vt 


+ 
« 


i 45) 
: 


Le: io who. had ei: we Q. "OT. 1095 ébethen son 
fan at the BPH Readice of sex misconcuct,;masturbation, and | 
eis was found. te ive ane T.Q.) ofe1L5, Ae girl: attended: con- 
ation schoo ome Gurthe: theMiest eur worked as a mother's 
ir After finishing school she was anxious to get work in a] 
q ‘ ‘but was not successaful. Ite was reported that. sHe had 

e delinquent) and her medical» examination revealed some 
x Emile oneuct, She stated that whem she had been about eee 
, a ‘been attacked by ean obd man,Her psrents had éaendivecgetes 
oe Netetha teeit wie hailey Veli: dnd tee te great deal. of help] 
| shoe house. She was quite discouraged because ghe could 
iq the clothing that the other girls had, and frequently 


a her parents for this, Another boy had been seen at this 


. eimine yeors: before because of sex misconduct and obscene lon#- 


ge » and was found to have an IQ. of 96. The physical condi- — 
hed the home were fair, and the home wos situated in a 

@ section of the town, 

— This boy was found to have 2 normal development and in 

; Eaeth grade his marks had been. B's and C's, According to 

@ school teacher he had never been a problem in school. He 

: average work for the mechanics arfs group which he is in; 
‘ecules - aad jis to, be a violin player.» It appears that at 
be time he went to a concert, heard a young violinist, and was | 
. mip re oo that he has talked and thought about nothing else 


Hate (@ polite,;likeable. ehild most appealing in every 


wah 


- 


—— Txt Of Mein» de showed @ Pleasant paid omer, very 
bert, and showed good poise. Physically he was in beginning 


escence and, was developing into adulthood, He was better 


1 average intellectually and should make his mark, The 
rt suggested that he be tried out before a musician to 
shis talent in music as the tests could not be depended 
n wholly, 

f & » Although the problem her was primarily oneof deciding 
»the boy hat) any musical talent, still there is to found 
aaa the father who was immoral, abusive, 
ohol ic, and uniempl 6 yed; He had detotows mother of being : 
ithful in her pecond marriage before their divorce, Mother 
rked jax) to help carry the family along, and seemed to 
good housekeeper in her home in a good section of the town, 
f children in this family had been behavior problems and 
pre in sex difficulties. 


ca 3 4, Mack 
| ™. Mack is an only child living with his parents who for- 
erly lived luxuriously and the boy was cared for dui ae ciel The 
ee grandfather was. elso in the home, During the past few 
Ts of financial stress, the family has been forced to move 
Feisenaine: Place, They have been put out of various Places 


ie of unpaid rent, Father would not allow his son» to attend 


{ 
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a@tgrade, The problem came to the attention of the spac 
pres an anonymous message was” received that Mack*was notin‘ 

J senor; sandawas livingrunder*abwormal tonditions, ~Recdntly the 
| yehad\ Seen found with his dogeinside the hotel refrigerator 
dw lere, the boy was getting food; when caughtoiteseemed as if the 
| ; were reall y-hungry. erMother»was,said.to have »stayed in bed all 
[eeatialiened: constant quarreling with father. Since mother re- 

. | fused to bet «the ‘SPCCeagent sentery ‘ameglect complaint was made | 
ij inttne Juvenile Court; but when the officers went “to get mothér, 
| |} shemhad dissppeared, eamaect « won 

a § taker. She Atesthook Mack wasnthoughtrto be acbright) ‘but emers 
: | rows china, who found it: ddfficul te tosadjus tito ° ‘the school 

| regime, kept Wis thand@e sino constant ‘motion; sand had poor “soncen- 
| tration, One day he tol Qealistorytof father's ‘threatening ‘t6r 

| xian hig dog; endétharodt wae westery of *waking®* in the nicht, 

md 4 itining © parent witheacrevolver beriding over the “Other, *"The 

| scnoor thoughteit ‘was better for him to Pe pea tthe sé tond ‘grade | 
fs Spereenen hemo Vearowas Aan gry tat 'this..t’He wage removed "from 
wcheg! eimathe ‘first > gofethe’ year in Novemberrbécause ‘he seemed. 

. | torbe tia. a.great edealne: y We dmould os 

re qe: he bad Bathen, forty-five .years of cge, was born in Boston, 
a  alWwaysibived comfortably withehas parents anda ‘brother, hove 


| He saad hea ttendediarvard tandBo ston Uwtiive FS ity, odna ithéw ford 


Af 


————— 
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| | 
‘aia well, until he went into bankruptcy. “ather is alcoholic, 
has been married twice, and has been sued for separation and 


support, 


Mother was born in England and thirty-seven years of 


through the regular schools and attended two years of secretari 


i 
1 


school, After that she was engaged to a man who was s0 jealous 


| 
| 
| 


ieee she was afraid of him and came to the United States in 1922 


) Here she worked for years as secretary to a friend of father's, 


| 
-elent secretary. She seemed apprehensive that the boy would be 


Mother is said to have been very attractive, charming, an effi- 


_ taken. She has thought of going to work but no one would employ 


| ! 
| her because of her poor clothing and since she is so fat. 
‘ 


The family has moved so often, spending their money 


when they had any; they both say they got on well enough when 


andering, he beat her and left. When she went to court, he 


had money. In 1929 when mother objected to father's phil- 
| 


— resent it. Mother seems to have an ambivalent feeling 


| toward father. Father says mother is irresponsible, wnreason- 


i always finding fault, and impossible not to quarrel with, 


Mother could not see why any one should call Mack neglected, 


'for he had always been well cared for, 


| 
! 
| 


The boy is reticent, appears loyal to his family, thougl 
possibly he had been coached, and revealed little of his feelin 
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| i ial : 


| the boy seems to have been well nourished and happy as an infant 


He is in need of a tonsil and adenoid operation, but father 


| wished to wait wntil he could afford the Sest care, Mack is 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


friendly, gregarious,active, and loves bo romp with his dog, 


| 
| Mother says he keeps busy all the time, that he likes to 
i 3 

whittle,draw,paint, and is a great reader even of the newspapers, 


In the testperiod at the clinic he was cooperative, 
showed marked powers of concentration for his age. He was not 
restless, seemed well poised, and rather old in his waysas 
though he had been much with adults, He spoke in a normal 


fashion of play interests, and talked much aout his dog. He 


says he does not like school, but has gone very irregularly, He 


seems resourceful in finding amusement. His mental capacity was 


high average with an I.Q. of 105, In a number of tests he was 


| above average, and showed a comprehension of reading, language 


scale,memory for ideas, and some sort of manual art. Spelling 


' and arithmetic were poor in marked contraet to the reading 


ability. On the surface the boy showed no past emotional pro- 
blem but he was on the defensive. The conditions of the home 
are miserably bad. To help the situation it would seem ad- 

visable to try a gradual process of finding the boy's attitude 


about the family and placement, He also needs physical care, 


' It seemed doubtful about how much could be accomplished with 


the parents,especially father who seemed not able to face 
reality well. According to the psychologist the boy probably 


became discouraged and certainly is capable of taking third 
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“grade work, In his Major subjects the boy is about everage in 


| 
| his group level, Plane were made for the boy to go away for 


j te summer, but he was not wllowed to go, 

Five months later motherwas in the hospital, and felt 
‘to be a mental case, Father and Mack were living in an aparte- 
‘ment together under the supervision of a minister's wife who too 


i 
‘excellent care of them. According to a report of the agency 


father's first wife committed suicide because of father's action 


A few days later mother was in the MGH in a state of semi-coma 


—_——- - 
—_——— 


| which was superinduced by verinol and luminol poisoning, as 
bes as the alcoholic condition, She was diagnosed as acute 


polymetus. The hospital physician said she should not be re- 
turned to her husband who probably furnished these opiates, The 
boy was placed at this time by the court with a maternal aunt 


who hed two sons of fifteen and seventeen, ,er husband had a ) 


steady job and they wereWilling to assume the obligation, She 
seemed to be sane and sensible, Mack was attracted to her and 

| was delighted to go with her, Here the boy was happy,making a 
remarkable general development. He did well in school, and was 
| no problem in the home, Father was oie to make payments | 
put did not do this regularly. Six months later mother was 


better; she and gather were together again, The boy was 


In this instance we find a boy of parents who were 


| Placed by the Church Home Society. 
{ 


| formerly financiallyadequate, but now the parents had no 


interest in the boy , and were giving him very little care. IN 
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the home were poor physical conditions, and alcoholism, Partly 


because of the frequent moving and many absences the boy had 
| mot done well in school. In this po@r environment there was a 
lack of training, lack or adequate parental relationships, 


insecurity and instability. 


Case 5, Frank 
Frank is the oldest of four children living alone with 


father, Mother was committed to the insane hospital and is in > 


the State Hospital with a diagnosis of dementie praecox, paranoit 


form,prognosis poor,but physical condition good. The younger 
siblings are two girls of thirteen and ten and a boy of eight 
Placed a year before in an Italien Home for children through 
the SPCC and the court against father's wishes because of 


| 
: 
! 


Physical neglect. The house had been found to be very dirty, 
father sleeping on the floor, and the family receiving aid, nl 


case was heard several times, the last time the boy being given 


to the care and custody of the father who saw absolutely no | 


problem with the boy or any reason why anyone Should be dis- | | 


turbed about him, According to the CCB record father never 


married mother because he had a wife in Italy. 


Frank is fourteen in the eighth grade. Sister was 


exceptionally bright in school. The boy Was very pale, his 
hair was falling out, and he seemed in need of medical care, Th 


school visit showed quite a change in the boy's attitude be- | 


. ginning about a year before, Up to thet time he had had an | 
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| ost0621 out scholarship and a pleasing personality , but he had 
! 


‘become indifferent, ragged, and inattentive, Occassionally in 


| class he would burst out into hysterical laughter for no apparen 


| reason, 


In looking at his heredity it is to be seen that mother 


ig diagnosed dementia praecox, Father is weported alcoholic, 


oT parents were illiterate, hig father being a merchant. 


‘oad made sacrifices to get an education as a mechanic at a 


| school and in an arsenal at Naples. He says he had no regular 


| job in the United States, but has received no aid because he has 
|been supported by Italian friends, He is extremely peculiar a 
|aecording to all the agencies who have had any contact with him, 


| 
| He is absorbed in an invention of a machine for perpetual 
motion. When seen he was not at all connected in statements, 
and on the whole his story was considered unreliable, In 


appearance he was dirty, somewhat ragged,rather wnusual looking. 


out of work when father met her, She was born in Danzig, was 


: 
: He came to the Uniited States in 1911, Mother was a housekeeper 
| 
f 


illiterate in English, and was described by father as being a 
\ goon and loving mother, Father knows of no insanity in her 


| comin y. At one time previously father told CC that he did not 
i 


van to marry mother because he could not trust her with men, 
While the story told was rather disconnected, it seemed that 
‘father left mother and the two youngest children in New York 
ana came to the vicinity of Boston with the boy and a girl to 


| 


‘look for work, After three months he returned to find that his 
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wife had been sent to the insane asylum, and the children 


evidently placed in foster homes until father arrived. In 
Boston where they lived rent free the relationship between father 
and landlady was uncertain, In the present apartment the boy sleeps 
with father. The housekeeping is extremely poor, the place 
filthy and barely furnished, Father claims to do he cooking 
himself. Father speaks of mother with affection and is appar- 
ently fond of the children although he has taken no active 
interest in them, Father has never had a confidential relation 
ship with the boy and believes it is nota father's duty; the 
boy kisses father s hand. Any sexual knowledge is inhibited 
by the strictness of the home, Father claims it is never 
necessary to discipline the child, and definitely does not want 
the boy to leave him. The CCB feels that the child may be 


afraid of father because of his sternness, Frank speaks of 
father's peculiarities which are evidently quite extreme and 
disturbing. Father sleeps little, is restless nights, which 
must affect the boy's hours and sleeping conditions. Father 
is completely absorbed in his invention and this is the only 
common topic with the boy, Frank has made Little adjustment 
and feels a sense of obligation to father and a duty not to go 
from him, Apparently he has shut his mother from his thoughts, 
and shows little emotional feeling about the siblings. 

When speaking of his personality father says the boy 
is kind,helpful,very affectionate, generous,never impertinent, 


or disobedient,always calm, He has noticed no physical or 
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| other changes in the boy in the past year or two. He claims th 


| the boy is happy,honest, truthful, end in good health, He is | 


devoted to his dog which he takes everywhere, 


serious but friendly,very rapid in response, markedly lacking 
in affect, being complacent and self-satisfied even when the 
responses were totally inadequate, In the second interview 
the boy was quiet, seemed very shut-in,vague,found it difficult 


to talk,had a worried expression, and showed some anxiety in 


| 

; 

During the test period at the JBGC Frank was rather 
| discussing life situations. He acknowledged daydreaming some- 
| what, especially in classes he did not like. He showed little | 
pseaiehs into the fact that the school wrk was wnsatisfactory. 
‘8 boy does not get on well with boys in the neighborhood, 
for he feels that they are teasing him, He is interested in 
art and shopwork, has few interests outside the home, goes on 
errands for ned ghee and has little social activity. He giveg 
the picture of at least a schizoid personality possibly to be 


regarded as psychotic. His mental showed although the school 


reports him above average a year ago, he now grades on tests 


there are no inconsistencies in the tests, the boy's general 


peculiarities may nevertheless affect the results, The main 


peculiarity in the test findings is the fact that the boy's 
emotional tones seem not consistent with the intellectual 


} 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| as much retarded, in the border zone of mental defect, While 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| responses, He did well on the manual tests, largely because of 


rapidity, though the performance was not planful, It is an 
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interesting question whether the boy has deteriorated or has 


forgotten his work which here is only fourth grade arithmetic, 


| though the spelling and reading are much better, 
In the discussion it was brought out that the boy has 


| 


, been living under unwholesome circumstances, Quite aside from 


this the boy shows a very definite biological condition, Father 
has evidently tried to keep the boy closely attached and 
“soparenthy given him a feeling that it is his duty to stay 
| with him so that now the boy shows a feeling of guilt at the 
thought of leaving him, 

A month later Frank was received at the MGH for three 


{ 
| weeks study. In the psychological testing he was fownd to have 
| an I.Q. of 105 with the best success in visual end auditory 

‘ 

|! 


memory and poorest work in mathematics and reasoning. He was fair 


ly happy, complained of no nervousness or tenseness, No paranoid 
| trend,seeing of visions or hearing of voices. No phobias or 


physical complaints. The patient professes to get along very 
: well at home, but admitted some of father's mannerisms made 


| him a little nervous, but seemed to prefer staying with father, 


normal at present and school difficulties might have been due 


to actual intellectual limits rather than emotional disturbances 


| At the conclusion it was felt that the patient was essentially 
| 
| 
Work along special lines m ight soon be advisable, It was felt 


| that father was not a very good influence, At court it was 


| decided that the boy should remain at home until the end of the 


| school year with special instruction in mathematics. Seven months 
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‘later he was still at home where there were better physical 


| 
| 


} 
| 
‘eonditions. 
This youngster was receiving inadequate care at home 


with his father while mother was in the state hospital. Father 
! 


‘had had a hard time during his youth and was in turn very 
strict with his son, carrying over some of his Old World ideas, 


While the father seemed not to be interested in the boy or to 


be taking very good care of him, he objected when anyone made 


ja charge that the boy was neglected, The boy seemed to have 
received little encouragement at home in his school work or 
in anything he did, The boy did not have any affection which 
re needed or happy home life, 


Case 6, Ralph 


Ralph is thirteen years of age,white, of an American 


1 


Protestant family and in the seventh grade. The mother first 


came to the SPCC because of father's abuse, but did not wish the 


society to become active, A year later she returned claiming 


that father was brutal; all were living in fear and she had 


committed an “unpardonable sin", She was considered on the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


verge of a psychosis, There was also considerable financial 


i\difficulty, MOther agreed to a hospital visit, but later said 


ijfather would not allow her to go. After that she jumped out of 


|window, committing suicide, Both mother and son had been con- 
tinuously in a nervous condition . The teacher of the school 


oie that Ralph was wellebehaved, and had skipped a grade, It 
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was thought that the parents were interested in the boy's progress 


at school. Because of his cardiac condtion, he was not permitted 


to climb stairs. At the hospital just before death mother said 


‘she did not want to talk very much because she was afraid it 


might be used against her and claimed father had forbidden her to 


gay anything. Father now considered it necessary to study the 

| personality of the boy and the prospective foster home. Origi- 

| nally he felt the boy should be at the Psychopathic for obsere 
vation, but later decided he was not mentally ill to the extent 

| that special care was mheend He hoped the boy could be treturmeg 


; as soon as he could have a housekeeper, 


: Ralph is fearful of doctors and is wnable to live 
| peacably with father since the death of his mother; he believes 


bbictve responsible for this and father blames maternal relatives 


|for influencing the boy against him, While the boy shows no 


great vindictiveness toward father, he does not care whether he 


ia sees him again. Ralph has been planning to run away for t 


| Past year claiming to have five hundred dollars in a chest in 


_the basement Father says that the boy has talked about suicide,| 


hos has had a capricious appetite, temper tantrums, broods, throws 


1 


ag around, appeared to be rebellious and disobedient, very 


sensitive, and resents father's having made statements about 


the maternal relatives having been insane. He is addicted bo 


! 
moods, is unable to get along with children of his ow age, and 


| does not play with them, 


The family history shows that father was born in New 


BS 


raomg &. ‘vod ont cl beteqspeat iddaiade eat) ele 
prdimred son asw ef fot thros onibtao abd to oouaned *sliatidets tal Bey 


i Be 
: 
. 


: 
q 
‘| 


biee tedtom diaeb eroted tout iasiagom eds 24 erkete cmt fo ot wr 
$+: blhatts es¥ of sevaoed dovm {IST Niet of tmaw von. bib ote | y 

dt ted nebbidrot bed tedtat benis io bas ved tentase beae od) ‘tofgtan | aaa 
edt ybuse of ‘yrsaeonen $i betebieues wom tediet wpubdigaes ae || A 


etgizO » oma rt cateot evitosqectq ed? te yod ed? to cit oncereg | a 
© | ve 


eteedo rot sidseqontoyed odd ta 90 blwode yoe act Piet on- v tinal ye 
tnetxs edd of L128 yilatnem tom est 90 bebiosbh total sud aobtey | 
ciutet od Bivoo yod sat heqod sh. pein paw eteo Sctooga tads | b: 
ss eeqeeieevod 2 seed Sireo sd as s008 en 

evil ot sidem et baa etotooeb 10 jutape? et dgie® | 
eevetisd ef ;xedsom eld to iieeb ef¢ sonte tedzet isin. ¢ desea ; 
bevide fet Lenmretem netie id reteset Sas eis? tot eidieanotest rodta% 


on ewots yod eft eltdW - .mia tentewe yoo eds poionewital tot i. 


én tedtenw exao ton esoh on -tediet brawos epenmevisioibaiy teety 


dis tot yews mrt of gaians ig need nasi dqist .chags old esses teve 


tid 


teed> a at etalioh berbava svit ovead of gatmials 1904 teaqg a 


bexie? acd yod ent. ded? ayse, temiat jnemesad edt 


ebitok s gwods 


sword .sbeotd ,emuniag? 1 scamot ,aticveqqsesotoitges & bad esd. of 


ytev ,tnetbedesi® his exoiiledex of of betaeqgs ,avots egaidt 


t:odg afcemetate ebham paivad e redteat ginoset basa ,evitienes 


o¢ betotbbs eb ob  eaeent nosed yetved esrija let facrtetam, oft 


td to nerhiido dtiw gaele fe_ oF sidum at ,eboomi 


is ,936 V6 


med? d¢tw galiq tom seob 


well ot ovod sew setitet tends ode ytotaid yiiast eat 


ooo ———— oom 


| . | 29 


i. and has h ad several years of unemployment, He now has steady 


! mployment under civil service. When seen he appeared to be 


eatly dressed, used good English, seemed rather intelligent, and 
gave the impression at the same time of being quite helpless and 


ineffectual. There were frequently tears in his eyes when he 


| agaike of mother, At one time father was quite fanatical in 
‘religion with mother, but later became interested in young 
| 


people's activities in another church, He is interested in 


Inada, photography, and building ship models. There is no know - 


| 


Ledge of any improper habits or court record, Father's relation 


ito his son is rather negative. The parents used to protect the 
voy against each other to prevent punishment, Father is now 
lover-protective and sometimes extends this so far as to stop 
medical examinations or any social treatment because Ralph is 
being excited. He felt first that the petient had been mentally 
41 because of his religion. He felt too that mother and her 
Diiieious leader had caused the boy to think of him as a repre- 
pve tative of the devil, 

| Mother was said to have been neurotic for the past | 
eight years. Because she seemed to have so much wrong with her | 
phytoary, she went from one hospital to another, but the 
(doctors told her there was nothing the matter. About the time 
tm neurotic condition became serious mother had had a gall 
bladder operation and father had had to move which was the first 


tine mother had been separated from the maternal grandmother who 


\dominated her and on whom she was very dependent, If SHS wew 
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state she was unable to make friends so she returned home and 


} 2 } 
‘became attached to an highly emotional religious sect. The church 


taught her that father was only a source of material needs for 
= and during the last two years of her life mother refused to 
| have physical relations with him, She masturbated and considered 
this an wnforgiveable sin. Father said two of mother's sisters 


were insane. Father believed mother had too strong an unfluence 


on the boy. As she always took the boy to church, he had wite- 


nessed many emotional scenes in one of which mother had ona 
‘Ralph also shared his mother's bed after she refused to sleep 

with father, Father for most of the marital difficulties iain a 
I the maternal grandmother who lived with them during most of thei) 


jmarried life until she dies; she continually interfered and was 


| 
pentye afraid that mother would become pregnant. | 
| 


Ralph had never been out of the home for any length of 


time until the previous summer when he was wih cousins for a few 


weeks, but then he found himself unable to adjust. At the time 


ay other church, The responsibility of rearing the child had 
| 


not been borne by either parent for a long time. In telling of 


his development father said that Ralph was seven weeks premature 
and was not expected t live for a few days, He was breast fed 


! 

| 

| 

tee long by his mother who had been influenced by the prior 
death of a voy child, The patient had a hemie operation at the | 


! 

| 

| age of four. Teeth came late but several at a time. Three ates 
i 


| ago he had a rheumatic heart condition and has had various other 


————————————————eeeeeeeee 


30 


ant 

bs om if Sears sst ode Of rbot tein of agi ti 
mio eT Jtoen guotgt ier Intot + oa: Yat as, oF = 
tot sbeea Isiretem Yo sori or sy ino! i etter teat tod 
ad bees ter todtom ett i tech to eteey ows ‘tes f exit ante ae 
ms besebtends bate betadt deem sae wid Aviv a0! te Lo: Jeoleyta) * 
| atetate etredtom 20 owt bisa redtat jake jeidsevi gi otam” ae 
eosion S1eu oa ghotte co? fed rot¢om! bovel Led todta% ae ny 
otiw bait” a ,dowruio of yod ent soot avawie veda eA woo odd of 
betats? had ‘teddom mo idw to eno ni eensoe isco? Some ¥ tem bee al 
qeoin of beevtet eda tesla bed e'yerttom eid betede os fe agt | 

aettaid eels wolttrs |‘ ieiliam edd Yo Jaom TO? reget tedttel® «ors 
dtodd "Yo teom gatrhb moth Atiw hevi ls onw: rectonb aarp iairt esau vas] 
eee bus betetrotat yIisentinod es igeth ode Ifpav stit bere | 
.fmmgetd shooed Ivow tedtom teas Stetts ey aw ie | 
to dignet yas trot emo edt to two need Tever ban te fat ' 7: 
yet 2 10% enieando diw esw ed nose T Sauk ® ewolvyetg oat Iiing vate 
emis eft tA .tewth ba of e idan tLeamts brvot 4c meds Sud exsow |. 
ot on fom bluow ed tedt ted bestmorq ed adaed a redtom aia to 
bed biido edt eniteer to etiitdtancgsst eat lotmdo redso vaal 
to goliies al .emts gaol « Tot tnetaqg tedeie yd emrod need dom 
tania eXeew nevee eaw dgish sad? bisa rentat Snemqoleveb eid 
bet teserd saw oh .eyeh wen ¢ «or evit @ peo edae” O8R esw Sas | 
| solsq edt vd beonsu ital nesed bent omw tect¢ou eld yd gaol, oot | 
ledt te solteteqe piemad ¢ Das task tag eit .bfido yod sg to'diesh! 
yaoy setiht- .sattd @ da Ietevesn Jud asal mss feet Lago to 43s | 
redto suottery hed par bre notiibasd diese ot tami edts s bat esi ops | 


illnesses, As a result he is very apprehensive about his physi- 
cal condition, He entered kindergarten at six,but was absent a 
Eoeeat deal during the first few years with constant colds and 
other illnesses, He repeated the sixth grade, He is very high 
strung and recently his routine has been very irregular, The 
boy's associations have usually been younger children, He is 
said to be unpopular with boys of his ow age, Generally he sp 


spends his time pretty much alone, He is interested in stamps, 


antiques, and coins. He resents authority and interference of 
any kind with his plans. 
At the conference Ralph gave the impression of 

being normally energetic, quickly responsive. He seemed to have 

a good many interests, showed no signs of being withdrawing or 

onely, but of course has been handicapped by physical conditiong 
The boy seems most extraordinary on the emotional side, talks 
iin a fussy way of hig many experiences which would seem naturall 


o have been extremely traumatic. He has developed a self-pro- 


psiet ive me chaniigm in his emotional life; he speaks of letting 


om that affected his mother so deeply roll off his back, 
Decided intellectual ambitions appeared, He was very frank an 
discussing intimate problems, concerning health,mother's suicide, 
and sex life without evidence of disturbnace or tension, While 
he was inclined to be over-persistent, he seemed to enjoy the 
ental tasks, and was altogether responsive and pleasant. Physic 
e was a peculiar-looking fellow with delicate features. He is in| 


tne seventh grade but has moved about a great deal, The voy was 
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| placed with the CAA who agreed to be responsible for placing 


‘and all the expenses of care, Since father wanted to placed 


! 
| the boy with relatives he was given the chance to do so, but 


could turn to the CAA for assistante. 
Theproblem in this case seems to be that of a boy who 
had too close an attachmentto his mother and an inadequate 


relationship with father after mother's death, Mother had been 


|meurotie and had a strong influence over the boy. The boy seem- 


| running around with women, father was said to have been asked 


ed to have no particular interest in h is home or in children 
of his om age. Many of his experiences seemed to have been 
traumatic, The boy needed to be in a home where he could form 


normal relationships and get recreation, 


Case 7.Billie 

Billie, born in 1927, was referred to the BPH because he 
had been placed with a matemal aunt, but some otherolan was 
probably going to be necessary because the boy was difficult 
to handle, The case was known to the SPCC for a month, It was 
referred because of alleged neglect of the boy by the father, 


The latter was said to be drinking and having women in the home 


| over night. In 1923 the boy was considered on the edge of St, 


Vitus' dance and had been treated twice for anemia, 


Father was born in 1901 in Massachusetts, Atfer the 


death of his wife,due to his alleged misbehavior, drinking, and 


to leave the neighborhood, He moved to another section of he 


city with his three children where he had an apartment and was 
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supposed to have entertained women again . During this time he 
was aided by the OPW. Because of complaints father was investi- 
| gated many times, and as a result moved again. When father lef 
| the city the children were taken by maternal relatives who took 
care of them without compensation, Their home s were in good 
neighborhoods, adequately furnished, neat and clean in appear- 
ance, Little was known about the paternal relatives, Mother, 
born in 1901, died in 1954; this was her second marriage. Her 


first husband had died six months after the marriage, The othe 
children were a boy bom in 1924 and a boy born in 1927, 


It was impossible to obtain detailed history of the 
boy's personal history because of mother's death, but there was 
| 


a full term pregnancy, instrumental delivery, The child walked 


health during pregnancy was rather poor. Billie was treated of 
and on for anemis. The boy's behavior in schoo] was only fair, 


at about fourteen months, talked at about two years, but his 
He did not seem able to get along with his playmates, His work 


| in the third grade was considered fair, According to the mater 
nal aunt he was found to be difficult to control, He had temper 


tantrums often and desired his own way and this wag due probabl 

| to the amount of freedom which the boy was allowed with his 

father, Brother stated that often they were not fed once a day, 
The BPH report stated that Billie,age eight, was a 

| pleasant appearing boy who seemed to have a nice personality 
| and a good mind, His behavior difficulties seemed to be the 


\ 
| result of a poor environment, During the last few months the 
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patient had had quite a struggle for existence which made him 
welcome his home with his uncle, Examinegw was unable to de- 
termine any evidence of morbid ideas, The psychometric examina 
tion showed a mental age of eight years eight months with an 
I.Q. of 106. Uncle said the patient had shown more affection 
in his home than on previous occassions, The boy responded to 
this in a pleasing manner, There was no evidence of behavior 
difficulty noted, Since the family wished to keep the patient 


and he was satisfied wihh the arrangement, report suggested no 


change. 


A month later a complaint was made that the boy was 

too difficult to control in addition to the aunt's own four 

children, She stated hat ever since the boy had been with her 

he had failed to obey, had started fights with other children 

and had gone off without letting her know where he was going. 

She wanted the boy placed for a year, If at the end of that 

time he was improved in behavior she would be gald to take him 

back, After this the boy was taken by the CWD for placement. 
The problem in this instance seems to be that of a 

semi-orphan who had a father who was alcoholic, immoral, and 


not interested in the children, This had been mother's second 


marriage, The boy was doing only fair work in school, and not 


getting along very well with other children, In his aunt's 
home he was not able to get along. His behavior difficulties 


seemed to be the result of a poor environment and his struggle 


for existence, 
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| Case 8 Willian 


William is the older of two children of parents who have 


| separated, The boy lives with an unmarried maternal aunt. His 

/ sister, age twelve, is two years younger. The family was referre 
| 

Om the SPcc for advice about securing the guardianship and gett 


support from the parents who contribute nothing, The aunt has 


om the boy difficult to control, and tells of his taking 

| money from her purse and his sister, The boy has recently bee-n 
(defiant toward the maternal aunt, one day going away for several 
hours when she was expecting to take him for a walk, Aunt gave 
| but he spent it all, telling the teacher he had lost the fee, 

| Mother and father are alcoholic and mother is immoral. 
| Father ig a mechanic, and has been in the Army and Navy. He als 
has a court record for nonesupport,never lived up to he court 


order,a record of transportation of liquor, neglect of family, 


He has lived apart from mother many years, Little is know of 


“hin but he seems indifferent to the welfare of the children, | 
| there is strong antipathy between him and the maternal mudhiced 
| we and mother first lived with the paternal grandparents after 
stags: Mother has had various jobs as maid and waitress. she 
| early chose a life of sexual irregularity, undesirable compan- 


ions, and heavy drinking. She is in poor health; was the young=- 
| 


est in the family and probably spoiled. The maternal aunt, the 


oldest of mother s family, has assumed the responsibility of the 


children; she is a capable woman who earns her living by making» 
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ties; she gives the impression of kindliness and warmth, though 
she seems helpless in William's defiance, 

Mother had the bildren until shortly after the girl 
was born, then they were boarded in various homes for a year or 
so, When William was four years old mother disappeared for abou 
four years with both childre, When William was eight the aunt 
first took them to live with her, “ccassionally mother would 
take them away in a sudden desire to look after them; then she 
would disappear in a few weeks leaving the chilHren in a room 


ing house uncared for, 


The materal relatives have always disapproved of father, 


The parents were married when father was nineteen and mother 


twenty-one, The marriage was a forced one and afterward father 


questioned the paternity of William's sister. Mother has much. 


resentment for the matemal aunt because she has shouldered th 
responsibility of the childre, other has told the matermal 
relatives that if they had let her alone she would still have 
been with father, Mother preferred William to his sister, and 
he in turn is “crazy" about his mother,though he knows much 
about her life, He has taken money from maternal aunt in order 
to buy cigarettes for mother. William's gister was not a pro- 
blen,. 

Aunt is rather uncertain about discipline for Willian. 
He reacts with appreheneion to defiance, though he has done 


nothing serious yet. Aunt expects exceptional conformity, while 


at the same time she feels considerable affection for him, The 
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boy has apparently felt respect and affection forhis aunt, but at 


| 


ithe same time a certain amount of adolescent rebellion against 
her methods, as though he were younger, William is upset about 
his mother, and tells of seeing her in seizures, prob2bly alco- 
holic epilepsy, William is rather finnicky in eating, but halal 
well and is neat. He is fairly even-tempered and is a normal 
active boy, He is good natured if not asked bt do any work for 

the aunt, He likes all kinds of sports, and makes friends easily, 
He seems to like adventure, and is apt to be he center of mis- 

| chief without doing anything. He assumes leadership, has an ex- 
cellent camp record,likes competition, Aunt feels that he is 
‘Less selfish and self-centered, and is inclined to give up 


'readily, He responds to urging and praise. He seemed to be dis- 
i 


couraged and insecure. In his tests William showed high average | 


general ability, good information, in the seventh grade in schoo 


en doing sixth grade arithmetic. His comprehension of reading 


‘ 
‘was good but mechanics poor as well as spelling. He gave evi- 


dence of having had a reading disability of which he was aware, 


jBte school had been very irregular, as it seemed doubtful if he 


had ever spent more thm one year in one school, 


It seemed extraordinary that the boy had done as well a; 


iw had, Most of the suitable care of the children has come from 
relatives, During one year he children were in five different 
| homes, The retardation of William in school is due to abscence 
‘and frequent moving. The boy has been too closely cared for by 
nie aunt, and has not had enough play. In time he seemed to be 


overcoming his reading disability, showed rather early maturity, 
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School. The boy showed in this case a great interest in his 
mother in spite of her actions; this may have been due to his 
desire for affection and to have parents like other children 
had, The aunt was interested in the boy but did not have a 
complete understanding of his attitudes and the reactions to 


situations which he showed, 


Case 9, Allan 

Allan was referred to the BPH because he was a behavior 
problem and was being considered for placement, “e refused to 
obey his mother, stayed out late, and began to steal, Father, 
separated from mother, would like to have the boy with him. His 
brother, a pre-delinquent, is already with father who wonders 
if the brother's influence will be harmful on Allan, There is 


also a question whether the boy will continue to live with 


father, All®m seems to be quite easily influenced by his brother, 


Allan is now with mother,who,father claims, drinkgs, Leaves the 


child out until late at night, and does not give hime the 


proper care, Although there is no evidence of this,mother admit: 


having no control over the boy. 

Allan's brother is a problem in the school pom, and has 
already been involved in a great deal of trouble but father 
has always covered him up. He was found to have an I.Q. of 76, 
Another member of the family, a half-brother of Allan's, was on 
the WPA and had a court record for larceny, There were two 


other half-sisters, 
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| The mother and father had been separated for several 


years, pesasae father was never able b get along with he childre 


of mother, s first marriage. There was little love between the 
| 
isteprehiidren. Allan had always lived with his mother in a poor 


section of the city, but the house was always ¢lean and warm, 


‘aa obeyed mother's two children by her first marriage because 


pe was dfriad of them, but refused 6 obey his mother, He apparent- 


TortAhi anormal development, good health with the usual children's 


diseases, He is in the second grade where the teacher says he is 
hotel erratic,unreliable, temperamental, and nervous, He is 
Bie tile only second grade work poorly, 

Father, age forty-nine, was born in Italy, was honor- 
‘ably discharged from the ‘Italian army, came to the United States 


where he became a naturalized citizen, and is receiving city aid 


In the past father has bootlegged and been active in the nigger 


illegitimate business, but the probation officer found no eviden 


i the fact, Mother had three children by her first husband who 


deserted her/ Mother has been diagnosed a pbychopathic person= 
laity, She does not appear to be concerned with the children alt} 
er she claims to want both of them, 

| According to the report received from the BPH Allan 
|was found to have good physical development. In the psychometric 
ton he was found to have a mental age of eight years and an I.Q 


of 97, During the examination he admitted stealing fruit and 


similar objects with his brother, but did stop the year before, 


pool business, and mother feels that father is now engaged in some 
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His behavior is understandable in the light of his broken home 
and poor environmental! factors, Two months later father was 
arrested and all the children were with he mother afd happy 
in the home under the supervision of the CCB, Three months afte 
that a complaint of neglect was made again, and mother said she 
had thought of putting brother away because of his influence on 
Allan, The family was again brought before the judge, denied 
any improper conduct, and the children were again placed with 
mother, They returned 6 school where they did well, The home 
conditions were good; the boys seemed to be getting along very 
well, 


The problem here again seems to be that of poor en- 


vironment and the boy's reaction to it in the way that seemed 
to suit him, His mother, deserted by father, and psychopathic, 
was not stable, but seemed able to get along better when there 
Was some supervision, This boy found his relationship with the 


siblings unsatisfactory in the broken home, 


Case 10, Mark 

Mark is the middle of five children, sixteen years of 
age, Living at home with his parents, He was seen at the 
JBGC after being in court for shoplifting a number of articles 
with a boy companion, not arrested, He has acknowledged some 
petty stealing at home and from stores in the neighborhood, He 
has always been a school problem and has done poorly this year 


in high school. A year before this he was a truant; he remaine 
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away from home after receiving a punishment which he considered 
unjust. 

Mark's father was one of twelve children, went to grammar 
school, came to this country from Ireland at the age of twenty. | 

Since his family was in poor circumstances, he began early to 

shift for himself, and now is anxious for his children to have | 
a good education, but if they fail to take advantage of their | 
opportunities, they can shift for themselves, Mother was the 

fourth child of her fsmily, finished grammar school, came to 

the United States from Ireland at the age of eighteen, and worked 

as a domestic before her marriage, She seems to be easy-going with | 
good standards. The family ow the cottage in which they live 
in a good section of the tom. The only court record against | 
father is for using the wrong nurber plates, not giving simal, 
and for the manufacture of liquor. Father and mother seem to 
be harmonious, but father is evidently dominating. Mother was 
inclined to think more of the condition of the home than of the 


. 
boy's welfare, Because father believed in being strict with | 
t 


children to kee them out of trouble, he has severly disciplined 
the boy a good deal. Mother who is more wany-ehinne considers fat 
father over-strict, but claims she never interferes in the dis- 
civline, While motheris apparently devoted to the family, she 
apparently knows little intimately about their life, Mother says 


there is no jealousy among the children although the naxt Ss 


er sister is the general favorite, Mark has been given very | 


little spending money, and since the court appearance no allow- 
| I 
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ito determine just what his attitudes were, except that he resent 


restrictions which hts fatherimposes. There is good physical 


development, He showed mental high average intelligence on the 


lage level test with an I.Q. of 108. He did very well on tests 


i for auditory memory and mental representations, worked well with 
| concrete material and had good information, On the Language 
test he did poorly, but has a very good vocabulary. There was 
Wyte a good score on the special test for clerical work and the 
|boy expressed interest in mathematics. Mark cooperated during 
test period and seemed eager to do well, He was rather easily 


'discouraged, not very persistent, seemed not very dynamic, and 


fattttte to his owm account he is suggestible, He is fond of 


loutaoor life, and according to his mother is a good deal of a 
“reader, and fond o fmusic. He is a friendly boy,usually stable 


See tosal ty. seneitive,sulky when reprimanded, and reticent with 


cee family. In this instance Mark claims that he was influenced 
| 

iby his companion and wanted money with which 6 buy Christmas 
\presens, No doubt father is wellemeaning, but quite unintelli- 


‘gent in dealing with the boy. The boy is given so little to 


|spena that the opportunity to get anything by stealing is quite 
a temptation, His physical condition has probably played a part 


in relation to his school work, as well as his unwillingness to 


takaks The outlook for the boy seemed good; it would seemworth 
| 


while to see if the father's attitude and management of the boys 


| 


,can be more understanding and encouraging. Father was urged to 
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\put up a tool chest in the cellar and a bench where the boys 
jeoua receive theirfriends. A year later ‘the boy had been charge 
aa the larceny of an automobile and was in Shirley. 

| In this case the boy was unhappy at home and was not 


lebron opportunity to develop his personality. His parents were 


over-strict carrying over their ideas with them thet they had 


grown up with in Ireland probably. The boy had no satisfactory 
| recreation in the home, and insufficient chance to make friends, 
| 

| His stealing started apparently from a desire for things which 


others had, The parents who were constantly nagging did not 


understand the needs of the boy. 


Leu 11. Tom 

Tom's parents were born in 1896 in Massachusetts,of 
Irish American descent, and belong to the Catholic Church, The 
situation _ referred to the SPCC by the probation department 
because father had left the boy with a cousin and since then 


had not been seen, The cousin was anxious to get rid of the 


| respomsibility because she was ill, The boy, eight and a half 
| years old, was referred for placing. Father had agreed to send 
money but never had, At the death of mother he had used the 
| money for his ow personal pleasure. The boy had boarded in 
| various places with various relatives. Father used to be a 
| bartender, cab driver, and jockey at various times, The relatives 
) called father abusive,an awful liar and cheat, and said that he 


had never been anything but a waster and secondrate cab driver, 
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\Living on others when he could, After mother's death he lived 
ith a married woman who later died, At the time of the referral 


ather was unemployed, and had been drunk for the last four Siew 


f 

r 

t 

fter a complaint of neglect was made in court, the boy was place 
ith relatives and father ordered b contribute toward the support 
| The father in the foster home was in the brokerage 
usiness; mother had vlenty of domestic help, There was one son 


year older than Tom in the home and a school hear by, Plans 


re made for ultimate adoption in this home, When Tom was seen, 
t was noticed that he walked with a slight drag of one foot 
which turned in during each step. His jaw gave two or three bites 
n the average of every two minutes, This invariably preceded his 
ttempts to speak. He was repeating the second grade after havin 
gee the first. He had a reading and writing disability, and 


{ 
| 
j 


would not write his first name without difficulty. 


A few months later because of the foster father's 
i 
y 


disappearance the foster mother was forced to g on relief, and 


‘so could not keep the boy, He had not been getting along very 


well with the foster mother's son, and had been a behavior pro- 


lem for some time, When Tom was told of the change, the only 


motion displayed was a desire to stay another week with the | 


oster mother in order t complete a swimming course at the YMCA, 


ile expressing some gladness over the change, the boy made the 


tatement that it was like sending a dog to another house; it 


roast less food to purchase and dish out, The boy seemed aware 


f his dependence on charity, The foster mother reported many 


ah 
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petty thefts of money generally from her pocketbook with which 


‘the boy probably bought candy; although she gave him money to 
ole on occassions he had no reguler allowance. When faced 
with this, he would at first deny it, then admit it and show 
where it was hidden. His last larceny was immediately after 


returning from Communion and Confession. Other youngsters 


| 
seemed to dislike the boy and be glad to get rid of him in the | 

‘foster home, The foster mother's son often called him "dumb- 
bell" when he failed in reading at school which was not egninpet 
with special classes for meeting difficulties. 

| During the examination at the clinic the boy seemed 


to have a definite mental twist; he failed to understand the 


| seriousness and sacredness of the religious obligations and 
| 
jacts. While the foster mother tried to help him to overcome 


ae reading and writing disability, she got no results, During 
| the examination he showed flashes of real mental ability, with 
| gooa visual sense and keen imagination seen while observing him 


Playing with blocks and construction sets. He was full of life 


but nervous. The report stated that he fell asleep immediately 
a night, awaking generally at six in the morning as happy as a 
Lark and singing. He did not care for all sports,was very active | 
| |being interested particularly in seimming. There appeared to be 


no evidence of his being capable of any deep emotional feeling, | 


t 
‘ha foster mother had difficulty with him all the time; she had 


‘talked with him, deprived him of recréatienal opportwities, 


punished hime,had taken him to the clergyman, but all to no 


avail, While he was never bold, disrespectf udent, he 
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found keen delight in tantalizing and antagonizing people to a 


| eertain point. At the time of his arrival at the foster home, he 


i 
joften chewed loudly and smacked his lips, either to gain atten- 


— ee eet con 


tion or be defiant; it seemed to be a deliberate act for he 
always kept his eye on his foster mother to see if she were 
watching. The nung at he school called him a disturber be- 
cause he was always causing trouble by tossing things to the 
ceiling, off the walls, or on the floor when the class was 
quietest. When the boy was allowed to enter the room during 
the conference, he showed a certain amount of interest, but 
was concerned most about leaving the foster home, wondering 
what adventures might come to him, Although he expressed some 
regret at leaving the foster home, he showed none nor did the 
agent feel that the boy had any emotional feeling for his 
aunt, During the ride to Boston the boy was quiet and absorbed 
in the ride, the buildings, and the scenery. His comments 
showed that he took in at a glance many small objects and 
things which the casual observer would never notice, 

Tom's mother was a good,clean-living woman, a hard 
worker, suffering from father's negligence and lack of inerest 
in the family. The parents were married at least a year before 
the boy's birth, The mother had worked up until a short time 
before her condinement when she was taken ill. Prior to and 
following the boy's birth she had considerable difficulty. 
The severe convulsions which she had for at least a month 


preceding the birth eventually resulted in partial paralysis 
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of the right side, She slept 


feta iva “hove etans aia be ; 
expected of an invalid, and was never very strong up until the 
time of her death, 

During the boy's stay at the temporary home of the 
SECC he seemed contented and had no desire to leave, His only 
complaint was that he wished the children could rise earlier 


since he could not bear to lie awake in bed, He hoped the 


foster mother would visit because he thought it would be nice 


to see her, He seemed healthy,active, and had a normal appetite 


After the examination at the clinic it was reported 


that the boy's reading disability might be due to his inability 


to form and enunciate certain phonetic soundings and thought 
that in a special class this would be overcome, The results 
of a Stanford-Binet test showed a mental retardation of eleven 
months with an intelligence quotient of 89, His performance 
tests showed a uniform excellence, tending to discount the ree 
tardation, The results of seven performance tests showed that 
he had amental age of a little over eleven years with an 
intelligence quotient of 135, He worked hard and seemed like a 
well-adjusted boy. Although he had a good memory he had 
learned nothing in school, He was found to be deficient in 
arithmetic and reading, 

The problem in this case seems to be that of a boy, a 
semieorphan deserted by his father, who has grow up without 
any parental control, His stealing and poor work in school may 


have been a reaction to his environment and dissatisfaction. 
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training or understanding, no emotional feeling or any attach- | 
ont to any adult, and very little stability in home life, He 

| 
| 
| reading and writing disability, but was anxious for attention. 


was rather disinterested in what happened to him, and did poorl 


in school where he had received no specisl training for his. 


The achievement of 135 in performance tests showed that the boy 


could probably do better than he had with a more satisfactory 


. 
i 
| 
| home life and relationships. 
: 
0 12, May 
H 


May, born in 1924, was nearly seven years old when she 
| 


/ and a boy were the victims of a fifty-five year old man fora 


acts and attempted sodomy, She was a precocious, bright child, 
| and had an abundance of sex knowledge which she freely expresse 


|in her general conversation, She and the boy seemed to take 


|delight in matching wits as t who could say the worst things. 


{ 


| She was said to have experienced indicencies with the boy and 


| the re was some suspicion of masturbation. 
p 
| Father, born in 1899 in Massachusetts, Protestant, was 


in good general health, and was a chimney cleaner, though he 


considerable length of time who had been committing unnatural 
haa not had steady work, Until nine weeks before this time he | 


| had been a heavy drinker,b ut geemed to have given it up. He 


| had not properly cared for his family and made Life miserable 
| tor mother, Neighbors said he was involved with other women, 


| Mother was frightened by father, never daring to cross him, She 
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' gave the appearance of being a careworn and unhappy woman, but 


g 
“honest and well-meaning, She admitted the use of tobacco to 
some extent but no drinking. She was nervous and upset over 
lay, There was also a sister born in 1925, 
May had a normal birth, and prenatal conditions were 


normal, Mother was always nervous because of her doméstic 


Piwiub ec. +uring the pregnancy with May, father was a drunkard 


never providing for his family, Way was bottle bawy,teethed at 
| nine months, talked at one and a half years, walked at one 
year, was apparently well, though of a nervous make-up and exe 
| tremely irritable, The summer before she had been on the verge 
a St. Vitus dance. She started school at six, was considered 
especially bright, but difficult to control and considered 
precocious. She played truant at the instigation of red, but 
like school, She was fond of reading,writing, drawing, and play- 
| ing school, She did not get on well with other children be- 
cause of her quarrelsome disposition; Fred seemed to be her 
most intimate associate, llother stated that she was not as 
affectionate child and spent most of her time quarreling with 
| mother and sister. She was thoughtful, especially when mother 
| was not well, The child ws selfish, fairly truthful with mother 
but on the outside told lies, and inside made life generally 
| miserable for her sister, While May was in the temporary home 


| of the SPCC, sister became more affectionate and confiding at 


home, 


There was considerable strife at home between the 


on account of father's drinkging and failing to support) 
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until recently, The parents were separated for a time and the 


mother and children were with the maternal grandmother, The 
family had felt considerable economic pressure, being in debt 
at the time, They occupied three furnished rooms,heated and 


lighted, Mother apparently had done the disciplining; ghe would 


not allow father to do it because of his brutal nature, She 
recognized that May was beyond her control, was anxious to do 
the right thing, and was intelligent with the child&s problem, 
although she might not have had practical ideas as to how to 
train her. Mother seemed improper to hamdle such a problen, 
and had given her consent for the child 6 be studied and would 
agree to any plan of treatment. May appeared to enjoy testify- 
ing beainet the man before the Grand Jury, was comppsed, and 
startlingly frank with considerable use of obscenity. 

The report of the Habit Clinic gave Way's age as six 
years eleven months, mental age seven years two months, with an | 
I.Q. of 104, The patient seemed self-conscious during the psy- 
chological examination, made rather fresh comments, and her 
responses, though indicating average intelligence, were not of 
avery high type. She showed no special gbilitide or disabiliti 
The psychiatrist's report stated that the child was of average 
intelligence, showing rather poor emotional make-up, She was 


quite aware of the opinions of the group, Was inclined to be 


shy. According to her story she went six times to 's apart- 


_ment and probably has been physiologically conditioned to the | 


| 


pleasures ofthe sex experience and will probably seek this type 


“ih fe " a a iy (je 
out ee saa daretom oid tie ersw youd £ 


eng at gated 9198 989 obmomes 8 whhtdt éotvncd 


| 
bas hetned, emoot ede tinal? eord? * betauses ve 
4 Bas ae jgctmb iqtoet® ont enob bad Disie: 


| 


é re 


ob ot ‘anolx ne sew ,forsioo ted pack ‘ei’ 
is | ” 
, | wwe idoxq ai itd cat dtiw taegt ceded 0a hb qantas ¢ 
| | oF wort ot on goebl Isotsoatq bed svad tor Vigta oie 
| 


meiderq s dove sibmed of reqorqat Selwoe raitou 


Opti? 


bilvow Sng beibsie ed ¢ bitde ed?’ 0% roy ten novks § 
“ities yotns of betacqcs yall jnentogtd to! fw Ig — 
bus sbeagimeo eaw ,yiel baat) eds oxoved aia ‘edt “tenkey 
witinoosdo to sev sidatedie tos aghw inet vont 
xte as ome etyed evan otal tidal edt to roger oct 
ne ddiw ,eitnom ows ataey seves 625 iasaes .entnom ‘norete ae 
-yeq eit yriteb avoloanoo-1 [ee i kee: gnettaq edt bor to es | 
cert bain .ainemmoo feetl tedter absm ohiantmxe Iastgo lotto | 
to ton etew ,conent Ifetnt eparevs patiacibal day ods eenuoge er i 
abitiitdent> 10 eertiitds tatoeqa of bewode ed@ Lege? digits yter's [ 
egsieve to saw bitdo edd stant betsia Ixoget e'tel«satdoy sq edt | | 
aew eff 8 ,aqvecdsm {enol sous 100q tedset gntwose soasgt ttetnt | 
ed of beniioat ea¥ .q@org edt To eaotntgo eff Yo etaws osttep | | 
| attnge at od eomtt xia taew otig yidte tod of gotbr0ooA xite 4 e 
| oft of benottibnos y Lisoisofoleydq need ean videdorg bis fom | 
) 
ey. 
a 


savt sidt xeose y idedord. ite dns eovelzecxs x9e esto. eowssede | ‘Re 
i 
, LBP, 2 wea | 


———$—$————————— ——————— ——————————— —- 


i) eth : oa 


¢ 4 
a ; Se ie 
ni ‘ 


51 


"of thing again, She is extremely precocious semally and any 


| 
environment in which she is placed will have to be guarded 


against this. There are no special interests or abilities 
noted, The prognosis is poor . She will have more difficult 
| adjustments to make ina new environment than the boy, and will 


| undoubtedly be more of a problem to the foster parents. She 


| should be placed in a home where there are other children, acc- 

ording to this report; the conduct would have to be carefully 

: supervised and would require an unusually good type of foster 
parents. Yor an adequate adjustment, placement would have to exe 

| tend over a period of years, 

| After this report the child was returned to her owm 

| home. Two years later she was reported to the SPCC by the FWS 

for mishandling a boy in the neighborhood, and placement was 

| recommended, The CCB refused to accept the application for May 

| because there seemed to be definite sex delinquency which 

| would require long time treatment in order to be beneficial, 

| and they felt this was beyond their resources. The two sisters 


| were left with mother, and “ay was placed in the care and cuse- 


tody of the SPCC by whom she was plaed at the I School, Late 


a sister was placed at the school also with May where they } 
both did very well. Two years later they were found to be make | 
ing a very satisfactory adjustment, 
| The problem in this case seems to be that of a rather I 
serious sex difficulty. Father had worked irregularly,was alco- 
holic, and abusive, and had failed to support the family. Mothe 


seemed well-mearing but unhappy, and always scared and nervous 
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' because of her domestic difficulties, The childe,too, was of a 


nervous make-up,had been on the verge of St.Vitus dance, was 
bright in school though she had truanted, was difficult to con- 
trol,did not get on well with other children, and was precociou 
sexually. At home she could not get the proper environment or 
supervision which she need ed to improve her attitude toward 
life. After being placed in a school for a long period of time 
where she was happy, had proper supervision and education, 


she was able to make a good adjustment. 


Case 13, Nancy 

Nancy, thirteen years of age, is the youngest of two 
children born during her father's second marriage, Her father, 
of French épacent.is Catholic, a house painter, his own employ- 
er, and has been earning an adequate wage, “ancy has a brother 
one year older, and three step-brothers and sisters, on of whom 
has an illegitimate child, Nancy was before the Juvenile Court 
as a runaway, found delinquent, and given a suspended sentence 
to Lancaster under the care and custody of the probation office 

According to the probation officer's report Nancy had 
run away one afternonn with another girl to follow a boy ina 
rodeo show with whom she was infatuated, She had run away two 


months before to follow the rodeo, but there had been no evi- 
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dence of misconduct according to the bocal physician, This time 


—————— 


she had spent the night with another fellow connected with the 


—— 


rodeo; in the hotel she had intercourse with him, The girl ad- 


ee 
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_ mitted this readily in a bold,defiant attitude, When caught 
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she said she did not want to go home, In the court she was not 
considered a reliable witness, Mother testified that she had never 
had any trouble with Nancy; that she had gone to school regular 
ly and was doing well in the first year of high school. The 
girl had worn a long dress and heavy make-up to look older than 
thirteen, “he said she was not particularly interested in 
school, and did not want to retum home because of the trouble 
with her brother, They were always quarreling and if she ever 
attempted t strike him, mother kept her in the house, “ancy 
seemed to consider the whole thing a big adventure, 

The parents after conferring with the judge, decided 
that they wished to have their daughter placed away from home, 


The parents impressed the agent as being kindly people who 


found nancy too much of a problem, The mother arreared to be 
rather indulgent, and tried to minimize the girl's faults. 
According to the report of the JBGC Nancy had an 1.Q. of 125. 
Placement was advised by them and was arranged in a foster home 
The problem in this case is that of a girl of thir- 

teen, the youngest of two, who disliked her home in which there 
were step-mother, and three step-children , constant quarreling, 
end unsatisfactory relationships between the girl and the other 
members of the family, Although the home was adequate economi- 
cally speaking, the girl was anxious to leave it to look for 
adventure. As it seemed unlikely that the attitudes of the 
members of the family would change, it seemed better to change 
this girl s environment in an attempt to make her more contente- 


ed and give her better standards 6 follo 
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Case 14, Grace 
Grace is one of six children of a Protestant family of 


New England. ‘he was born six years after the marriage and is 


fifteen years old, Her mother is a partial cripple. The girl 

was referred by the probation officer who had been informed by 
the older brother that his sister had run away. The father had 
deserted sometime previously, whereabouts unknown, Grace, when 
seen, said that she had been out late and was afraid to go home 


because of the abusive treatment she might receive from her 


| 

| 

| brother or mother, for she had been whipped before, Therefore 
| she took a room for light housekeeping, giving her age as nine- 
| teen. She admitted having had sexual relations about four 

. times with her boy-friend who was: about fifty-one years old and 
: who had advised her to run away, Another man had given her 

| twenty-five dollars with which she bought clothes, and paid for 
| her room, At that time she planned to get a job and stay away 
| from home, A charge of truancy was made against the girl, as 

| well as a warrant for her father, Wedical evidence showed 

| evidence of intercourse probably several times, Grace told 

| of time when she was about nine years obd when her uncle had 
assaulted her when drunk, At thirteen or fourteen years of age 
she had had relations with a boy in school. The girl did not 
| like her home where she had quarrels with the family and receiv 
; ed whippings, She had run away three times, 


| 
) Apparently there was not a particularly happy family 
| 
| situation. The family had received aid from time to time from 


the FWS. The father had been committed as a chronic alcoholic | __ 


otfodoola otnomwlS s ee bettinmoo need bet tenia? ee 


= , 
DLE cna 
is 


; is ike. a A 
¥ 


na itis ein ies a) he 
he oo we" ." 


one m ay yt Sy, 


to, ‘che Was subaaui # te | nes bite, te to eno. 8 
et baa sasirism edd ret wna . ot ese. 
iztg edt -eigqito iatizeg s et redde ; ; ‘ ! 

|| xo, bomrotat, reed bed ow teotst0 nottetona ect yo be 

ba tecdiel sil yews owt ban retele oe tae beidtvekt 
| next 0087). . oom etuodsexedw (vy ievok onttomce. bet 

Jomod og of dkatte exw bas etal sso aved ies ety dauts bt “ 

| ted sort evteoe: tdgim ede inomtseti erkeuds ont to. | 

| exotered? .oxoted beqgtdw seed bad ete sot ytetom 10: 

|-onte ea ops red gatviz, .gatgeodeevod sigh tno? moots wots 

| mol tuods enottater Isuxee bed yatvad bestndbe ene .ne 

[has blo stsey, eno-yttit tvodexasw orm bnoteh~yod ton manly 

zed nevin bed ra tedionA .yaws cut ot text beetvba. 

[rot bteq baa ‘qguitole Signed. 6de doldw atte ete liob oiqinahe | 
tawe ysis bos dot a te ot benneig ede omtd todd tA Boor 20d | 

| 28 ,{zty ed? tantege obsa.esw youaut? to spreads A tao e get | 

| hewore eonebive IsoltbeM ,zedtat 109d ted TaUTAW 88 tiow 


| bios eostd .eemis Ieteves ¥ i¢adozg setHosT Sint te eo mss tye” 
| bat eloaw ted asdw bdo etasy enin tuods saw cdg gedw emt? to u 
eps to etasy nmesiino2 10 neets brit 2A 6m ceste xed bot {usses | 
ton bib {ty edT .loodoe at yoo 2 ditlw emotteles bad bed exe 
vieset bas yiimet edt ditw eferraup bec ee orem emod zed ett | 
wealt eettt yews at ben sie _eentaqaidw be | 

| yitmst yqqed vine Wetiaad s ton as axed? ¥ itmetagga: .. S geubad ¥ 
| mort eats of emit mort bite Levieoet bad yilust ed? .nokisudie os 


| 
| 
| 


to the State Farm, had been released and disappeared. There was 
a warrant out for his arrest, for breaking parole, for hanging 
around when drunk and for threatening. Grace and her brother | 
had to assume the responsibilities of the household during the 
mother's recent pregnancy, At this time they did well by keep- | 
jing the house clean and neat, The brother is the head of the | 


— He is nineteen years old, has finished the eighth 


year of school, does not work ,but stays home all the time. 


Mother never complained of Grace as a problem, She claimed that 
her daughter had met tough growmm-ups at the BCH,and after that 
‘had begun to stay out late, and had been difficult to handle. 


Rosine was willing to cooperate in the foster home placement, 


0 of the girl's past good behavior, she does not like the | 
is of sending her to the State Industrial School, 


Further reports were received about Grace after she | 


. 
|was Placed in the temporary home of the SPCC Her mother decid-. 


ed she wanted her to be placed with an aunt who was very strict 


and a severe disciplinarian, The aunt's children were grown up | 


and had done very well, The relatives were proud of their good | 


‘name, and would refuse to keep Grace if she were involved in 


| 
further misconduct. Grace said she would try to make good at 
| 
ther aunt's home; that she was ashamed and worried for fear no 
jother girls were as bad as she, The mother was protective in he 
I 


eaagg making excuses, claiming that her daughter was always | 


vient. At one time,however, she had thought that the girl was 


very queer, and was convinced that her huSband had been a mental 
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[pupal ; that she had had to keep at her to make her accomplish 


| 
| | 
| 


anything. She did not conform easily, seemed lazy and uninter-- 
_jested, At another school she had done average work with one 

failure. During her stay at the temporary home, she was impu- 

hm in manner and attitude toward sex misdemeanors, 


\precocious in her sex knowledge. She asked without showing any 


shame how else could she get money from men without being pro- 
mis cuous, 

| After being in court as a runaway and a sex delinquent, 
| race was given an examination at the BPH. According to the New 
ist anfora she had a mental age of sixteen years and eleven months 


tana an I,Q. of 113. She appeared bold, intent on lying her way 


out of difficulties, and not a bit disconcerted when forced to 
admit the truth, She seemed to be as adolescent girl with strong 
Cabtin chive drives, Her home situation was poor, andd her make-= 
up somewhat abnormal, After this examination Grace was placed | 
with her aunt who seemed to be a womm of strong determination 


ana sufficinet intelligence and resourcefulness to cope with the 


Selierien Her own children were married and out of the home, | 


he home was situated in a good section of the town, and the 
financial condition of the family was satisfactory. 


| The problem here is that of a girl, one of six children 


e found home unsatisfactory because of the quarreling and abuse 


d the unsatisfactory relationship of the older brother who 


tried to dominate her, Placement with an aunt would probably 


iver her some of the affection which had been lacking in the 


ome,and more adequate supervision,  _—_—_ 
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Case 15, Gladys 

Gladys, born in 1916 in Massachusetts, was referred to 
the SPCC by the probation officer. She had a brother born in 
1918, Both were born in mother's second marriage, Mother died 
in 1918, Family was of German nationality and of the Lutheran 
re,igion,.The first wife of father was also in the household as 
father's housekeeper, Gladys had been in court on a charge 
of stubbornness, was on probation as a run away, and said she 
was married to a Polish young man with whom she had lived for a2 
few weeks, The record of the BPH stated that the girl had an 
I,Q. of 102. She said she wanted to go into nursing,especially 
children's nursing. It had been impossible for her to keep up 
her school grades while working as mother's helper, All posi- 
tions she had held were unsatisfactory because they expected he 
to do so much house work and she wanted to take care of the chil 
dren, She had been previously placed by the CAS, She had 
entered school in the kigh school at the age of fourteen, but 
had left because she was ashamed of the conditions in the home 
between father and the first wife who said she was father's hous 
keeper. Gladys had married three months before, giving her age 
as seventeen, Father objected to the man and she did not Like 
him as much as she had thought so she ran away. She had found 
sexual relations very painful, and never wanted to see the man 
again. She seemed to have no emotion whatever about this man 
whom she had married which the doctor thought was the only 


abn@mal thing about her, She had gonorrhea and admitted having 
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only contact with another 


relations with someone before marriage,though she would not adm 


who it was, but doctor suspected that it might have been her 
father, The husband of father's first wife was in the State 
Hospital, There was constant friction between the girl and 

father's first wife and housekeeper and a question of an immor 
situation. The BPH believed that the girl was worth helping 


outside an institution, as she wag not feeble-minded or 


psychotic, The State visitor believed that the girl was brough 


up under bad conditions but had not acted in an intelligent 
manner by allowing her husband to forge father's name in signe 
ing the consent to the marriage. A few days later the girl 
Was committed to L ancaster, 

In this case the problem is that of a girl,born in 
mother's second marriage, living with her father and a house- 
keeper where there was constant friction. The girl was in 


conflict over the situation in the home which was probably 


immoral. 4s she had a job as mother's helper,she was not able 
to do her school work thoroughly. Her running away and gettin 
married seemed like an escape from these conditions which were 
causing her so much unhappiness, and probably seemed like an 
Ssportenity to have a more satisfactory life. 


Case 16, Clair 


Clair was referred to the BP; when it was found that 
she had contracted gonorrhea and had made accusations against 


aman of twenty who was later found not guilty in court. The 


agency was with the Boston Vispensar 
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) 
Father was born in 1885 in Poland, was by occupation 
a machinist amd had worked quite steadily, Up to five years ) 


ago he drank quite steadily, but had not since then, Several 
months ago he was operated on for a hermia, and not able to re- 
tum to work so he with mother decided to go 6 Poland for thircal 
months, When the family learned of Clair's condition, father 
went to Poland alone, leaving mother and daughter here, They 
had no relatives in this coutry, but both he and mother have 


some property in Poland which father hoped to dispose of while > 


there, Father was never seen by the worker, but was a natue 

ralized citizen, Mother was born in 1885 in Poland ,and was | 
married in 1913, %he has worker more or less since in the hoiit! 
packing company and cleaning. When Clair was a few months old | 


| 


father bought a farm in “assachusetts and the family lived 
there for a few years but did not make it pay. They moved. 

twice after that. Mother is very much interested in Clair who | 
is an only child, and wishes to do what is vest for the girl, | 


She became rather excited in court when Clair would not talk 


and tell plainly her story. Their present home of four rooms | 
was always immaculate and comfortsbly furnished . One room Base! 
Was rented to a Polish young man who has been with the family 
for some time. To get more money mother has also taken a Pol- 
ish girl of twenty. Now Clair is sleeping with mother, 


Clair was born in 1922, and is -now in the fourth 


grade. It was difficult to get the story of the assault from 


the girl in court, although she told it to the agent outside. 
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Clair 


was interested in reading books in the library and enjoyed fairy 


tales, Mother told the teacher the reason for the girl's abspnce 


i 
fieen school and the teacher told the parents of the other child- 


ren not to let the youngsters play with Clair feeling that she 
was a mencae. Mother resented this very strongly. 
The report from the BPH stated that Clair, age ten, 
aS problems were sex delinquency and the home situation, was 
la well developed child of pleasing appearance and friendly atti- 
tude who talked freely and apparently with frankness about her 


experiences. She told the story of 's promising her a ride, 


‘taking her to his house instead and assaulting her, The vsycho- 
metrte test showed high average intelligence. It seemed that 
under proper treatment and supervision the girl should come out 
ame Mother seemed to be an intelligent woman with insight 


into the situation and through past experience should be able 


‘home where she was being well cared for by the mother, 


take care of the girl properly. A year later Clair was at 
In this case we find an alcoholic father, and a mother 


I 

| 

who was very anxious about her daughter, After the mother 
“supervised the child more intelligently, she seemed able to get 
“along better, Perhaps the child did not realize the seriousness 
ot what she had done in this instance, She was interested in 


the ride and good time which was offered to her. This might 


wien a lack of recreational opportunities. 
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Case 17, Sally 


Sally is the oldest of four children living with the 
jfather, In the home is also anotherwoman and her two children, 


One child is with paternal relatives, the other two with mother, 


|The parents have been separated for eight years but mother is 
lias getting her divorce. Sally is sixteen in ‘ae Stent year 
of high school. She did not attned the last half year because 
in January father said he was going to transfer her, The girl 
was referred to the Juvenile Court where she was found guilty of 


a charge of lewdness for which she was put on a suspended sen- 


| tence to Lancaster, The girl told of going out one afternoon to 
l escane the drab household; she picked up Mr.__, staying with him 
for a few days. He was found to be a mm of forty-five, witha 
poor reputation, The night before Sally had returned home Mr. 
had come into the room where they were staying "paralyzed drunk" 


|frightening her terribly so that she went to the police station. 


Father was born and brought up in Maine where he attend- 


ed three years of highschool, Now he is a short order cook in a 


i 
‘restaurant where he has been for nine years. He was tense and 


|upset when seen, but anxious to create a favorable impression, 
{ 


j 
Apparently he had many friends in B., and led a fairly active 
ij 


‘social life, Mother, a woman in her middle thirties, was also 


_from Maine and,according to father, was an"ideal wife and mother 


until they moved to B__, There she secured work as a waitress, 


| and began associating with other men, Father left for a time, 
| 


and when he returmed found that she had had an abortion, After 


that they separated definitely. 
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, Sally has moved about considerably. Father has worked 


| eeubarly earning fairly adequate wages, The present living 


"arrangements have been so since last fall. The woman who lives 
|with them works in the same place as father, but works nights, 
i 
| 


When the parents were first separated Sally went to the home of 


Paternal grandmother, Off and on she was in B and for awhile 


| wath friends,then in a foster home, Under the separation agree- 


| ment father has to support the two oldest children while mother 
is responsible for the two youngest, Father wantedto maintain 
this responsibility, but feels more attached to Sally,perhaps 
because he has seen her more, He believes the girl wanted to | 
be with him since they have always been able to get along well 
together. In view of the recent experience about which father 
is greatly distressed particularly because the man involved “ee 
so much older than his daughter, he wonders whether heeis in a 


poet ie to bring up an adolescent girl. During the intervie#t# | 


| father brought out the fact that Sally has resented having the 
| 


| woman in the househole with her children; she has often asked 
| at they could have a place by themselves, 


| The girl also stated that there had been no friction 


|in the family until they had moved to B_. She is fond of both 


i 
a if given a chance at the time of the separation 


would have gone with her mother probably. She feels that father 


affection for the siblings whom she visits. As far as father 


j 

'is fond of her but not demonstrative, She also expresses some 

| 

| 

ee Sally's birth was instrumental and development normal, 
| 

| 


Her health has been good, but this year she has been out of 
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tonsilitis. 


happy. 


school a good deal on account of sickness, being troubled with 


| she has not had much contact with boys, and does not believe 
| 


Father states that Sally has always been quiet,well-be 
preferring to stay home rather than going out nights, She 
| seemed to have few friends,but never brought them home, Her 


interests were chiefly staying home,listening to the radio, 
and had to take care of the two boys. As far as father knows 
she has had any previous sex experience, Sally likes to go to 
the movies so father usually lets her go alone, This year she 
has been quite moody, more restless, not disagreeable, but not 
During the test period at the JBGC Sally was quite 


herage. Never interested in boys or in sex, but well informed 


about sex matters. Since she had little opportunity to make 


| friends normally, she had become lonely and bored; was not a 


| pleasure-loving child, The girl seemed somewhat underdeveloped 


| enotional1y, Physically she wag fairly normally developed. 


| According to the age level tests she showed high average general 
ability with an I1.Q. of 107. Spelling and comprehension of read 


| ing were not well up to the high school level, but adequate for 


the eighth grade. 


oy with no understanding of the fundamental process, 


She seemed to have poor training in arithme- 


well poised, friendly, talked freely, and worked well. She gave 


the impression of being wnder-dynamic, havinf few interests for| 


aved 


and reading. She has had a good deal of household responsibilitiy 
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This girl had poor background standards and patterns 


on the part of both parents. Hach apparently found it easy to 


Live the kind of life that gave the most pleasure without parti 


evularly considering the best upbringing of the children, Sally 


has been allowed to live with father under circumstances any- 
thing but wholesome and stimulating. She suspects father is 
having sex relations with the woman living in the household 

although he denies this, Father has managed to keep the girl 


away from school, but has made little provision for her to 


have normal recreation in life, The girl has no steady occu. 


a ne ae AS 
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pation, and resents the fact that she has Had to take care of 
the household and the children, She is consequently lonely 
and bored, This seeme to be the background from whiich she 
readily fell into her present delinquency. She claims to have 
accepted the invitation of the older man to have a good time 
and then having gotten into difficulty,and dreaded to face her 
father, Sally expressed ambitions for further education and 
seemed bright enough to profit by this. The girl was placed 


then with mother who was about to be married again to a wood- 


| cutter who seemed to the judge to be a good sort of fellow, 


In this problem there appears again a girl who resented 


the conditions in her home,the boredom, and the work which she 
Was requied to do with insufficient recreation, There was not 


a great deal of affection in the home between the girl and the 


other adults in the hou-ehold, 
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hed 18, Gertrude 

i 


Gertrude is the only child of a father who was Protest- 


== 


anti and a mother who was Catholic, After the death of father, 


eat remarried, Gertrude was referred to the BPH because of 
| being involved in a great deal of sex misconduct. She was ree 
jLuctent to give any explanations of where,how, and with whom 
it all took place. Mother became suspicious that the girl was 
[involved in some sex misconduct when she intercepted a note 


from the girl to a friend asking for money. This note brought 


to mother's mind several times when her daughter had had money 


which she said she had fowd, 


| 
| 
| 


Gertrude has been living with her mother and step- 


| 


father since she was four years old. Her ow father as well as 


her step-father are colored. The step-father is a bartender; he 
\ 


makes a favorable appearance, seems quiet, calm, and cooperative. 
He apparently cares a great deal for his step-daughter, The 
Pee is white, had white maternal grandparents, but has 
colored blood, Occassionally she works as a check girl. With 
‘much make-up and her flashy dress, she gives the impression of 
|a fast woman, She is,however, much attached to her daughter, 
| Wishing to buy her everything she desires, There are no other 
childre, The family lives in an apartment wherethere is no 


i\home atmosphere/ Probably Gertrude has never been in a real 


home, 


| Her personal history shows that there was a normal 
‘birth, and that the girl was not sick as a baby. She began schoo 


et) ae a ay oe Ge 
> es - it bis: wy ume | ast 


= ie 


Nh q wet Ae ve ic Se 


PO RS 


te i imi oe 


a 


4 l.tastéTd eaw odw redial P Yo bitdo be ails me 
,ted3et to diseb ed? sedt%A ot iecal enw ‘alt ‘il 


et Ne 


to smrso ed H4a eft o¢ berretes ean sbuasreD bet 


aber 


-91 sow ede ,toubnooetm xse To Ineb taste a at weed ake 
| ee 
) modw dtiw bas .wod,ezede Yo snot sane ioe yee svis ot” . 


‘aaw atg edt gad? euototasue emsoed ‘wedsae won Ii ood 
efon & ipl Sets A efe nedw toubnooatm xen ‘omos at ‘vin 
tdguord eon aid? Veaom tot gokiees bneitt a ob Ixta ata 
ysnom bed basi ‘seddquab aed fieue esuts {etevee. biter : a 
bo mvrot batt giie kas ede tio hs fi 


-qete bas tedtom ted déiw gaivit need ered | obartdxe® 


| 


| 
| 
| 


es Ifew as tedtst awo tet blo etaey Wot saw eda eotthe onde 

Rue 

lel :rebmetted s at teitst-qete eit ,betelop ste rediat-qota 19! 
eviseteqoos bas ,mlico ,Jesiup emeceg ,eome taeqgs eivetove? a2? 


| eit ,tetdgusbhb-qete eatd 102 Ined ts6ts £ #67589 apr 
| ast fud ,stasted hasty fertoten ef tdw bed ,otinw et sattel 
dtiw .ianty doors « as sitow og ylisnotasapo0 bookd betos 

to sotaeetamt eft eovip ofa ,weeth yoesit ted bas gr-sism owt 
resdgush t0d oF bedostia dousx -tevewor ,ef ¢aq2 Ss, Ne miow tect j 
terito on exe o1redT settee atle gaidiyrevs ted yud od satiety 
on et erenteredw taemiteca m at gevil yitmst ent orb Ite 


feet gs nt meed teven ead ebatixreD yidsdord \eredqeosts ome 


smion s eaw otedd tedt ewoda yroseta femoatea 1 ott 


loordoe meged ed8 yded @ e@ Xote fom gnaw Int edd tedt bas ditt 


at the age of six, received good grades in all except English, 
was no trouble in school except that she was too talkative. She | 
seems old in her manner due probably to always being with older 
people, When playing she has chosen girls younger so she could 
boss. She is sympathetic, considerate, and loves animals. Some- 
times she has seemed to be more concern@d about a dog than 
about her mother or stepfather, ‘She is a good cook, but does 
not like to help around the house, Much time is spent with a 
chemistry set with which she loves to experiment, Generally 
she is cheerful, though since she has been away from hae ghe 
has been gloomy, probably due to homesickness, She appears to 
be a poor sport and a poor loser, When she does not get her 
own way she resorts to tears. There seems to be a tendency 

to lie, but if faced with the truth will admit it. Mother said 
Gertrude had always been a brilliant, stubborn child who genere- 
ally behaved well. She had explained all about sex to her 
daughter and read her aceounts of girls being attacked to try 
to scare her, 

The report of the BPH stated that the patient admitte 
sex misconduct within a year, stated that it was with her con- 
sent for which she was given various sums of money from the men 
involved, She had little serious understanding of the matter 
although she stated that she should not have done it. According 
to the New Stanford test she had a mental age of twelve years 
five months and an I,Q, of 106. The psychologist noted that 
patient's extremely poor memory and judgment.and the fact that 


her vocabulary gave one an impression of a better intelligence _ 


et By | 
i) sohfo dite. anbed, evan ts ot visederd 


|| «p10 - Lomi 18 aevol hoe tar ebdla ido ¥ 


nefit .g0b s tvods btateon09 stom od “en boner eat bi. 
ee Da 


aeob tid .4000 hoog a at ome tediarqete 10 Aedtom ed 


ie is 4) bay. 


a diiw tneqa ef emtt dow ,eevod ett bowers qed of oat t 3 ‘s 
es 

yilareneg  jmemtiegxe of sevolt ets clo tw Arie ‘ges cetebaes : 

ae sma mott yews need esd ede eomtea dywods Wu Yreerts at 


os eteeaqs eff .esendoleema oF sud X idad org xmools wool 


xed ten ton aeob ete sedW .tenol s090 # One troge ood stedlf . 
| an 


youebast a ed of smese steit ,ats st ot eet aret ode (se, ™ - 
’ 


R bise recttom iti thmbsa Ifitw diwrd of? dotw beort ti gud ,sif ot | 
. | -r 9209 odw Bitdo oatroddute .tnet{iixad a nsed sysr ie bed sie a 
1 <en of x@e tuode Ile Asalsiqxe batt ent liew bewaded vile | | 
sY vet ot bedoaetia anied eittn te stauceoa tem fast Sue sacs) | 

‘ | rod etso8 ot} 
: Wetitmbs taetisa eft tedd betate HI ont to Sroget eat 

} -a00 sed dtitw sew Sf Qedt betate ,teey 2 atdsiw toubnooaloa xes | 
, | nem edd mort yenom To sate oltav osevlg eaw ede Aoidw 102 doen 

| tesism aft to yoaibe tet sbao asvoltrtes sit F£I bac en? bev Lowa | f ie. 
5 | sehen 22 enod eved tom bivonte one Sad? beiste onde iyirots te | 

i | atasy oview? to ona Isinem a bed ofa feet biotasse wot oat - of) 
1M |  sadt befor setaotodgyed ed? .MEt2® 10 .tnm) Bees eeamre evit || 
| | tedsd Joat odd bas frommbst Sie ytomem 100q vfomersxe 8 a 

. ce eR eonmsst {istnt setied « to solsgetgms 88 900 Svs Ye bs 0.0m ted! 
oe ea ne me 


| 


than actually exists. She needed more care and supervision tha 
she had had in the past. About four months after this report 
Gertrude was st home behaving herself. She joined the near-. 
by playgroung instructor on Mikes and activities, got good 
grades in school, and was spending most of her time at home, 
The girl in this problem,very closely attached to her 
parents,an only child, found her home lacking in some of the 
things she desired, She lacked appropriate recreation and had 
little understanding of moral standards, With provisions for 
recreation and moreinterest given her,she made a better ad- 


justment. 


Case 19, Clara 


Clara's family became kriom to the SPCC because of 


physical neglect of the children, Living conditions were filthy; 
mother made no effort to stay at home to care for the family, 
They were not cooperative with the hospital vener@al clinis, In 
1931 mother was before the Court on a charge of adultery and 
children alleged morally neglected. Family was receiving city 
alc, Motherwas given suspended sentence to Sherborn and was 
put on probation, The children were adjudicated neglected and 
returned to the care and custody of the parents under the supe 
vision of the OPW and the Probation department. 

Clara, at the age of thirteen, was involved in the 
case of __s for abuse of female child, She was one of a grow 


of girls going constantly to the home of for two years. She 
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aduitted having intercourse with him twice. All these girls oul 


‘from poor homes, They were found delinquent and giwen one year 
probation, being allowed to stay home, 

a At the JBGC Clara, age thirteen years, Colored, was 

| found to have an I.Q. of 101. She did well on tests involving 
De aot tone, had poor vocabulary, and was in the sixth grade. 
Clara was the seventh of eleven childre, Father was bom in 
1881 and mother in 1892 in Massachusetts. Two years later 
ielere was truanting, a sex delinquent, and mother was unable to 
control her. Again she was in the juvenile court, foune deline 
Rael t to wit lewdness, and committed to Lancaster. About one 
“year and a half later Clara was to be paroled, but mother felt 
at would be unwise because she felt that she would be wable to 
\properly supervise the girl unless she were employed. A few 
weeks later another sister was found delinquent and sentenced 


|to Lancaster. 


The problem here seems to be that of a girl who was 
involved in difficulties because she had little supervision 

and training at home, WMother,herself immoral, set very poor 
standards for the girl, and was not apparently sufficiently 
interested to try to supervise her act ions, 

| 

| Case 20. Ruth 

| A summary sent to the JBGC on Ruth, born in 1918, stated 


that she was colored, American,Protestant, in the first year of 


high , and the older of two illegitimate children, The child 
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behavior and times away from home, she would refuse to say my- 
thing. A sister of the alleged father said that the girl always 


refused to talk at times, Possible problems were running away, 


and bunking out, stealing, disobedience, rebellion at authority, 
and sexual activities,stubbornness, moodiness, wnpopularity, 
and overactivity. Alleged father was a chef, had drunk some, 
had been married and separated when he lived with Ruth's mother, 
He has also stayed with the foster mother and has supported Rut 
since her mother's death. Alleged father&s family were willing 
to take the girl and had a good home, but father would not agree 
Mother was born in the South, was separated from her husband, 
It was reported that mother taught in an orphanage for colored 
children, As a girl mother was committed to the Industrail Schoo 
as a stubborm girl. She scemed honest and trustful, Mother die 
when Ruth was about a year old. A maternal uncle had a court 
record for stealing, gambling, assault and battery, Maternal 
grandmother was reported tubercular, Ruth was placed in a fost 
home when her mother died, At elever alleged father placed in 
another foster home this girl who had been moved so much. “ere 
she had a chance to take music lessons, The foster home was 
not very well kept, There was troubbe when Ruth started taking 
money, Was away from home a great deal, and had received money 
from a men with whom she had had relations. 

Ruth was seen at the JBGC because of these many 
problems, She was illegitimate end her father immoral, There 


were poor standards regarding sex matters. Father has some 
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‘affection for the girl, but has seen her only at intervals, She 
| ; 


in turn has some affection for him,imows his mode of Living but 
has no great feeling about this apparently. She has the great- 
H 

est affection for the white women with whom she has lived the 


pePaect. who seems suddenly to have given her up. She was not 


hoppy with present foster mother, andfeels the home poor come 

sakes to the former, Here is a lack of sympathy and a good deal 

e frictim, The girl is well-developed physically, has a 
leasant expression, is rather attractive, and masturbates, Her 


| ental is of very good general ability. She is normally devel- 
wt in school and achievement is up to grade except in arithme- 
it 


c. She appeared to have good self-criticism and persistence, 


ut was rather impulsive. ‘he seemed much more intelligent than 


the average colored girl according to this report. 


She was fairly active, gregarious, unhappy, and felt 
insecure, She showed good loyalty to her father for his constant 


isupport, Rebellion seems to be a natural reaction to the situa- 


ot The causes of her actions were probably much changing 


about in the home and verylittle affection, unhappiness in the 


| 
ast foster home, long continued sex practices, recent stealing | 


or normal desires, taking things she wanted and getting money 


to obtain status, and perhaps knowledge of foster mother's dis- 


honesty Although this girl seemed a good deal of a risk, she 
ha accepted by the CAA for placement under supervision. Two 


ars later after running away she ws returned to the court,fowmd 


del inquent, and committed to Lancaster, 
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In this instance there is a girl who has been moved 


about from one foster home to another by her alleged father 
after the death of her mother, She lacked security and affece 
tion, sympathy, adequate standards, and little family life. 
Ser behavior was an expression of these inadequacies which 


she felt, 


Case 21, Jeannette 

Jeannete,born in 1920 in Boston, was referred to the 
BPH because of evidence of sex misconduct found by the doctor. 
She confessed to sexual intercourse with two men and the court 
seemed to prove more, Her sister stated that she got money 


for these acts. In the contacts with the agency Jeannette 


'-seemed normally intelligent, not retarded in school, but show 


ed many indications of abnormal sex development. She had been 


known to the agency only a few days, The past record of the 


family showed nonesupprt, parental quarrels and parental unrel- 


ijability, bootlegging. A stubborn complaint signed by the 
mother was 6 come up in court. 

The report of the BPH on Jeannette, age eleven, ané a 
sex delinquent, stated that the child ws given a Stanford 
Psychological examination, getting a mental -@ of fifteen 
years five months indicating an I.Q. of 130. She is an inter- 
esting,precocious youngster, showing no affection for her 
family with the possible exception of the father of whom she 


has seen little. mghe admits she never got on well with mother 


and thinks this is due to the fact that she re sembles her 
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shows signs of all his bad characteristics, She resents her 


father, and that mother identifies her with him, thinking she 


brother, age fifteen, who sides with mother against her, and 


————————— 


tries to discipline her. She states that her best friend has 
been her father's step-sister,Nellie, a girl of about six- 


teen,through whom she met the boys with whom she had rel ations. 


sees little in it, and denied receiving money from any of the 
men involved. As far as could be determined her main interest 


is reading. Her desire is to leave Boston to go on a ranch 


| where she cm ride horseback. She does not wish to live any 


Her reaction to sex relations was one of indifference, for she 
| 
| 


sat with m other, She seemed Like a nervous child, with 


high intellectual endowment, well worth a chance in a foster 


ee 


| home, She is adventuresome and well weaned from her home, If she 
/eould be wisely guided in a good environment, it scemed as if | 


she might do very well, 


Shortly after this Jeannette was found guilty of 


delinquency to wit fornication in the lower court and placed 
on probation to be placed in St.J's school during probation, 
‘Two years later the home had to be under supervision because 
two other children in the home were being involved in difficuwl- 


ties. Mother seemed to be trying to care for the children, 


I In this study there appear in the family background 


inon-support ,parental quarrels, and parental unreliability, The 
child was lacking parental relationships because she felt that 


her mother resented her, In spite of the home conditions where 
\the girl was very unhappy, she was left there. 
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| Case 22. Polly 
: 


Polly, aged fifteen, Negro, Americam Protestant, in the 
t peeena year of high school, the third of four children Living 
| with mother. three brothers, a maternal niece, and a man boarder 
is the daughter of a man and wife who have been separated for 
' seven years, The family was first known to the SPCC in 1918 
when mother had an illegitimate child whose father she later 
married, In 1934 mother was reported to be running a house of 


421 fame, entertaining men of questionable character, and the 


child was said to be doing poorly in school, However no evidenc 


=——s 


| Was found, In 1936 Polly was before the court as a stubborn child 

and Placed in the care and custody of the SPCC, She was truant- 
ing from school claiming she could not keep her mind on her 

| school work because of an abortion she had had nearly two years 


|before under the mother's supervision. She goes to school, leaves 


| claiming she has been to movies and shows staying all day, and 
a home late. Recently she spent the night in a doorway, 
|The problems are disobedience, truancy, sensitiveness, and the 


girl cries considerably, 


In the family was the mother who was thirt y- seven, 


a boy of eighteen whose twin died, a boy of sixteen, Polly, and 


a girl of twelve, Mother said father was twenty-three at the 
‘time of Polly's birth, Father had no mental disease or epilepsy 
‘and did not drink, He had spent some time in the Yoncord Reform 


| 
atory for holding people up, Mother had known him since child- 


hood, There was a paternal uncle in Grafton State Hospital with 
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_ did well, has had mugic lessons and advantages which mother 


some mental disease. Father had been a porter until seven year 


before when he had joined the Communist party, and then did not 
believe in work,. In their married life there was always fric- 
tion and unhappiness, Mother had always been well except that 
she had rickets as a child which left her lame, She had seven 
operations on her leg, but has had no diseases or bad habits. 
She has always had to contribute to the family's support and 
seemed like a good manager. In 1931 she was in court for allow 
ing immoral conduct in her ledging house. Mother said she was 
never told anything about life so got into difficulty with 


father, She explained sex to Polly at an early age and warned 


her of the dangers of intimacy. When Polly became pregnant, 
her reaction was that it would be a terrible responsibility for 
Polly to have the care of a baby at the age of thirteen. she 
regrets not having a close relationship with the girl. a 
brother was before the Juvenile Court for larceny and sent to 
the Industrial School, Polly claims that her brothersknew 
about the abortion and all criticized and taunted her, making 


| 

| 

her unhappy. | 
The family lived in a fairly good neighborhood where | 

| 


there were ae number of colored people nearby. They had a 


single house with eight rooms which made it possible for Polly 
to have her own room, “other says she has ambitions for her 
children and has always given Polly every opportunity to in- 


prove herself, She has always gone to dancing school where she 
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feels are superior. Mother has also had as many entertainments 


as possible at home feeling that she wanted to know with whom 
her daughter was associating. The previous summer she had been 
a mother's helper. Mother feels that the girl reads too many 
True Story magazines, goes with older girls who are coarse, Two 
girls evidently had a violent crush on each other about two and 
a half years before according to some notes which mother found 
and read, Two other girls used to get money from a doorman, bu 
it was later learned that Polly was not involved. Mother does 
not know present associates, but thinks girl is led bg others 
and by older people, Her chief amusement is dancing. Mother 
considers her daughter seclusiveness, and thinks she locks her 
door all the time. At times she is quarrelsome, rather vain, 
Piewasionally disobedient, stubborn, resentful of authority 
and impulsive. 

Her development. was nor mal with a full term pregnancy 


and Caesarian delivery. She was nursed at nine months, walked 


at one and a half, talked and got her teeth normally. Habit 
training was established early, and her health has been eenenals 
good, She recovered well from the abortion. She smokes sonsids 
erably, keeps late hours, but has no nervous habits. he began 


school at the age of four, spending one year in each grade ex- 


cept the first year of high school w hich was repeated, While 


she tried to do the work she was geonstantly reminded of the 


abortion, md felt very much attached to the child and wanted 


it. Although she stated that she was very fondof the man in | 
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question, she would not give any information about him. She sai 
| 


she had not seen him or gone to his apartment for some time, y 


Polly's grandfather claims that the girl is very unhappy because 
mother is constantly criticizing md wnraiding her about the 
past, although mother denies this. To the SPCC agent Polly i 
seemed like a very sensitive girl, not somuch delinquent asa | 
victim of circumstances and foolish. She seemed to have a i 
good mind, was anxiousto go on in school to fit herself fora } 
position but was tormented by the idea that she got into this 
difficulty and maintains staumch loyalty to the man, She also 
stated she would not want to marry this man after what had 
happened, Polly feels unwanted in the home especially in the 
social activities and her brothers take her nowhere, 

During the test period at the JBGC Polly was very 
friendly, polite, entirely cooperative, though she had some 
difficulty in expressing herself. In the single interview she 
seemed likeable, friendly, rather hasitant in speech and not at 
all dramatic. She gave the impression of being frank, showed 
a great deal of emotion in discussing her family situation and 
her own attitudes, was fairly ambitious, wanted to complete 
high school, and fankly stated she was not interested in com- | 
mercial subjects, but would like trade training. She is | 
apparently very gregarious and eager for social seceptance; she | 
said she was very active and needed a good many outlets, She | 
also claimed a good deal of fantsy life of a normally romantic | 


sort and much emotional conflict about her earlier sex affair 
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to her racial group. Polly considers herself left out of the 


family group. One wonders if mother's attitude has changed 


toward the girl since the sex affair, mother seeing in the girl's 


| situation a repitition of her own early difficlty leading to an 


[unhappy marriage. The outlook under the same conditions did not 
| seem favorable, Polly herself did not seem essentially poor 
| material; in fact with adequate resources and some modification 


of attitudes it seemed as if she mitht do quite well, There were 


not many resources for recreation although this is really needed 


Polly, when seen after this, said she would prefer 


|being at home. Mothersaid she would be willing to try to make 


the home pleasane, but could not contribute much toward Trade 


School, if the girl should go there, Polly was found delin- 
quent and given a suspended sentence to Lancaster and probation, 
She returned to her mother, although dter court she was very 
‘much disturbed because mother did not wish to speak or have 
adh to do with her, Ten months later Polly was again 

| Pregnant by the same man with whom she had had relations for 


over a period of some years. He had given her money and was 


responsible for the abortion she had had. Polly at this time 


was committed to the State Industrial School for Girls at “~ancas 


| In this case there appeasr in the family situation 


parents who were separated who had a very unhappy marital life. 


‘The mother had herself grown up under very poor conditions with 


;seemed to have fair average mental ability, especially in relation 
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; complete lack of standards. The girl did not have a satisfact 


lory relationship with her mother or with the other siblings. She 


ae recreation, and was unable to concentrate in school be- 


| 


cause of the conflict over her previous sex experience, This 


girl, when returned to the same environment under similar con- 
} 
etn became aagain involved in sex delinquencies, 

| 


Case 23, Anne 


Anne was born in 1919 in Massachusetts, of a Protestant 


family. Her father, born in Massachusetts in 1874 and mother 
jborn in 1897 in Nova Scotis, were married in 1916. This was 
father's second marriage, There were three other children born 
in the second marriage, a boy born in 1916, a boy born in 1917, 
[ves an illegitimate girl born in 1930, 


In november, 1920 father had made a complaint against 


mother. They had lived together not more than two years though 

‘married in 1916 on account of mother's filthy and immoral habits, 
Father was forty-eight and mother twenty-four at the time of the 
marriage; mother complainded that she did not know father's age. 
|The first wife died in child birth, Mother had been in court fo 


ladultery, but father did not press the charge because he was 


before the court on a charge of assault and battery, ad on prob-| 


aiden for non-support. Yhe children had been placed by the prob~« 
| 
ation officer in a foster home’ Father's and ifother s marriage 


was a forced one; motherlived with father some months before the 


Becziere, but has no use for f ather now. The complaint made 


this time seemed to be one of spite on the part of father, Mothe 
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seemed to be doing her best for the children, Mother had been 


| brought up by her parents in Nova Scotis, but matermal grandmother 
died when Anne was five years of age. Maternal grandfather was 
‘Italian and immoral. Maternal grand-aunt was deaf and tongue- 
tied. In 1930 a brother of Anne*s was sent to Training School 
on account of truancy. 

| In November, 1931 Anne was in the BCH seven months 


suspected that father was responsible for the girl's condition, 


‘pregnant. She made no direct admissions but the hospital worker 
- doctors stated hat the baby was terribly deformed, Anne 


was then in the second year of high school and had lived with 
Sains relaties wtil the age of ten, thm returning home, 


| she was very fond of father. She denied being with enyone or 
being pregnant, but admitted that she masturbated, though father 
‘found out and had tried to make her stop. After the hospital 
worker reported that the case was one for the SPCC father went 
|to the hospital, made a scene, and took the girl away, Three 


days later a complaint of wayward was made against the girl, but 


father would not tell where the girl was, Father had a court 

record for larceny and the unlicensed de livery of narcotic fae 
| The master of the high school reported that Anne had been a good 
| student and no trouble in school, The children attended church | 
| fairly regularly, A week laterafter being adjudicated wayward 


the girl was placed in the Florence Crittenton Home, 


At the JBGC father seemedeager for the children to ha 


a good education, giving great valve to this. “e had a fixation 
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on Anne and was much concermed about her education rather than | 


being concerned with her illegitimate child, Anne showed 


extreme affection for her father. Her IQ was 102 showing good 
general ability which might have been higher if she had not | 
been so tense. She assumed that fathe rwould take all the 
responsibility. She needed to be weaned from father, needed 
a substitution for affection, and reeducation both socially 
and recreationally. “he was so tied to her parent that she 
could not grow up, 

Five years later the girl had been a ward attendant 
and got on quite well due to the sympathy which she aroused by 
telling of the awful life she had had, Because of the girl's | 
own behavior with patients and doctors she had to be discharged 
finally. The agency d=cided that in view of the past and her 


character it would be futile to ty to do anything with the 


wirl. 
In this case there was an over-strong attachment 
between father and daughter. The girl had not grow emotionally, 


lacked recreation, and suitable outside interests . 


Case 24, Eleanor 

Eleanor is the next to youngest of six children in a 
*rotestant family in New England. The family had been knowm 
to the agency for some time before Eleanor came in direct con- 
tact with it, #leanor was born in 1922 but the year beforethe 


home was visited and ealled on of the dirtiest homes imaginable 
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The father was described as dirty and shiftless. The mother was) a 


5 | 
daughter by her father's first marriage. The marriage of Sleanor's 


parents was a forced one. When mother deserted the children 


Eleanor was placed with friend, although &ther thought they 


would be better off if they were with the state. At that time 


Training School; another child was in Trade School. Two months 
later there was a wurrant out for the grandfather for the unlaw- 
ful manufacture of liquor. Neighbors reported that father was 
drinking continually. The next year father was found guilty of 
neglect of the children and was sentenced to the House of 
Correction suspended sentence, 

About three years later Mrs. with whom #leanor was 
living reported that the girl was very untruthful, told most 


fenciful stories, was @sent from school a number oftimes, claim- 


ing that her foster mother kept her home. She also was stealing 


{ 
| 
| 
the oldest boy was committed as a delinquent to the Walpole 
When faced with the stories she usually denied them, Ars, __ 
has know the family far back and believes that the girl comes 
jnaturally by her faults. The school principal reportedalso 
‘that the girl was a rpoblem in school, that she was lying and 
| stealing. The principal recommended other placement for the 
| eirl because he believed that foster mother taunts the girl 
‘about ner family, telling her they are crazy. A report of 
‘the school psychiatrist stated that Bleanor "seems to be all 
| 


,right as far es the mental side goes, but is woefully lacking 


(on the moral", The report stated also that Zleanor was a normal 
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Was very tense and on guard at first during the interview with 
her mind filled with sordid stories of her family, 

A few days later the foster mother reported some 
improvement in the girl's behavior, did not want to give the 
child up, and had been giving her dolls, a carriage, and books 
so that the child seemed very happy. She had also given her 
fifteen cents for movies each week because the child felt wn- 

happy at not having money as the other children whose fathers 
supported them, Mrs.__—s- was persuaded not to talk to the child 
about her f anily, 

There was no further complaint until four weute later 
when the attendance officer reported that Eleanor, now fifteen, 
is boy-crazy and has run away. Mrs.___— reported that Eleanor 
has taken some things from a store and last summer took money 
from the home of an old friend of the family where she was ‘ 
visiting. The girl is considered a law unto herself and will 
take no suggestions. The mother has had the police officer 


andthe minister talk to the girl but to no avail. 


The next months when “leanor's case of delinquency 
to wit run away came up on continuance the girl was placed 
with a pastor who thought she had had a hard time because the 
eet r parents seemed to do a geat deal of nagging, While here 
the pastor reported that the girl had been a truant and had 
stayed out late at night. At school she stole a coat because 
she said she needed it, At this time the girl cried a great 
deal, promised to do better, and said she liked the foster 


Parents. In spite of this the pastor found that indecent books | 
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were coming to her through the mail, and that she was cutting 
articles from papers having to do with marriage etc. When the 
ffoster parents went out Zleanor left the baby alone in the 
house, not returning until late atnight. Since the pastor is 
itaking his family out west, he does not feel that he ecm keep 
‘the girl because sh= can not be trusted, 

At the BPH Zleanor was found to have a high intelli- 
gence quotient of 130, The examiner felt that the girl had no 
jcharacter and did not know whether it could be developed at 
this late date. she had admitted a lot of unnatural sex conduct, 
{The doctor felt that the pastor would be better off if he did nad 


keep the child, She seemed to have an excellent intellectual 


endowment and should have done better school work. She said she 
liked school and fanned to continue high gsmool, Bleanor 
seemed to be an attractive girl with strong instinctive drives in 
he adolescent period. It was recommeded that she be under 
long time supervision and training such as she would receive tal 
a girls' school or in one of the correctional schools, Returned | 
to the foster home she would undoubtedly become delinquent. . 
About three weeks later Zleanor was before the Juvenile ,ourt 


bn a charge of delinquency to wit rum away. At this time she 


as sent to the State Industrial School for Girls at “~ancaster, 
The problem in this cas® seems to be hat of a girl 
ith imyproper early environment and lack of opportunity to 


develop any st mdards. Because of her early lack of training she 


was involved in lying, stealing, x misconduct, and had no 


understanding of moral st mdards, 
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Case 25, Grace and Florence | 


| 
| Grace and *lorence are two of four illegitimate child- | 
= known to various agencies a number of years, The paternal 


‘grandmother was a patient at Long +sland Hospital. The mother 


lwas a child who had been taken to court on a run away charge, 
io being placed by the Child Welfare Department she ran away 
| again, and was given a suspended sentence to the State Industri 
| School, The maternal grandmother was Hebrew but preferred any 
Protestant church, The step-father had been arrested for lar- 


ceny, and was serving a term at Sing Sing where mother visits 


| 
| 
| nam, leaving the children alone on the street, Mother was re- 


ceiving aid and was reported by the police as being sincere in h 


efforts to do right and gave he children good care. The oldest 


child had been placed by the Child Welfare Department, Father 


as prison said that if mother would marry him in the Catholic 
“hurch, he would be released on parole, They had been married 


pa the Baptist Church, but mother did not feel that it would he 


|; to remarry. Mother denied associating with men of bad character 


‘The putative father of #lorence said he was willing to marry 


| 
,mother, but her husband was serving sentence. While the puta- 
[tire father was serving sentence, mother lived with another man, 


|, It was stated that other men were frequenting the house for 


ae purposes. The home and children seemed dirty. Grace | 
was out of school and the mother stwed no interest in the baby. | 


|At this time she was living on the money made by her irregular 
| way of living. Grace was tained not to divulge information abou 


ce men who frequented the home, On another record it was found 
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had been in a reformatory, and had been arested for prostitution, 
Six months later the family had been asked to move because of | 
continual drinking and the additional dults living in the home, 
Mother was arrested as a suspicious person, and for idle and dig- 
orderly conduct. The children were placed with friends and all 
seemed healthy. 

A few months later mother and the children were living 
together again receiving welfare aid, Mother was trying to get! 
a divorce but found it hard because of the illegitimate child- 
ren. She admitted soliciting but never allowed the children to 
see any men come to the house, She herself grew up in afamily 
where there was a lack of moral codes, so she decided that her 
children should know nothing of her past. The next month 
mother died after being ill with pneumonia following a mis- 
carriage. The doctor refused to sign the death certificate 
because of the strange circumstances of the death. When the 
police were called in they found that a man had been living in 
the home during the illness. The case of neglect against the 
children was continued, and they were committed permanently to 
the CWD. 

The BPH report stated that Grace seemed somewhat 
depressed and emotionally upset by the death of her mother, 


She assumed an adult manner in discussing the episode and ex- 


pressed a wish that she and her sister could be placed with 
relatives. Toward her sister Grace assumed armotherly attitude 


The psychometric test showed that she had a mental age of nine 
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years eleven months with an I1.Q. of 98. She seemed alert, bright, 
) 


anc very much interested in the surroundings. She cooperated 
well through out the examination. Florence according to a 
Minnesota Preschool test had a mental age of four years one 
;month with an I.Q. of 120, Her language development was quite © 
;superior. The report suggested that the children be placed ) 
with relatives if the home were satisfactory, otherwise in | 
/an average or above average foster home, | 
In this case are found very poor standards in the | 
| home, immorality,a mother who was promiscuous and had little 
| interest in the children, and a father who was serving time 


in prison, As these children were young and of good intellectual 


| 
ability, they would probably b= able to get along well ina 


home which would offer them normal standards and a better . 


environment. 


Case 26, Gladys 
| Gladys, when seen at the JBGC was found to have an IQ 
| of 92 indicating fair average intelligence, with average menm- 
ory span.The git was friendly and talkative during the test 
| period, eager to do well, and responsive to praise, About three 
| weeks after this Gladys was found neglected in court, and mothez 
committed to the B,State Hospital, 
Gladys was them referrec to he BPH in order to get a | 
better understanding of the girl She had shown evidence of 


* 


| hysteria and temp-=r tantrums in the past. The first actual 
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report of poor physical conditions in the home, 


children married, six others living, and one dead, They were 
first know to the SPCC when the agency assisted in the prose- 
eution of a mid-wife for not reporting an ophthalmia case at 


the birth of one of the children in this family. In 1919 the 


mother had been found to be acting rather peculiarly, was shift- 


less, slovenly in housekeeping, and a question of morality; fath. 


er was drinking. As a result the children were placed out, Wine| 


years later there was a complaint of a brother for general neg- 
lect. At that time two of the children were at home, one having 
had her second illegitimate child. Ome child was placed at the 
Orchard Home School; two received the benefit of country week, 


and Gladys was with a private family in the country for a short 


t 
Father and mother were »orm in New Endland, had two 
time. Four years later father reported that mother was living 
wuth another man and the children were morally neglected. 
Tasough the Nunicipal Court mother was separated from the man, 
ordered to help support the children who were placed with father 
the next year both parents were found guilty of non-support. 
Two years later Gladys was in the BCH with a had condition of 
chorea; the social worker felt the home not a suitable place 
and mother not a proper person, The girl did not wish to return 


to her home because the presence of mother's man-friend upset 


her. A few months later Gladys was sent to fhe N.E,Hospital for 


,Mother was committed to the B,State Hospital, but left in a few 


= but the Prendergast Preventorium was recommended, 
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_ |months, the condition being due greatly to alcohol, The girl | 


‘Was placed after this at he Ingleside School, father contribu- 

| ting toward her support and the mother living with a sister.. 

| Gladys has had good general health, except when she 
fae treated for a mild rheumatic heart condition and chorea, and 


later for worms and an acute respiratory infection when she was 


found to have a positive skin tuberculosis test for which she 
| received treatment, In school she is considered well-mannered 
by the teacher, with a normal interest in friends and work, 


doing well in the studies of the seventh grade. 


After the examination at the BPH Gladys, aged thir- 
teen, was found to be restless, fidgety, whose behavior was 
suggestive of a chronic mild chorea; there seemed to be no 

other odd behavior. She was pleasant and cooperative in manne 
and talked freely of the last two years. She denied being un- 
happy while with her mother, and attributed her behavior of 
the past two years to the antagonism against the older girls 
| at school, The present school is more pleasant because there 
is little rivalry; the girl has received a double promotion 
here, Her psychometric examination showed a mental age of 
twelve years six months and an I.Q. of 95. The patient was slow) 
_ and deliberate in her efforts, | 
Because of her satisfactory in school it seemed wise | 
| to let her continue there until the end of the year. Provision | 
was made for training in household duties for future occupation, 


The problem in this case is that of a girl with very 


When she was Placed 
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in an environment away from the immorality and drinking whe re 


she could be happy and live under more normal conditions, the 
child was able to do better work in school and seemed more 


contented, 


, Case 27. Florence 


i Florence, five years of age, was of a family which had 


first become known to the SPCC one year before when the mother 


| Bad been arrested for &runkenness, leaving her child uncared 
for. Mother claimed to have been married twice but gave no defi- 
nite data regarding the marriages or any reliable information 

_ about the alleged husbands. As no record of either marriage 


was found the patemity of the child is in doubt. Mother was 
| 


| 

| 
| given a suspended sentence of one month in jail and placed on | 
i probation. Later she went with the child to the home of a re- | 
| putable aunt where she remained for a time but again commenced 


drinking. | 
later Florence was reported living with a Polish wii’ 
over a tavern which she owned, mother having been missing for 
gome time. On investigation the woman stated that mother 
visited the tavern with the child under the influence of liquor 
and left the child, The maternal aunt, the only relative know, 
was ill and unable to take care of the girl. 


Florence gave the appearance of being an wnusually 


bright girl. After the neglect complaint the child was placed 


temporarily with the DPW. Owing to the abnormal knowledge of 


_gex matters she was placed at the request of the SPCC in a 
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| frequently if he did not have to work.. She seemed quite fanci- 


| 


| private family rather than in the state temporary home in order 


to avoid contact with other children, Not withstanding the re- 


volting circumstances under which Florence lived, the boarding 
mother reported that she was a very nice child and obedient 
while with her. When seen at the SPCC the girl stated,"I hate 
my mother; why shouldn't I? She doesn't care anything for me, 
She wants to put me on the State. My mother's a bum, She's 
always drunk, She gets her living hustling. She gets her men 
in beer joints. I go with her, She takes money from men, She 
takes them home, then says give me the money. She takes them 
into a room, shuts the door and I listen and peek through the 
keyhole. I see what she does, Where you send me do I have to 
sleep with a man? Will there be a man in the room?" 

At the BPH Florence was described at the clinic as 
being attractive, pleasant appearing. She answered questions 
fully, and expressed hatred for her mother, She told quite 


fantastic stories about her father; although she admits never 


having seen him, she states that he is kind and would visit her 


ful and there was a @gree of uncertainty about the reliability 


(of her statements. There was no evidence of any abnormal 


behavior noted. On a Minnesota Pre-School Scale Florence was 


found to have an I,Q. of 96. The report recommended that the 


girl be placed in an environment where there would be as normal 


family surroundings as possible so that the girl might not need 


to resort to so much fantasy. 


After this report Florence was committed to the DPW 
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permanently; mother was found and put in jail for three come | 
She said when she got out she was planning to find out if the | 
girl were happy in her placement, and that her sister was anxiols 
to take the girl, 

In this case there is a complete lack of standards 
on the part of the mother with drinking and immorality, The 
child had no opportunity to develop any normal affection for 
a parent because her mother had no interest in her, and there 
was no father known, Hecause of her lack of nowmal family 
ties, the child had to resort to a great amount of fantasy in 


order to try to fill in the lack she felt in her surroundings, 


Case 28. Mildred and Rose 

Mildred, one of five children, and five years of age. 
Ser father,age thirty-five, was Irish, and had been committed 
to the BPH for a ten-day period,after a complaint of neglect 
of minor children had been made, Mother,age thrity-three, had 
just been in the hospital because of an attack of epilepsy. 
The family had been know to the SPCC only a month at the time 
when the case was referred to the BPH for report. Father,a 
ehronic alcoholic, had severly beaten mother and daughters. 
The childrenwould probably return home to live with mother 
who,when last seen, was intending to separate from father and 
have the children, The parents were married three months after 
the birth of the oldest girl. 


Mildred in the eighth grade was absent very few times 
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last year and had a B average, but the present year she has bee 


absent a great deal and failing in her studies, The principal 
felt that this was because she was very unhappy in her home and 
had no opportunity to study, Rose was in the fourth grade, but 
had truanted a great deal. Due to the constant quarrels mother 
has been leaving the house at intervals; as a result the childr 
react to the instability. Both children were alert, talkative, 
interested in all they saw, and reacted with a mixture of 
maturity and immaturity. They were difficult to handle and 
wished their om WAY. They were not trained to eat meals regue 
larly, and found discipline of fairly normal life difficult to 


adjust to, Rose was strongly attached to her mother, and 


became hysterical when she was taken to the hospital. Both girlg 
were unstable, showing quick changes of mood from very vivaciou 
to apathetic. Both felt that mother had done all that she coul 
for them, and father nothing. Mother has been working for a 
mumber of years. 


According to the report of the BPH Mildred, a well- 
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developed girl of thirteen, slender and poorly nourished, showe 


no marked physical stigmata. Her finger nails were closely 


bitten showing nervousness. Hermental age was thirteen years 
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and the 1,Q. 94.,She said she disliked school, but did not wish 


to leave, Apparently she was undecided and had not given much 


| ala to it. Rose,age eleven,was more neurotic than her 
‘Bapbbs and had been severly beaten by her father, There was no 


evidence of organic neurolagical disease. According to the 
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Stanford Scale she had an I.Q. of 90 with a mental age of ten ee 


i 
and nine months, The examiner felt that this was not representa= 


'tive and that the patient should be considered as rating some- 
what better. Nervousness in both was conditioned by the envir-_ 
onment. 
year suspended sentence in the House of Correction, The children 
were placed with mother, The conditions of the home seemed to | 
improve for a time, The children did better in their school | 
work, A few months later father was in the home again. As the 

children seemed to be good placing material, they were placed 

satisfactorily. 


| 
| 
Father was found without psychosis and was given one 
In this case the children were being brought up nee 


Pee aS AS SSS 


very poor conditions because of father's drinking and mother's 
/ epilepsy and the consequent instability. The children had 


little normal family life, were wihappy, and perhaps had little 


, vironment and to the physical and emotional instability. 


| chance to study. Their behavior was a reaction to their en- 
Edith's family was referred to the SPCC when a worker 

fowmd mother beating the children. Father has a court record 
for drunkenness and assault and battery. He often taunts Edith 
with the fact that she is illegitimate. The State visitor felt 


_ that both parents were cruel to the children, The Boaré of 


Case 29, Edith 
| 
) 
/ 
Health nurse reported that Edith was a particularly bright , 


healthy,h 


child, and had never heard of any cruelty in the 
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home, but presumed that the parents drank as did all Lithuaniang. 
At the visit in the home mother and children were found looking 
healthy, and the house was immaculate. Mother was of the 


| 
Lithuanian peasant type. Edith was a slight girl,rather swarth 


and a very bright,happy face. According to the school prin- 
cipal the girl had an I,Q. of 110, getting nothing below B 
in her studies, and in most getting A, She seemed to be a 
favorite in the school, 


Father came to the United States twelve years before; | 


mother came twenty-two years before. The grandparents were bo 
and died in Lithuania, Mother had beem employed as a domestic | 
before her marriage and had another illegitimate child in addi- 
tion to Hdith whose whereabouts is wnknown, At home mother feels 
that the only safe thing to do is for the girl to be placed for 
the summer, Mother was twenty-two at the time of the birth of 
Edith and had then been in the United States five years, Her 
father and several sisters are living in Russia, but she has a 
half-sister in this country. The alleged father was a Greek 
waiter who could not be located, Mother has been in and out of 
the hospital for a double mastoid for which: she had an operae 
tion, but will be entirely deaf. She is in critical condition, 
When seen the worker had to write messages to mother though she 
could read but little English. She would have been glad to 
have placed the children for a while but father disa-reed. 
Father was very positive and evidently made attempts to keep th 
house clean while mother was in the hospital, Mother was afrai 


of father, saying she thought he might kill her if she did 
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, report card. The principal of the school reported that Edith 


anything without his consent. Father was proud of having 


"snitehed" a load of wood from a building that was being tom 


down, After mother's return from the hospital she had trouble 


with Edith because of staying out late visiting a girl-friend, 
The girl stated quite readily that she did this because the gir 
friend had a radio. Mother does not blame the girl for not 
wanting to stay home as father is always taunting her of being 
illegitimate and no good. In order to provide recreation, plans 
were made for the girl bt go to the B,Community House, She 
enjoyed this, and appeared to be unusually with her fingers 
making puppets. The worker considered her a nice girl, but 
father made trouble by coming for the girl before the class 

was over. Edith said she often helped a frtend who was having 
difficulty with her school work and then stayed to listen to 
the radio. She was usually afraic her father would beat her 


when she returned home, The girl was really proud of her 


Was one of the nicest girls there. At one time at home Bdith 
received a black eye when she tried to protect her mother who 
was trying to keep father from beating the yowmger sister, At 
court a complaint was made against father for assault, As father 


was very repentant mother wanted 6 give him one more chance. 


She thought he was frightened enough never b abuse the children 
any more, After that Edith never went out except when mother 


knew about it and gave permission, The worker reported at the 


Community Center that the girl was not attending regularly, 
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but was usimg it for an excuse. She also reported seeing the 


girl on the street,going with a girl of questionable character 


and a group of boys who hung about street corners. Mother 


| 
| claimed that the girl was out but behaving herself. She was, | 
however, anxious to be out of the house during the summer, 
Mother felt that the girl should have a chance in the world 
because had a keen mind, but would never have any chance in 
her home, Edith was then placed by the C,A,A, Her mother 
missed her but knew it was best for the childe.Shortly after 
Edith was doing well in a teacher's home; she visited home 
from time to time. Father and mother were reunited as mother 
did not object to father's drinking as long as he did not use 
his money for it. The family later moved to another section 
into a house more attractive with more rooms and space fora | 
garden and playground for the children, 


In this case is a girl of Lithuanian parents, ili egi- 


timate, who found! home very unsatisfactory. Father was alco- 
holic, cruela and abusive and taunted the girl, Mother was 


in powr physical condition and felt that the girl should have 


| 
a shance outside the home, With recreation provided and a 
more sati sfactory environment the girl was able » get along 


better, 
Nellie is seven, illegitimate, white, born of a mother, 


| 
| 
| Case 30. Nellie 
| 
| 


who is of Russian and English descent. A worker of he Traveler! 
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said that the mother and Nellie who had been living with the 


maternal grandmother in New York came to the aunt's house 


according to a plan whereby the maternal aunt agreed to take 
Nellie into her home and care for her, After that the mcher 
refused tb return to New York although maternal aunt bought a 
ticket. Mother has an history of insanity diagnosed dementia 
Ppraeccox, varanoid type. Matermal aumt would have been willing 
to keep mother if she had not kept throwing everything away. 


She found Nellie a lovable child,troubled with enuresis, and 


| noticed that she ground her teeth at night, Nellie is now in 


| the first grade and is reported by the teachers as being well- 


a a a a a 


| 


behaved, nicely dressed, and brilliant, tries hard, amd attends. 


regularly. Maternal amt said mother was bitter against social 


agencies because she is afraid they will take Nellie away. 


Mother has had various jobs, and married soon after coming to 


Boston. Maternal aunt spoke of the possibility of boarding the 


child if she decided to work again. Now she feels incapable 
of caring for the youngster because she would not know the 
symptoms of various diseases nor what to do. 


Buring the two months the girl was with the maternal 


aunt she showed great improvement. She grew less shy and back- 
‘ward, gainéd weight, and seemed to be happy. She made several 
oe ae gard pe chai in the neighborhood and went out playing nearly 
every afternoon, The maternal aunt spoke very bitterly of her 


home life. Since mother's retum to the home, she had been very 


protective of her and uncooperative with any social agency. 


Nellie and her mother have lived in a small community where the 
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‘have been continually the object of charity. 


Nellie was referred to the BPH because of her nervous 


| 
| 
i 


condition and the mental history of her mother, She was behind | 


While in New York she was @sent a great deal. Father said 
mother had been very itntemperate and had had delerium tremens, 
Mother was called "peculiar and of subnormal intelligence", 


| 
in school, although now she is doing well in the first grade. 
| 
Several of her antecedents were psychotic, Illegitimacy, alco- | 


holism, and tuberculosis were said to be frequent in the history 


| 


|;tional outbursts and some degree of promiscuity. Mother's 


of the family. Mother was dso said to have been given to emo- 


| 
married life had been very unhappy, 


| Mother in her childhood had been taught at home by 


! 


\maternal grandmother until the age of nine when she went to 


public school. She was dissatisfied at home where there was so 


much immorality and drunkenness, so she went to a rich family 
Ito work, She found high school too difficult with the house- 
work so she dropped school at the end of the third year, Mother 
had been considered a nice girl with a desire for education whi 
was denied her for economic reasons and caused her to accept 
jJobs which she considered menial. 


i 
According to the Revised Stanford Nellie has a mental 


ee of eight years eight months and an I,Q. of 117. She seemed 
sensitive,timid, troubled with enuresis until recently, finnicky 
! 

as to food, restless, sleepless, very talkative, and insisted 


She was a nervous 


n sleeping with grow-ups rather than alone. 
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page none too robust, and alittle underweight. Four months aft 


this mother was admitted b the State Hospital where she was 


Nivacno sed a Psychopathic personality with psychosis. Maternal 


aunt agreed to keep Nellie with her unless she got work, If 


she did this, she promised to pay board for the girl in agood 


| foster home recommended by the child-plaeing agency. 


In this case is a child,illegitimate, abandoned by 


/her mother who was psychotic and had unsatisfactory antecedents, 
Mother's own childhood had been unhappy as well as her marriage. 
vith the aunt the child was able to find more stable conditions | 
land a happier environment, Here she got alon more satisfactorily, 
| 
Case 31. Harriet 
Harriet,age fifteen, Roman Catholic, was referred to th 
Juvenile Court as a neglected child, Father, age forty-seven, 


was born in California, but deserted his family, He has a long 


court record for breaking and entering, larceny, and drunk, 


Mother, age forty-two, was born in Nowa Scotia, They were marrie 


went y years before. She had been in court several times for 

| keeping and exposing, for keeping a disorderly house, and 
finally given probation, Five years after that she was in court 
for abortion and finally sentenced to the Reformatory for Women 
| from which she was paroled, She was gain arrested for performin 
| illegal operations, and sent to jail. The oldest daughter was 

: illegitimate, formerly had been in Industrial School for larceny 


| and disorderly conduct, A boy born nine years later was taken by 
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Another girl, bor two years later, died 


the DPW as dependent, 
of cancer. A girl barn four years after that was adjudicated 
neglected and placed in a foster home, While mother was in the 
Reformatory Harriet attended Industrial School, She was gradua- 
ted from high school, Harriet, who was seventy-ecight pounds 
overwéight, has always been very pleasant and well-behaved, but 


there is a question about how much she Imows of her mother's 


activities, Harriet is not very active; foster mother reports 


| 
| 
| 


that she has difficulty in getting the girl to do anything, and 


that she does not know how to wash dishes, has a large appetite, 


| and always begins eating bfore the others have sat down to the 
“table, In a foster home where she was placed for a few days | 
‘Harriet was found to be unreliable wih the children, She wante 

! to stay in bed and read most of the time, After mother's arrest 


a complaint of neglect was made against Harriet and her sister, 


Harriet was found at the home of a woman well-known to the 


| Police for keeping a house of ill fame and was involved in the 


j 
white slave trade, 


The report of the BPH described Harriet as a girl of 

| fifteen, adipose, with very good intelligence, attractive, an 

| adolescent girl with very good poise. She seemed frank and 
fairly honest in her manner, The examiner was surprised to note 

| how serious and ambitious the girl was for her future after 

| considering the history and family background. By the psycho- 
metric tests in the New Stanford Harriet has a mental age of 

| seventeen years seven months and an I,Q, of 120, The girl stated 


| that her ambition was to study medicine but since she could not 
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afford to do that, she has chosen to take nurses’ training as | 
“next best. She seems to have a good personality for this pro- 
fession, She stated that her mother had always been eager that 
all her children have the best possible education and training. 
She said also that her mother had explained to her all about 


sex and always felt it easy to talk to her mother and ask 


| 
questions about any personal matters, The examiner believed 
that the girl had very cood endowments intellectually and in 
‘personality, and merited all the help that could be given for 
professional training, 

After this report the girl was placed in a family 
known by the police to be all right. It was a nice family in 
which there was one boy four years old. Soon,however,it became | 
necessary to place Harriet somewhere else because the matemal 
jaunt, who was backward mentally, began to be jealous of the girl 
jand refused to share a roam with her. The foster father said 
he knew the mother well and that any thought of reformation was 
absolutely out of the question, that mother had returmed to her ' 
profession of "abortionist® in order to give her oldest boy the 
spending money he demanded which was twenty dollars a week, 
Harriet was placed by the CCB in a foster home, 

This case was primarily one of neglect. Father with a | 


long court record had deserted; mother had a very poor back- 


‘girl needed a better atmosphere than that which her mother 


/ 
| 
| 
: 
. 
| 
— and seemed tb have little interest in her children. The 
| outa have given her and some encouragement to carry out her | 


ambitions, 
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Case 32, Thomasina | 
: 
Thomasina is the older child in a family of two illegi- 


timate children and has been in the Industrial Sehool for Girls, 


Thomasina is eleven ani her brother seven, She has been boarded 


' 
’ 


out by her mother since birth ani has recently been sent to the 
| 


Industrial School by the DCG because of the death of the foster 
mother. Thomasina is in the seventh grade. She is resentful | 
toward her mother and will have nothing to do with her, It is 


thought that this attitude is produced cy the former foster 
Parents. The girl hates everything Italian.There is a great | 
deal of wncertainty about her father because various aliases | 
were used at the time of the confinement and in placing the re 


Mother at one time passed as a married woman and said her husban’ 


Was wealthy and had a car, He paid the confinement expenses and 
‘then would have nothing further to @ with her, The mother is a | 
swarthy Italian, thirty-four years of age, She is lame in one | 
leg and apparently has considerable res-ntment toward her vannietl 
especially her mother, for not having secured proper treahment 
for this when she was younger, The DCG workerr reported that 

mother made a good impression and seemed bright, had a refined | 
manner, Mate mal grandmother is dead, but there. is an old record 
on mother with the “ociety for the Care of Girls where she was | 
known in 1921, According to thigmatemal grandmother turned 


mother out of the home because she did not make as much money as 


maternal grandmother thought she should, Mother comolaindd 


that she no sooner got a position than grandmother took out a 


complaint, made her give up the job and fine something better. 
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7 maternal grandmother took out stubborn complaint several times 


i 


| but clerk of the court would not issue it because he- considered 
mother in the right. The court felt that she was a hard-workin 


girl, There was considerable hostility between mother and grand-- 


mother and always mother was very much afraid to have her famil 

| find out about her illegitimate children, Mother is keeping 
house for maternal a three maternal uncles, 

| When Thomasina was a small baby, mother placed her at 
a boarding home where she paid irregularly for several years 
and the boarding mother did not press her as she became attache 


to the child, Mother had not visited her for the past three 


years but kept in touch with the situation through friends. 


: Recently the boarding mother died, and an elderly woman was left 
| in charge of the home who was unable to support the child, The 


| foster mother was apparently filled with stories of mother's 
i 


| 
| lack of interest in the child and her cruelty in placing her, 


| 


| die than go with mother, The DCG worker felt that perhaps mothér 


Thomasina seemed to have been given ideas as to mother's moral 


standards, When mother took the child after the foster mother's 


death, the child went into hysterics, saying she would rather 


| would like a closer contact with the child but was prevented 


| by the child's attitude, The girl has a sense of loyalty to th 


H 
{ 
| foster parents who brought her up for so many years. She shows 
| 


intense emotion in relatio to mother and very bitter, almost 
| childlike resentment, She seems to feel strongly that mother 


U 


_meglected her and had little interest in her, The girl has a 


sor ree ie 
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gpaie to be untidy about her personal things at school, She 


geeme to absorb instructions readily. She is bright, attractive 

| amenable to discipline, although she had a quick temper, and 

| at times was inclined to use bad language. The matron of the 
school reported that the girl was only slightly slower to adjust 


than others, but seemed afraid of people. She has a furtive loo 


-and a queer habit of not looking at a person directly in the 
sun She seemed to enjoy living with girls and entered into 

school activities quite readily. She was not "forward" but did 
i . 


‘Like to be the center of attention. She gets this by constantly 
| 


|reciting poetry even though it is merely Mother Goose, She has 
not shown any tendency toward dishonesty and has owned up to 
Say prank, In the test period at the JBGC she was very friendl 


4 


cooperative, and seemed to enjoy the mental tasks. In the inter 


\view she was friendly,talkative,wth normal childish interests, 


| 


hog was normally energetic, cregarious, and seemed amenable to 


| suggestion, She was well developed physically except for defective 


| ¥aeson ; While the girl was happy in the foster home, it was un- 
aibekate that she should feel so completely rejected by her 
mother and be so bitter about it. 

_ Two years later the etre Was seen at the JBGC to get 
advice on placement. During the two years at Industrial “chool 
pieingine had become so difficult to handle that the SPCC was 


called to take charge of the case. The child did not like her 


name, and was against everything Italian, During this time she 


had become so resentful of authority and felt abused, At that 
‘time she would resdond to discipline, but at other times would_ 
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l refuse to do what was asked and caused unrest among the others, 

| She used vile language, and was rough in manner, She was at the 
game time a natural leader, well-accepted by the group and inclin- 
let to crushes on older girls, preferring their company to girls 
of her ow age and having no interest in boys, Her school marks 


| were good when she tried. She seemed mature and exceedingly neat 


,about her person and clothing, but when upset had temper tantrums 


and was abusive, She resented criticism, was distrustful of her 
gelf and stated that she hated herself, Her relation with her 
(mother had not altered, There was only a casual long distance 
“contact with the girl on the part of the mother and on on 
(occasion mother made an attempt to see the girl, but the latter 
‘avoidedthis, Apparently nothing was done to establish any other 
attitude. The girl now seemed unkempt-looking, entering adolescente 
early, 


| 
During the interview at the JBGC a year after the wert 


iat at that clinic, he girl was sullen, uncommunicative, | 


‘deliberately avoiding one's eyes. Nothing was spontaneous 

“except the invective feeling against her mother. In general 
| she ws faultefinding, normally dynamic. She knew how to swim, 
| skate, liked basketball and other games, was Bnd of movies, but 
hated housework, cooking and sewing. She was fond bo of lis- 


tening to the radio, and disliked any kind of vet or small 


children. She has felt discriminated gainst, is suspicious 


of other people, and her really malignant attitude toward her 


mother has increased, 


There is a’great deal of emotional 


feeling about her life situation; it is difficult to break up 
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the resentments which she has stored up, There seems no other 


factor but her birth and the feeling of having been deprived 
of mother and a normal home life, There is quite a problem in 
knowing how to deal with the girl, yet it is an important 


preventive case as the girl appears to be developing definite 


Paranoid trends, After this the girl was transferred to the 

CAS for placement, i 
In this case there is a lack of early normal emotional 

ties and adequate family life. The girl's behavior was a re- 


action to this lack of affection, the early rejection, and 


home where she would find normal family relationships and 


have an opportunity to develop self-conflidence and happiness, 


the subsequent neglect. There was need of placing her in a 
| 
| 

Case 33 Marjorie 


Marjorie was referred to the BPH when she was before 


——S—= 


the Juvenile Court on a stubborn complaint made by her father, 


a 


She had run away from home, remaining away several nights, was 


defiant and unmanageable; she claimed that she hated her parent 


| The worker of the DCG who had been on the case reported that sh 


——————— 


had found the home extremely comfortable, pleasant surroundings 
' and parents interested in the girl, The parents were much upset 
because the girl had run away; the only reason she gave was that 
she hated school, 


The family was made up of father, fifty-four years old 
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and born in Poland, mother dso born in Poland, a brother, twenty. 


eight, born in Boston, but now a patient at the Boston San where 
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he had been for three or four months, and a sister, twenty-six, 


 employed/ Religion is Catholic, Marjorie is in the third year 
‘of high school taking a commercial course. Father owns two 
“houses, from which com the rentals making the income of the 
family, father is not employed but was a baker, Marjorie, six- 


teen,born in Boston, graduated from grammar school but repeated 


| the first year of Latin School which she again failed 6 pass. 

She was then transferred to the high school where she was admitted 

| to the second year, and successfully passed this. The only part 
of the commercial course she enjoyed was the typewriting. Her 


chief interest in life is to become a beautician, The parents 


_ have promised to allow her to take a course in beauty culture 
when she has finished high school, but she does not wish to go 


back. In fact she would take any kind of a job rather than re- 


turn to her studies. Marjorie said she went to a party with 
janothergirl and two fellows, getting back home about two in the 
morning, but was afraid to retum home so they went into a | 


aia in the neighborhood and stayed there all night. The 


following day being still afraid to go home, they went toa 
| 


jeousin's home. Being still afraid they went to the cellar, The 
i 


[etzle claimed they stayed in several cellarg finally picking up 
‘two men in an auto and riding to __. _There they had tire 

trouble, and while the men were changing the tire, they told the 
girls to wait in the ladies' room of the ggas station. Marjorie 


jclaimed that they waited there about an hour, and then suddenly 
| 


heard the car going away, realizing they were stranded, They 
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Marjorie stayed home the next day, but the day after she and he 


| girl-friend were again picked up by the police after staying in 


cellars. Marjorie felt bitter because her parents would not 


allow her to have her friends in her home, She was defiant in 


court, and said she would not return home wnless she did not 
have to return to school, 


| The BPH reprted that the psychometric test showed the 


without difficulty, but a girl of her intelligence with a little 
guidance and a source of counsel at her disposal will do well 
| anyway. As she seemed so set against school and in her mind 
seemed so definitely finished wih her school age, it is doubt- 
ful whether it would be wise to force her 6 continue school 
against her will. She is eager 6 work and according to her 
report it would seem to be a good scheme to let her take the 


instruction which she desires while she in in the humor, 


a 


aoe there is conflict in the family between the parents’ 


|O0ld World social ideas and life in the community here. Her con- 
duct is a manifestation of her resentment against her treatment, 


If the parets would compromise they could give her some guidance 


| The diagnosis is simple adult maladjustment, The report recomme 


social re-education of the family and for the patient, vocationa 


! 


After this report was received the girl 


ieee returned to her home, but six months later she was in 
‘Lancaster, 
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This girl of sixteen, the youngest of three in a Bolish| 


family, was found running away from home because she was very 


unhappy in the home, discontented with the conditions there, 

and resented the strictness and discipline of her parents. In 
spite of her ability she was not doing the work of which she was 
capable, In this case there was need of better underywtanding 
ae he parents and the girl, need of vocational counsel , 


guidance, and incentive to do better work, 


\Case 34, Priscilla 


Priscilla was put in a boarding-home when her paternal 


— said the girl was beyond her control, The child, 
age ten, stated that the grandmother was very abusive, often 


tried to choke her, push her down stairs, and had threatened to 


throw her into the river, The boarding mother said "Priscilla 
was like o little bird let out of a gilded cage, She seemed to 
ifly around with no object in view but just relieved to be out 
\from under thestrain of the paternal grandmother's discipline". 
ithe boarding mother found the girl very easy to handle, responde 
uickly to sympathy and affection and seemed very contented in 
" home, The teacher spoke highly of the girl. Soon after thi 
ithe patemal grandmother decided that she wanted the girl again, 
but after having her for a few days stated that srefound her 
mumanageable again and had thought of sending her to an institu- 
tion, The boarding mother was upset by this, and told the grand 
eam she edad go bt the state about it, The grandmother was 
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frightened and tried to bribe the boarding mother not to do this 


Priscilla seemed to be in mental horror of the grandmother and 
ithe latter stated that she hated the girl. The child's parents 
were separated, The teacher thought the girl was not properly 
dealth with at home. The instructor at the Reformatory said 
ithe grandmother was a woman of considerable means, a fine woman 
who tried to @ her best for her two grandchildren, The father 
was in a tuberculosis samitorium, Yriscilla has had temper tan- 


trums. The brother believed that the grandmother was too strict 


because of her age, but had spoiled the gir. Dr. who had 


l1mown the family, said that the girl had been in a Convent, but 
was removed because the grandmother believed that the child was 
being exploited, The grandmother had meant well, and had agreed 
to place the girl, but then refused to do so because she was 
wrt she would not be doing her duty, She does not like the 


‘child but would not harm her physically. The child is malicious 


lies, has temper tantrums, and has stolen and toldatrocious 
stories of mistreatment, showing marks which she must have in- 
|flicted herself, While with friends she behaved, Father has the 
custody of the child, and mother was immoral. The girl has | 
shown undue sex interest. Father is called a dapper gentleman, | 
attractive, polished, and dependent wholly upon the grandmother 
(so will do exactly as she says. At the school Priscilla was 
‘found to have a mental age of eleven years eight months, and an 
/1.Q. of 115. She was doing as good work as could be expected, and 
| showe ¢ no sign of a behavior problem, She seemed not to know 


jhow to play with other children. The grandmother was planning 
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|to put the girl in camp because she wanted to go abroad, 


| One year and a half later a complaint was received by 


| the SPCC, Grandmother had adopted Priscilla's brother but still 
disliked the girl. She was neurasthenic, The complaint hela 
that if the girl could be placed in a suitable home for two 

| years she would come out all right. The girl belonged to the 
Girl Scouts. It was found that father, when seventeen, had 
pmerried a woman seventeen years older than he; two years later 


| they were divorced, having only one child, a boy, The paternal 


‘grandmother cared for this child for about twelve years until he 
| das kidnapped by his own moher, Father served in the navy durin 
\ the war, In 1920 he married his second wife by whom he had thre 
| ieoikes among whom was Priscilla, Mother deserted and at first 
rue three children were sent to maternal relatives where the 


maternal grandfather was a navy officer. The paternal grand- 


|mother helped support until she took the two children. The other 


girl stayed with the maternal relatives, Paternal grandmother 
blamed mother for all of the girl's behavior, claiming that 
‘mother had had temper tantrums and was very disagreeable, At 
‘one time grandmother would say that the eeisaesh knew nothing 
about mother and thought she was the mother, but at another time 


i 
she said that Prisoilla remembered when mother had gone out with 


other men, Maternal grandmother was supposed to be Mexican, Th 


school nurse reported that Priscila had chorea and had been kept 


out of school for five months, The psychometric test showed tha 


she had an I.Q. of 127. 
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The SPCC withdrew from the situation when Rev. , rector 


i 
i 


his church school, He worked with the school nurse, the psychia- 


trist, and grandmother to make some plan for the security of 
the children's future. The Rector believed that, being ina 


small town, the neighbors were unduly stirred up and had exag- 


gerated the incidents. The school nurse and the psychiatrist 
had won the confidence of the grandmother and seemed to be 


coping with the situation successfully. 
In this case is a zirl who has abandoned her affection 
ie her mother who was probably immoral and had deserted her 


; children, The -girl lacked normal family ties and affection in 
H 
“the home with her grandmother who disliked the child, but was 


i bringing her up only because she thought it was her duty, The 


child had some outside recreation in the Girl Scouts, Father 


in a tuberculosis samitorium seemed to have little interest in 


jexaggerated, and that the family could probably get along fairly 


the children, It wasthought that the complaints may have been | 
| 
| 

isatisfactorily if they were left to themselves, 


Case 35 Martha 


Martha, age nine, had been a behavior problem, At the 


——————S=—=: 


BPH she was given a Stanford psychological examination in March, 


1932, scoring a mental age of seven years two months and had an 


I.Q. of 80, The findings seemed representative and consistent 


4 


with the indications of retarded intelligence in the child. The 


———————— 
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of the Church, became interested in the children who were inj|his 
} 


ues ae Me ade . 
ae: 3 eee a ck ae 


pe ’ 


Adee or ew corte pebeipey yy at petemel 
Pia |-stioyaq oft ,eetyet Lootige. eit date Be 
| to vyiiavoer eft tot nq onde. stan of 


-nexe bed bas qu betrite: ee e1Ew os 


detttetdoyeq edd bane eaten Loooes edt. : iy 

of of bemese bna tedsombastg ond te vomebttace. ot 
Vilvteasooove nokta the edt dtiw 3 te 

\nottootts sen benobrusds sat onw lais os et see0 edd ra es ‘ 
ton betrorsb bed bas favommt yldedot¢ enw site neon x08 | 

. | «wt mnoftoetie bane estd yLtmet Leorrom heloel | ith, edt  neubL, 
aed new gud ,bLhito odd betttetb odw roddombaaty zed détw, 
| efT .yvitub ted new tt sdpvons one eateoed yino q nod, gaia 
retitsl..edueo! int? edt, at actiserest ebiasyo aoe Rr 
mi de otetat sititi event of bemees sukrotinss steel orous © 2 a 

meed ever yem etnisiquos eid tent tdayodtosw ST. soma ttsto 8 

yiriel gnols tex yidadotg bios yitmet edi tadt bas ,Sess7°; 
vasviesmeds of Stel stew ysdt 2 pte inated 

| | ee 7) ok ian 4 
/ aditek 8 esa] ica 
I jeds tA  .aeldorq ~wotvaded 2 meed bat ,enin ope erizel oe 
otaN mi nottentaexe Leobpoloroyed brotasdh 2 nevig esw ede HE | 


if 


¥ 
4 

ees |e 
ms | 


Ba te | as batt bas eftnom owt erssy meves to ope fetnem s gmitooe lf 


i? 


tneteienoco bas evitsinoastqes, bemese epoibat? edt 8 to ae 
R | ed?  bitdo eft mi someni{leini ‘bebistet to ‘enottap tbat odd, a 


; ( ; ® ER + i fy 


Patient was brought to the clinic by her father who seeme 


aman of rather low intellectual endowment but well-meaning, He 


stated he was having trouble with the patient's step-mother and 


AR planning to separate from her, He felt that the step-mother 


| 
had turned the patient against him, It seemed that the step- | 
imother wanted 6 separate father from his family and his child is 
order that she might more freely use his money for her own pur- | 
| Poses. He stated that she had been spending money he had given | 
“her for bills to buy clothes and keep her relatives, so that as 

ja result his pay had been attached to meet the unpaid bills, Th 
oiiianether!s method with the patient has been to tell the fathe 
that the child was very bad to get him to whip her when he came 


Veaes from work, He also felt that the chiid's mind was filled 


| 
with stories of father's ill treatment of the girl, “ather said 


gtk girl was so afriad of him that she would not com e near him 


, The child was also a behavior problem in the school, troublesome 


a... inability to pregress at least through the lower 


restless, and regarded as a sex probl=-m It was felt that the 
grades was due in pert to a reading difficulty. Physically the 
| 
| 


child appeared poorly cared for, anemic, dirty, and in need of 


|physical building up. In the clinic she seemed shy, rather 
quaint, She seemed to like her step-mother, saying that she let 
| her do whatever she wanted to and gave her cake and ocnady; she 


also t1d a story of how bad her father was d her and to her stefx 


| 
jmother, giving the impression that she had been coached. 


| 
| In September of the same year Martha was examined at 


the Department of Educational Investigation and Measurement, The 
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results showed that she was in grade two, 


with a mental age of 


eight years six months and an I,QqQ. of 100, Martha was a thin, 
neglected-looking girl suspicious and distrustful at the beginn-| 
ing of the interview, but later grew more friendly. Her responses 


were quick and keen, She had been failing at school during the 


previous year. Mother at home stated that she would send the 
girl to school later but at that time had no money to buy cloth-| 
ing for the girl, After being adjudged neglected, the girl was | 
| returned home as the parents were reunited, The conclusions | 
ibis from this were that Martha was a girl of normal intelli- 
‘gence. If she attended school regularly she would have no 
|difficulty with the reading, The teacher reported five months 
later that the child was very difficult, and had a strange 
attitude. | 
: In September the child was removed from the home and 
|}taken to the BPH for observation because she was beyond control 
I ana in danger of doing some injury to herself, although she late: 
grew calmer, There was friction in the home between the parents 
who were now separated. After a period of observation at the 


|BPH Martha was not considered insane, While in the hospital her 


|behavior and conversation were appropriate for a child in her 


situation. Her mood was normal, her orientation, memory, and 


| information satisfactory; her judgment and in sight were good. 
. 


I 
Ris had been brought to the Out-Patient Bepartmant by the parents 
| be cause of masturbation. Her physical examination showed a 


| 
|poorly nourished, well-developed girl of nine with no evidence 


| 
of disease except a low grade fever which raised the possibility aS 
| 
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| After this study Martha was sent to the New England | 


Home for Little Wanderers for further study. “ere she seemed to 


ie tuberculosis or malnutrition. She had an I,Q. of 105 at this 


be friendly and at ease in the psychological examination and 
cooperated readily, It seemed that the child's behavior could 
‘ese explained on the basis of her Italien temperament and poor 
background, The problems were lying, stealing, and sex difficulty, 


though she denied all these with am injured aid, The example 


— 


lset at home and the neighborhood gave few standards of propriéety 
in these matters. She was shrewd enough to know what behavior it 
was expedient for her to admit. She was delighted b expound a 
leode of morals like the ten Commandments and told that she owed 
it to her stepemother that she had good manners and knew tight | 
and wrong. Her behavior which brought her to the BP" and the | 
Home was her burst of uncontrolled behavior, a trait not a AI 
in emotional unstable latins. When the doctors attempted a 
|pelvic examination Martha interpreted it as an assault, and 
enjoyed dramatizing herself in the role of martyred virtue, 
Martha was a smalj,active, unattractive, but alert 
jlooking Italian child. She was eager to put herself across with 
i. adult and made aggressive bids for attention. She often 
created opportunities for dramatizing herself, was proud of her 
istage carreer, composed of singing and dancing on the vaudeville 


ptage. She had many mannerisms of a vaudeville child, and boasted 


wee she was not at all bashful, The child's ambition is to work 
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om a five and ten cents store in the daytime and be on the stage 


| at night. The child was anxious to live with the parents and 


did not accept their separation. When the family relations 


ae Giscussed the girl became sullen and evidently had consid- 

|erawle conflict over them. She was loyal to both, and rather 
than incriminate either, she would not discuss the home life, 

| dite there was an atmosphere of quarreling, swearing, and back- 


| biting, It is not surprising that the girl carried over this 


: relationship, “he had never found school interesting and had 

| never attended regularly. Routine and discipline were foreign 

her nature and upbringing. The patient showedshrewdness wh id 

would be an asset to her in Making her ow way, though society 
May suffer, he was about what one might expedt with her Italia) 
heritage, swift, wicontrolled emotions and her miserable back- 
ground withoug rational discipline or training which have com- 


bined to produce a poorly socialized little girl, Her stage 


experience, while satisfying her longing for attention, has made 
her a vain egocentric persm.,. “Aer assets are her intelligence, 
her shrewdness in looking for herself, 

Another report a few weeks later at the Home stated 


that the girl had acted like a child of the street, a sophisti- 


cated yomgster who loved excitement ad attention, She fought 


| with the other childre, was noisy at night, and only liked the 


After this report Martha under court order was removed 
| 


others intermittently, She was quite generous with her possessions 


from her home as a neglected child and placed with a paternal 


| grandmother, where the girl said she would like to live, Here 
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she was alert, and did well in school, recetving good marks, and 


was happy. Nine months later the teacher reported great im- | 


| 


provement in reading so that the girl was going into the fourth 


| grade. During the summer she had an opportunity to go to the 


Cape with relatives to spend a few weeks, A year after this th 
girl was still with the grandmother, Her behavior was greatly , 

improved, She wasstill doing well in school and was to remain | 

' with he grandmother, | 

In this case is an Italian child reported g a behavior 

problem, neglected, troublesome, resteless, lying, stealing, 

and a sex problem, Her lack of progress in school may have bee 

due in part to the reading difficulty. She was in conflict 

over the relationship between her parents and had few examples | 

of propriety, living in an atmosphere of quarreling, swearing, 

and back-biting. She had had little routine or discipline, afte: 

her environment was changed to one in which she had more soeatin 

' and stability, and more normal relationships her behavior and 


conduct improved, 


| Case 36 Rosa 

Rosa was referred to the BPH because she was living 
under unhappy home conditions, rebelled at the strict disci- 
pline and antagonizing parents. The school visitor believed th 
the patient had dwelt so long on the grievances that she was no 
suffering with self-pity and the problems have become more 


serious than they actually are, Following leavine home the gir 


was placed in he care of the SPCC for study and planning, The 
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| girl had definite ideas as to a career which have caused conflic 


in the home, 


Father was bom in 1883 in Portugal, not naturalized, 


| religion Catholic, and is mother's cousin; he has a very ugly 


| temper, and has resorted 6 beatings as disciplinary measures. 


He has allowed the patient no freedom, They have apparently 


| antagonized each other, He has good habits, and was formerly 


employed regularly as a longshoreman but then was out of work, 

Father came from a family in comfortable circumstnaces, Previou 
to the birth of the patient, father was kind to mother, but bee 
cause the first child was a girl, he had always held resentmen 


against mother which had developed into an ugly relationship, 


| Frequently he beat mother if she opposed him, He had been kind 


| to he other two children, the youngest being his favorite. 


Mother was also born in Portugal,of the peasant caste, but of a 
family with a good reputation, At the age of eighteen she 

broke an engagement to another man,and under the family influence 
married father, She was ~obliged to live with his family, but 


because of their intolerance to her, she returned home, and 


father left for America. A few months later father returned to 


Portugal, bringing mother to America with him, During the first 
pregnancy he was very sloicitous, Mother is more Americanized 


Wishing the children to receive a good education and have some 


|; freedom, although she does not tolerate the flapper ideas of the 


patient; still she is generous with the children, takes excellen 


care of them, but resorts to beating the patient when antagonized. 
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|Rosa was said to be affrail child with a question of cardiac 


difficulty, Mother gave birth also to four "blue babies? one of 
| which died at the age of eleven months, The family lived ina 
|three decker modern apartment house in which they had a joittt 
‘omership and a large mortgage on which they are now unable to 
meet the interest. 

f Mother was in good physical condition during the preg- 
/nancy followed by a normal birth, The girl talked at three, 


teethed at thirteen months, walked 4 eighteen months, and menses 


established at thirteen years which was regular and not painful, 


She has progressed in school normally, doing good work and being 


ino problem to the teachers, Though unhappy she has never showm 


any change of attitude in the schoo} room, She told the ie ey 


teacher of her difficulties, but insisted on being consulted 
| before any pian was adopted. She was usually very quiet in school 
“with no interest in her companions. The girl is antagonized by 


| the strict disciplinary measures in the home and resents the 
| 


| parental control, is quick tempered, and when angered uses profani- 
ity and igs insolent to her parents. She has not been cooperative 

in the home relative to assisting or doing light housework, and 
has tried to bribe her brother and sister to carry out her 


i 
| duties, She is inclined to show a superior attitude toward the 


‘family. There is a great amount of conflict between the Old 
“Word and modem times. Rosa spends all her spare time and late, 
, into the night reading movie magazines, adventure gories, ¢c, | 
| whitch antagonizes the parents further, She would rather read 


|than enjoy the school companions, She hates boys, and is critical 
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(of school girls as they are not interested in careers, She has 
Q great desire to go to Holl ywood to be an actress or singer. 
| she claims that she suffers from bad dreams such as father kill- 
jing her or inflicting serious injury; usually the parents are 
deserting her or dying. She has afear of people suddenly coming 
from the rear. Mother makes fun of these ideas which angers 
‘Rosa, The girl came to the SPCC office saying that she had left 
ihome and wanted a plan made for her, The previous day her mothe 
‘had administered corporal punishment because she had plucked he 
‘eyetvrows. Mother at that time stated that she could no longer 


(be responsible for the girl's conduct, 


The BPH reported that Rosa, age fourteen, was in an 
belie home situation and a personality problem, Aecording to 
| the Stanford psychological examination she showed a mental age o 

sixteen years three months and had an I.Q. of 109, When seen by 
the psychiatrist Fosa was friendly, appealing and admitted quite 
freely indluging in daydreams which were condemed with a happy 


home of had to do with love. The girl appeared to be somewhat 


unstable emotionally; she got angry easily and cried easily, Sh 
did not dwell so much on the ohysical abuse in the home as upon 


the longing forexperience along artistic lines. Above all she 


| Saptret to get away from home, She thought of life on the sea 

lasa practical way of getting away from home. She was anxious to 
‘try her voice, and appeared to be a person of seneitive make-up, 
highly romantic with not much practical judgment, and apparently 


i 
somewhat unstable, After this Rosa was received by the CCb to 
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‘enter Industrial school, Later she was returned to her family 
on her ow request. 

In this problem is a girl who was very unhappy in her 
home. She needed an outlet for expression along artistic lines, 
and much personal interest. At home she resented the treatment 
she received and the laek of opportunity toget some training 
along the lines in which she was interested, There seemed 6 be 
a conflict between the parents’ Old World view of things and 


the girl's ideas about discipline and careers, 


Case 37 Margaret 

Margaret was thirteen, born in Massashusetts, and 

came to the SPCC office asking to be cared for, She has been 
known to the agency only a very short time, but has been caught 
in a number of lies, Her half-sister was sent to lancaster ih 
1922 as a stubborn child, and to the Massachusetts Reformatory 
for Women in 1927, Mother was known to the BPH in 1918 when 
matemal grandmother stated that mother was insane. lother was 
born in 1889 and married in 1909, There are wo children, 
Margaret lived with her mother witil she was three years old an 
then lived with putative father until she was nine when he died 
Afther that she was with mother, grandmother, or frierids, lMothe 
deserted her in 1932, and from then until 1933 the girl was 
with a friend of mother's. The whereabouts of mother in unkno 
Margaret lived with grandmother in a three-room apartment, com- 


fortably furnished, where she was well cared for, 


: nit vs SAD ae hg his ‘| >, i i 


hee ed 
fi, Sf pe i a | 


tuentserd edt bedaseet ene emod. ta teeing sideta 
‘| gnintert emos tego? yiiautiogqgo to at ead bos bevse ; = 
| od @ bemove ered! ,bedestetat saw ere fotdw nd eentl ead 3a 
bre santas to wety bitoW B10 tetneteq sid noomsed toblta 


is) Wy <0 


.eteetzo bres ontigtoe tb! suods base pe 
; faa iG, 
ws ~ : f ed a A 


| : 
‘ | : rexliale sae 
| 


et | - 
7 . 
} 


bee ,atteendesessM at red neetizidd saw torsyrall 

need asd ecto tot betao ef ot yrites sotto 00d eHe ¢ a 
ltdasso seed esd tud ,emtt trode yrtev « yino yo nega ent ot wont : | 
gi tesesonel of tnee saw tetele-tiad tet “,eeltt to redeahh ere 4 


\: 


| yrotesrotel etteeuroecesM eft of bine ,bitds rroddite ivanell 
‘ : *) a 
modw Sel nt HU8 eft of nwom! sew teftok .TSel mi memoW sot | 


new teftoll vement eaw tedtom ted? beteste teftombriaty fom etm | 
| ethitds ot ers ered? .@0@L at beivrem bas @88l ni ‘tod I} 


’ 


bas blo etsey eetd? saw ote Litas tedtom ted iskeybor ts sorspisli | 


i 

i 
beth ed nedw enin eaw etig Ittov teiset evitesug ditiw bevil edt neds | 
| extoM .ebbelitt to ,redtombretg .tedtom difw eaw ede tant ots | 
eaw Inty ont E80 Lttow meds mot? Bae Stel ait tert berreneb 
romioy ot tedtom to etuodsetetw enT (.@*reiitom to basi? s did tw 
-moo ,tmeaitege moor-serd? « nt tedsombasty Asiw bev ii terspte& ! 
stot Serss flew eaw one sted pedebert? lds tre 3 


There is no information of the girl's early history. . 


She is in the seventh grade, behaves well in school, and her 
marks are good, She did not go out much, but was perfectly 
contented to stay in the house all day and read. 

The report from the BPH on Margaret, age twelve, re- 
ferred becausethere was a problem of management, stated that on 
the Stanford psychological examination the girl had a mental 
age of fourteen years one months indicating an 1.Q,. of 104, 

She seemed to be an odd child, and examiner doubted whether the 
stories of grandmother's treatment were trun, but at any rate 
the child ws very unhappy in her environment, She showed a 
great deal of emotion when questioned Hout her grandmother, She 
gaid that from time to time grandmothertold her she was a 
burden and crazy like her mother, Margaret felt that grand- 
mother was annoyed with her because a man visitor made advances 
and was epelled by Margaret, This was probably due to an early 
experience which existed in the earlier environment where there 


were immorla coditions, tlargaret has strong reactions against 
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men and may exaggerate, After this report the girl was 


accepted by the DCG for placement as a dependent child, The 


girl was placed, and later stated that she was very happy in 


| her foster home, 
| In this case the girl was in need of a sense of securit 
and protection, and a chance to pursue her studies, She appeare 
to be ambitious and studious when she had an opportunity. There 


| Was a wery unsatisfactory relationship between the girl and her 


grandmother, In a new environment she was happy and did well, 
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"case 38 Sara 


| Sara became know to the SPCC when the latter was aked 
to cooperate with the court in locating Sara who with two other 


| 


girls had left the home, Sara was before the court as a truant, 


and was presumed to be immoral, The girls were located in a suite 
lof rooms hired by sailors in a decidedly immoral house where the 
fates denied any immoral relations. Mother died in 1926, and 
|since that time father had tried to make Sara realize that life 
cities responsibility, but she openly defied him, was saucy, 
and impudent. Father supplied her with the best clothes possib 
as he had always worked steadily, as well as a brother, Father 
,said that the girl was “sailor-mad", He told the girl that the 
peeve could visit her at home, and bought a radio, but this did 
no good. Sara belongs to a Lithuanian family and is the middle 
of three childre, the other wwo being boys. The agent of the 
‘aa felt that Sara was a hopeless job, defiant of authority, and 
had little knowledge of morality. At the Juvenile Court Sara 
Was given a suspended sentence to Industrial School with one yea 
probation. Sara told the worker that father told her to leave 

school to go towrk, and nagged so that she left home. She 
said father never gave her any spending money, and when she 
worked she had to turn over all she made 6 him except her care 
fare. 

Sara was seen at the B,State Hospital after being 

inten a delinquent because of default on a runaway charge, 


! 
This girl has had to keep the apartment since mother died. Fath 


did not drink, but occassionally there were quarrels, The girl 
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girl was sixteen years old, in the third year of high school, hag 


never repeated a grade in school, and liked sewing. She had a 

mental age of sixteen years one month and an I.Q. of 103, During 
‘the examination she was pleasent, cooperative, and cried readily 
when her mother's name was mentioned, She stated that after she 
had done a day's work in the factory, she was apected to do the 

ho usewo rk at home. She got tired of the excessive burden and rar 
I Wa’. The girl had no hallu«inations or delusions,though she wag 


somewhat emotionally unstable, She had poor influence at home, and 


Mee. had to keep house ever since she was eleven years of age. | 
lifter this report Sara was placed in the care of the CCB, and 
Placed in a fee home where she was to do housewor, A couple of 
onths later the girl had run ad She was apprehended in 
another state, returned to Massuchusetts, and was committed to 


the State Industrial School at Lancaster, 


In this case are problems of poor home environment 


and proper supervision, as well as adequate play pericds, The 

ath Was bright, quiet, cooperative, fairly alert, with good 

reasoning ability, and was probably capable of improving with 
roper guidence, The child needed a home environment in whib 


jshe could be happy and have time to do something which she would 


enjoy. Since she disliked housework so much it is not surprising 


| that she ran away from a home in whith she had to do this. 
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fe 39, Charlotte 


Charlotte was referred to the BPH because she was out 
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of control with marked behavior in school, and was a question 


| of committing her b the city, Little was known of mother who 


' was bom in 1887 and died in 1925 at thirty-three years of age 


| of cancer, She belonged to a respectable family, and worked as 


| @ serub woman in an office building nearly all her life, Father 
was born in 1888 in the South, and was one of the best chefs 
until he lost his position sue to excessive drinking and inabil 
ity to stand on his feet because of an arthritic condition, The 
Parents were married in 1921, 

Charlotte, an only child, born in 1922, had a normal 
| birth, was breast-fed according to the godmother, but nothing 


of her developmental history was known, The child was placed i 
| an environment of cruelty on the part of the boarding mother, 


and father would not tell godmother where the girl was. At 


about the age of four the present boarding mothertook the girl 
and has treated her as a daughter of the family, She began 
school at the age of five, and is not in the seventh grade, Onl 
within the last year has she become somewhat of a problem in | 
school, She has a teasher of her own colored race who is under4 


standing and has been most patient. She became a disciplinary 


problem in October, The child seemed to have a good mind but 


—- 
SS 


was too lazy to use it. She had been coming to school with more 


money than any other child which gave her a sense of superiocrit 


| No one knew where she got it until it was found that she had 


stolen the money for which the boarding mother was responsible 


| 
| to a colored organization, Her behavior was apparent in Novembel 


; when she would stand in her seat and laugh heartily, and even sil 
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a verse of a song, and seemed heartily singing. At these times 


her eyes would become fixed and one day she pummelled a girl 


in front of her, calling her vile names at the same time. The 


ein eid she could not help doing these naughty things. Her 
| conduct for about two months was "E" and she was failing in most 


of her studies, but the first of January she was reported as 


being better, but recently there had been another slump, She 

was always a well child except for numerous colds, She wished 
to mix with the crowd, but was unable to do this, She complained 
that all the children called her “orphan” which she thought of a 


a reproach, Father had a court ecord for drunkenness, 


For a time the boarding mother received some money 


for the care of Charlotte through a disability compensation 


— 


from the Veteran's Bureau, through father, but for the last 


|; year she was not getting it and now boarding mother felt that 


she could not keep the girl. Recently the girl was staying out 


‘and was once found alone in the Public Library, seemed completel 


exhausted and spent most of the night on the couch, She has 


been very sullen, refusing to tell boarding mother of her ex- 


periene. The doctor found evidence of some sex experience. At 


first the child denied this, but later admitted that it had 


joceurred with an older boy whose name she did not know, The 


boarding mother felt that it was time to wing father before 


court on a non-support charge of a minor child, but father had 


disappeared. In the SPCC temporary home the child was not a 


favorite. The boarding mother had been atremely religious and 


| 
| 
| 


the child was allowed to go to protracted meetings where there 
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was a good deal of emotional outlet, 


The report from the BPH of Charlotte, ge twelve years 
,six months, stated that the girl displayed no peculiar behavior, 
she was shy and hesitant to talk of her misconduct, and no reason 
could be obtained for her kehavior, No abnormal ideas appeared, 
The psychometric test showed a mental age of twelve years eight 
months and an 1,Q. of 102, In view of the history and the inde- 
‘finite neurological signs, the BPH suggested a period of obger- 
‘vation at the hospital or at the Little Wanderer's Home, 
| Charlotte was put into the Little Wanderer's Home for 


| period of observation, and there seemed to be an overgrown 


| eevee girl of thirgeem who held herself badly, shambling along 


in a rather preoccupied manner, Because of the history of her 


severe Slumpings in her shool work and uncontrolled laughing 
spells and what generally looks like a period of hypomanic 


behavior, because of the question of the neurological findings 
_ by the BPH and because father is an irresponsible 


drunkard, it is essential to have a spinal fluid Wasserman to 


rule out heredo-syphilis of the central nervous sustem, but 


permission was refused by the judge without the father's consent 
[Intelligence tests were given and it was noted that after the finst 
(three the girl's performance steadily @teriorated., This may 
|represnet merely decreasing interest and effort, or.may mean 
ability to reson on concrete problems. 

The summary and interpretation of results stated that 
the girl was pleasant, at ease and cooperative, showing no 


enthusiasm even when doing exceptionally good work, The results 
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were not consistent with the rating at the BPH, A certain amount 
of special abilities and disabilities seemed indicated. It | 
| appeared that if the girl'sinterest and effor twere enlisted, | 
she was able to attack such problems intelligently and make ver 
satisfactory improvement with practice. There was probably | 
it secbeer Hornet chi ty) Bebvef titegestiand effort: — 
| bly becoming a problem of adequate motivetion. At the House | 
reports stated that the girl was very haughty, stubborn, and 
| difficult to manage, with a fiery temper, saucy, and satis 
| She was mean and belligerent to the other children. Work was | 
! done fairly well, She had an enormous appetite, and poor table, 
Manners, Wes untidy in her personal eppearance. She made a poor. 
adjustment and displayed an unpleasant personality. In school | 


she was disagreeable and interfered in everything, She insisted 
| that people were talking about her, The girl rummaged in | 
closets, did not finish things that she started, was very 
boisterous, had a bad vocabulary, and was the instigator of 
many arguments, The children were not very good to her, It 
| seemed that if the child's home were changed now, it would take 
away the only security she has and make the paranoid possibilities 
worse, possibly starting a psychosis later on, Afterthis report. 
| the child was committed to the CWD for placement. 
In this case is a child who had portrayed peculiar be- 
havior, had lacked normal parental ties; she needed security, 


companionship, encouragement,and motivation. Although the 


bit of security foundin the baarding home was taken away, it 


Was possible that she might a more satisfactory environment 
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| find the normal relationships that she needed as well as as the 
| encouragement, 
Case 40. Blanch 
Blanch was born in 1929 in Massachusetts. Mother and 
daughter were not at all well adjusted, the child preferring to | 
| tive with a friend in whose home she has been for about sixteen 
| months until recently, She said Blanch was an unwanted child 
ae mother was earning about twenty-five dollars a week at the 
‘time of her birth which may partially account for her malad- 
| Justment. Father has recently removed her from this friend 
to take her home, She was bom before the marriage of the 
dit, » in 1930/ A boy was born in 1930 and a boy in 1932, 
_ These childre are with the parents and appear fairly well cared 
ter. Mother had two other illegitimate children before her 
| marriage. The family lives in a tenement of three rooms in 


| 


j tender, The parents are Catholic, Father is of Portuguese 


fair condition. Father is employed as a seaman on a light house 


descent and mother of French Canadian descent. Mother apparent- 


ly wants to keep Blanch, 


The report of the BPH stated that they were unable to 


determine any abnormal behavior or problem concerning the pate 


| 


ient, age five. The psychometric examination showed a mental 


age of five years eight months and an I.Q, of 97, Mother said 
that the patient had been taken by a maternal aunt originally 
| 

for a visit. While at the aunt's home Blanch went to the 


| friend's home which annoyed mother, She claims to have aed ele 
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repeatedly that the child be returned, but various excuses were 
given for not doing so. Mother claimed thatthis woman notified 
her that the patient was a tubercular suspect and needed care 
that could not be given by the parents. It was difficult to 
tell how much of the mother's story to believe, The patient 
gave no evidence of active tuberculosis, though there was 
anomaly of the heart. At an examination at the MGH a week 
later no organic heart disease was found. The girl seemed 
normal in every way. Nine months later Blanch had been returned 
to her parents where apparently a good adjustment was being 
made, The child was enrolled in school and was well physically, 
The parents were willing to keep her, 

This case shows a girl of five who was unable to make 
her adjustment with mother , and had been placed with relativess 
She had been unwanted and mother had been immoral, When the 
mother showed more interest in the child and her care, the 


girl got along better at home, 


Case 41. Joan 


Joan's family was known to the DCG for a long period 


of time, In the family there were four children by the first 


marriage having been placed by the DCG when the first husband 


deserted mother, The present home is filthy 2nd the family 
being aided by the OPW, The children were out of control, Joan 
has visited the home of the former boarding mother as late as 
twelve at night. <A sister, age three, is probably illegitimate, 


and the present marriage forced. The home is considered wn- 
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satisfactory for the children, Two of the boys ran away from : 
home and were in court as neglected, but returned home under | 
the supervision of the probation officer, The family was per-= | 
suaded to clean up the house and the conditions were consider- 
ably improved, There were seven children all together by the 
first marriage, one illegitimate chiid, and three by the se- 
cond marriage. Joan is the third olcest of the children of the 
first marrkage. Father is Protestant and mother Catholic, In 
1931 Joan was seen at the BPH and found to have an I1,Q. of 99; | 
she was then a behavior problem, Mother had no control over 

the children, She had a bad record and was rather loose morally, 
Step-father had a hot temper,was uncoperative, and disagreeable! 
It was said that Joan had stated that she wished she knew what 
to do so that she would be put away for the rest of her life, he 


There seemed to be friction between the girl and the step-father, 


The parents failed to budget their money. The child seemed to ge 


' around with a chip on her shoulder and a grouch. H er work was 


of low standing and often fluctuated quite decidedly, The 
school principal felt that the girl's ability was superior to 
what her makrs showed, Because of the conflicts in the home 
conditions and preoccupations she had never done justice, but 
would make a fine student if given the chance, He felt that 
father was of low grade family. Mother claimed that trouble 
started because the girl refused to do her share of the house- 
hold duties. Mother stated that the girl would go out nights 


with men, coming in intoxicated, 


While under observation at the BPH Joan was quiet and 
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cooperative. Occassionally she would become a little upset,and | 
tears would come to her eyes. One time she became very quiet, 
refusing to talk and seemed to be having a period of stubborness. 
In general her behavior was satisfactory. There was no evidence 
of delusions or hallucinations. She was in good contact with he 
surroundings, and the memory was apparently intact, The tests 
showed a mental -ge of fifteen years and three months with an | 
I.Q. of 96. In discussing the situation she gave a matter-of- | 
fact account and appeared to be honest. She admitted sex rela- | 
tions with boys of her own age, but denied any with older men, 
Her ideas about sex appeared to be quite naive and childish, | 
md the girl seemed to have little real kmowledge on the subject, 
She was not definitely an abnormal type of personality, but 
showed a number of good qualities in her make-up; under good | 
supervision outside she would have a fair chance of making a 
reasonable adjustment. Undoubtedly the present home situation 
Was satisfactory and the patient very set on not going to any 
foster home, She had a certain stubborness in her personality 
which would make it difficult to carry through any plan which 
Gid not meet her approval. Her personality and behavior did | 
not seem to warrant sending the girl to ~ancaster. | 
After this report was made, the girl was found de- 
linquent in the Juvenile Court as a stubborn child, and retumed 
to the care and custody of her mother to return home to the 
same situation. 


The problem in this case is that of a girl, the thi rd | 


oldest of three of mother's first marriage, who was a behavior 
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problem, The home conditions were very poor, and mother had 

| very little supervision over the children, The step-father was 
unpleasant and the mother immoral, There was a great deal of 
friction between the children and the stepefather, The girl 

| had received very little sex instruction in the home , The 
child found little happiness in the home or security. She 


needed encouragement and more normal family relationships, 
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Chapter V. Conc lusions 


Of this group of children studied in forty-one 

families of which thiry were girls, thirteen of the girls, or 
'a little over one third, were involved in sex difficulties , 
Among the causes to be found for this behavior were unhappy 
laike situations and poor companions as in the case of Jeannette 
lon page seventy, age eleven, who had lived with her mother 
“where she was very unhappy believing that the latter resented 
her presence because of her resemblance to her father who was 
poet of the home, In the home was a brother who tried to dis- 


| cip Line her, and the girl resented this, She was influenced 


ja great deal in her sex delinquencies by her best friend, a 
| stepesister of her father's, Grace, page fifty-four as well as 


the child mentioned on page eighty-three found themselves very 


former resented the attempts of the older brother who tried to 


: 


“discipline her, 


unhappy in the home where the parents were quarrelling, The 
| In the family backgrounds of these girls involved in 


| sex delinquencies were immoral conditions on the part of father 


ze mother or both or excessive drinking. The presence of 


fat teeit inate children in the household, of friends of one parent 


of the opposite sex also created conditions far from wholesome, | 
| 


| Sally on page sixty, for example, ran away from home and be- 


came involved in sex difficulties because the home environment 


[was so unsatisfactory that she felt a need of escaping. She 


| was very much disturbed about the presence of a lady-friend of 
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father's in the household whose children Sally had to care for. 


Another example is found in the case of Gladys, page fifty- 
seven,who felt very much ashamed of her homd conditions where 
father was living with his first wife as housekeeper after the 
death of his second wife, 

Some of these girls had lived wider particularly un- 
wholesome physical conditions or had been moved frequently 
from one home to another because no relatives were interested 
or able to take the care, Clara,page sixty-six, for example, 
came from a home in which the physical living conditions were 
wretched, Ruth, page sixty-seven, was an illegitimate child 
who had been moved from home to home, giving her a feeling of 
insecurity, and of not belonging anywhere. She had run away 
at various times and had few moral standards. Sally, page sixt 
too had lived in various homes of relatives because the parents 


were separated, 


tion between parents and siblings, varying in degree, though 


| 
| 
| 
| 
There appears to have been gome quarrelling and frice- | 
| 
in most cases being rather serious from the child's point of 


view. Nancy,page fifty-two, was one who found home-life very 
drab and resented her brother's attempts at dominating her 

and the constant quarrellinzg, These children became anta- 
gonistic in expressing their attitudes toward the domination | 
of an older sibling or the presence of adults who were not 
really members of the family, 


Frequently there seemed to be very inadequate parent- 
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their Old World ideas clashing with those of the younger genera- 
tion, or there was a complete lack of understanding. Gladys, 
page fifty-seven, found home very unsatisfactory because of the 
burden of household work which was put upon her, Her father 

did not aporeciate the child's need of recreation and happier 
surroundings, Rosa, page one hundred and sixteen, was antago- 
nized by the strict disciplinary measures of the parents who 
were born in Portugal. There appears to have been a conflict 

of ideas here because the girl was anxious to be an actress or 
sinzer, or travel in order to get away from home, but the parent 
objected to the girl's seeking such a career, Marjorie, page 
one hundred and five, who was anxious to leave school to be- 
come a beautician found that fae parents born in Poland did 

not want to give their consent to this because of their Old 
World social ideas, 

Five of these children were found to be children of 
the second marriage of one parent; or there was only one parent 
because of death or separation. Yeannette, page seventy, 
living with her mother had little feeling about her parents. | 
She had littlelove for her mother, but had some interest in 
her father of whom she had geen little, Gertrude, page sixty- 
four, after the death of her father lived with mother and 2 
step-father, There was little home life here, and the parents, 
though they were more or less conscious of the needs and were 
interested in the child, still did not do anything to answer 
the needs of the child, 
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attitudes shown toward the parents in their youth, when know, 


appear to influence their actions toward the children, In the 
case of Polly, page seventy-two, it appears that mother was 
worried about the girl's being involved in a sex delinquency 

at the age of fifteen, and refused to let the girl marry the man 
involved, She eerie had been involved in some difficulty in 


her youth which had been followed by a marriage that had turned 


out very unhappily for her, She seemed to see in her Pane Aa eee 
affair a repetition of her ow earlier situation. It was the | 
unhappiness that might come rather than the moral issue which 
bothered the mother, In the case of Thomasina, page one hundred 
and one, th mother had had considerable resentment toward her 


‘own parents and completely rejected her daughter, The child in | 


turn hated her mother and wished to have nothing to do with her, | 


In addition to the sex problem which occurred at times’ 


as a means of abtaining money or to satisfy normal desires, or 


| 
as a reaction to boredom and haftd work as in the case of Gladys, | 
page fifty-seven, who had worked as mother's helper and Sally, | 
page sixty, who had to take care of the two sons of a woman | 
living in the household with father, there were to be found othe: 
|problems among the children, including lying, truanting, ae 
away, stealing, unpopularity with contemporaries, Three of the sq 


girls became very discontented because of the responsibility 


of caring for the house and a family of brothers and sisters, 


Martha, page one hundred and eleven, a behavior problem, was | 


involved in lying, stealing, and sex delinquency; she had few 
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| 
standards in the home, and was in conflict over the parents’ 
separation which she refused to accept. Routine and discipline 
were practically unknown to her, Another came from a home with 
poor background, few standards and was involved in stealing for 
normal desires and to obtain status. 

A study of the results of treatment shows that four 
of these girls were left at home where further delinquencies 
later occurred, and two failed to make satisfactory adjustments | 
in placements. One girl, page one hundred and twenty-nine, was | 
unhappy at home, and in conflict over the home situation where 
she received inadequate supervision; as she was returned home 
to the same conditions her behavior did not improve, Another, 
page seventy-two, had few resources at home, felt unwanted, 
and was involved in further delinquencies from the home, It 
seems that since the home conditions remained the ssme when 


these children returnedhome, there was little opportunity for 


them to improve their standards of behavior. One girl, page 

one hundred and twenty-two, was placed in a home where she had 
to do housework; she ran away from here because the task of the 
housework had been one of her reasons for her resentment at 

her home, An illegitimate child, Ruth, page sixty-seven,, a 
behavior problem who had been in various homes with a back- | 


ground of immorality, stealing, dull mentality, inadequate 


supervision, but ran away again later, 


Pther girls seemed able to make more successful ad- 


standards, and little affection, was placed carefully, with | 
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justments . Gertrude, page sixty-four, 


vided with dequate recreation and seemed able to get along 


satisfactorily; conditions is the home were improved when work 


was done with the parents as well as with the child in arder 
bring about an adjustment. Others were placed with relatives 
in special schools, or with one parent in an improved environ 
ment, and apparently were able t get along satisfactorily. 


Blanch, vage one hundred ad twenty-eight, an unwanted child, 


was able to get along better at home and school when work was 


done with the parents so that they took more interest in the 
ehild, May, page forty-eight, who was involved in sex diffi- 


culties, truanting, and a behavior problem, was placed ina 


school although she had been considered a honveless case; in the 


school where there was a better environment, supervision, 
normal relationships, the girl was able to adjust, 


In reviewing the problems of these girls it seems 


that work needed to be done with the parents in order to work 


out better situations, and that the girls needed adequate 
adult relationships , affection, encouragement, suitable en- 
vironment to bring out the best in the individual, higher 
standards, interesting school programs, vocational training, 
guidance, and proper recreation. Each girl had a different 


combination of factors contributing to her situation and 


form of behavior, and needed individual treatment, for each one 


reacted as he understood and interpreted the situation, 
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not as a problem particularly, but in an effort to determine 


his musical talent, if any. Others were found Physically neg- 
lected, were involved in problems of stealing, school behavior, 
inability to get along with companions, truanting, and being 
disobedient, Alfred, page sixteen, had run away from several 
homes because he was unable to adjust to those in which he 

was placed. Mark, page forty, had been found doing some petty 
stealing, truanting, and was a school problem, His mother 

was more interested in the conditions of the home than in seein 
that the boys should have some fun, and father was a strict 
disciplinarian, anxious that the boys make good, Because he 
had had a hard time in his owm youth before coming to the Unite 
States, he was especially cager that his boys should make a suc 
ess of life. William, page ten, had come to his aunt's home 
from an environment of alcoholism, immorality, and insecurity, 
The aunt had little understanding of the boy and the best ways 
to dealing with andadloescent. Tom, page forty-three, came 
from similar home conditions, could not get a long with his 
contemporaries, and had received no moral training, He showed 
no emotional feeling, and had been subjected to very unstable 
living conditions, In the case of Frank, page one hundred and 
fifteen, there appears again a father who was very strict with 
his children , and who had himself had avvery hard time before 
coming to this country, He carried over his Old World ideas 
and attitudes into his relationship with his children, With 


| Ralph, page twenty-seven, the earlier experiences of the child, 


—_——————— ——— — eee eee OO 


| ~goen ret bho hig bear ot eee samen x08 ie 
|| ,tolveded fooddea ,aatlaeie to emoléor@ mk peter tiki 
| gated bre ,ant¢hestd jenotnsqitos’ Atiwignols tea. ena 
latevee mort Yaws mut bet ,neeixtie eneg wbe1rtla © Snetbedesth 
ext dotdw nt eaodt of teytbs ot oldeaw eaw or cousned senor | 
ystieq smoe xntob hmot need bed \yttot ehag: ieteu beosl@ tew "§ 
setson elt  meidotq Loodse s saw bas eattaaut s enktuete | j 
bnteee nt nant omort eft to emottibnos ent at bedeetetnt efom oow | 
\; tottte « sew textjet base nwt omoe eved binote eyod ed? tend | 


nee 


| 
| 


asf enuseo of © 008 ems a eyod erit ted? avo be age ae 


amon e'toum eit of smod bed net Sneq meh iiiw .ettl to eae | 
vitwoeent bas vtitetomnt ite t Lodoo ls to tnomnotivae on tania i 


evew teed edt baa yoo edd to gnibasterebsw eitttl bed toe ext | | 
| 


‘|| 


ems ,eordt-ytrot egeq \moT .tasgpsolbebns cttw yatineh of 
eid ditw anol s tem dom bilvoo ,ermottibaoo smod telkate mort) 


heworte eM .nuntotets Setom on bevieoet bed bas ,eettatoqmesne | 


oldetens yrov ot befoetdue need bad bas ,uatiss? Is rofvoms oul 


| 


| 
base berboun emo ensq ,Anett to easo eft ol jemolsibmoo ankvel | 


tiw jotute yrev esw odw tedtet 2£ mlage etasde@e eredt Seer eey 


etoted emt? bist y1terve bed tieemld bet ofWwbae , setbitido etd 
) 

| enebit blroW biO etd tervo belrtss oH” seidmoo eidd ot gabmoo i 
| 

| AtiW ,merbildo eid adiw qtdenottaien gid ofni eobuiivis bas | 


blinds off To eeonsizeaxs telitee eff ,nevee-yiJnews eged igs ef | 


SS 


his poor health, his atrong att achmenta to his mo 


mechanism to help carry him along. 


had not always been successful or permanent becau 


inability of the foster parents to keep the boy l 


| | sb ihex, seemed to | 
have been traumatic; the behavior developed was a protection 
The first placements of these boys in various homes 
| a se of the 
3 onger, In 
2 i O , immorality, 


the various homes appear conditions of alcoholism 


non-support, or wisatisfactory relationships because of the 


second marriage of one parent or a separation. I 
of cases there were inadequate parental or adult 


and very poor home conditions, 


n the majority 


In some cases there were emotional disturbances, 


nervous disorders, or mental handieaps which seem to have 


relationships 
affected the child. In the case of Mack, page seventeen, the 


mother was a mental case, father alcoholic; the 
poor environment and little training, Frank,page 
and fifteen, had a mother who had been diagnosed 


Ppra@cox and father was very strict in the home, 


under unwholesome conditions,gave evidences of developing a 
schizoid personality. Ralph, page twenty-seven, had a mother 


also who had been considered neurotic, on the verge of a 


Psychosis before her suicide, Again with Alln, 
eight, is a mother who was a psychotic personalit 


to be able to get along with supervision, 


| along much better, Alfred, _Page — sixteen, who had run who had 


page thirty- 


boy had a 
one hundred 
as dementia 


The boy, living 
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several foster homes finally became contented at his uncle's 


Dick,page eight, , a full orphan, had received little care 
with various relatives, but finally became happier with an 
aunt who ws interested in him, Ralph, page twenty-seven, 


needed to be placed where he could form normal relationships 


her death and his great concer about himself, “ack, vage 
seventeen, is another example of a boy growing up without 
parental care or discipline who made great improvement with an 


aunt, 


found without problems other than neglect, Harriet, page 
ninety-eight, was very inactive in the home and unwilling to 
do my work; another had been abandoned by her mother; still 
another had to be placed because of the death of the parents, 
In the other cases problems of bahavior ineluded 
stubbornness, lying, stealing, running away, and enuresis. 
Marjorie, page one hundren and five, resented not being able 
to have her friends at home, Another cause for antagonism was 
the conflict over the girl's desire to become a beautician md 
the parents' Old World ideas which made it difficult for them 
to accept this. Others hated school had little incentive or 
encouragement, or were interested in a particular trade which 
could not be followed because of the parents! objection, 


Gladys, page fifty-seven, left school because she couk not 


home where he may have felt that he really belonged to someone. 


because of his strong emotional attachment to his mother before 


Among the remaining seventeen children, only four were 
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| keep up in the work and keep her job as household assistant. 
Being dissatisfied with the home environment, she was anxious 
to get away. In the cease of Marta, page one hundred ad eleven, 
the lack of progress in school was due in part to a reading 

| difficulty, but she was aso very unhappy at home, Mildred, page 
ninety, was dissatisfied, and seemed to have little opportunity | 
to study at home, Grace, page eighty-three, from a home of 
constant quarreling had also done poorly in school, 

Four of these children felt insecure and lacked ade- 
quate family life because of their various removals from one 
home to another, TWleanor, page seventy-nine, a child of a force 
marriage had lived with her aunt, but was aware of the sordid 
stories of her background, Tom, page forty-three, was very 
unhappy with his grandmother, but responded quickly to affection) 
in a foster home, Many were u%happy at home because of inade- 
quate family relationships, immoral conditions, unhappy situatio 
too much responsibility, and too little recreation, 

The fact of the father's having a court record, the 
desertion and alcoholism of mother or father, or immorality in 
the family history contributed to the instability of the home, 
Thirteen of these girls were placed wway from home, 
Fewer than half were able to adjust; in some instances the 
outcome can not be determined at present, and in a few cases 

the girls definitely did not take advantage of the placement; 
Mildred, page ninety, for example, a child of a foreed marriage, 


with an alcoholic father and an epileptic mother was able to 
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do- better school w work and was 5 happier ~ in a different peeeamniee 


Marjorie, page one hundred and five, continued to find home 


unsatisfactory after her return there, and became involved in / 
further difficulties, Four of these were returned home where 
| 


conditions were improved or recreation provided, 


Most of these children were, to conclude, in court for) 


reasons including stubborn complaints made by parents or friends, 


neglect, running away, or sex delinquency, The children were 

of various nationalities, and from different kinds of home 
conditions as has been shown, The ages of these children range 
from thirteen to sixteen anddow to the age of three, with 
over half from thirteen to sixteen, The intelligence quotients. 
varied from ninety to one hundred and thirty. A great majority 


of children with undesirable habits and reactions, personality 


deviations, and delinquent trends are to a great degree the re- 
sults of the environment in which they were reared, In many | 
cases there was an inadequate understanding of the child by the 
parent and insufficient appreciation of the individual person- 
ality. | 
The principle factors involved in the neglect were a | 
lack of standards in the home, lack of discipline, lack of train 


ing in normal family life, lack of security, happiness, erate eke 


ion, supervision, encouragement and recreation, lack of satisiag -- 


ory adult relationships, lack of wmteresting school programs or| 
incentive to study in the home, lack of opportunity to develop 
individuality, There was a great need of developing happy re- 


lationships between the parents and children, reget tenet 
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training and guidance was needed in somecases, This would 
have helped those children who found themselves unadjusted in 
school and unable to get along satisfactorily, With some 
vocational guidance the children could have perhaps found 
some type of work in which they could be interested as well 
ag earn a -living. Those who were staying at home because 
they found school too difficult should have had some guidance 
and training in order to find satisfaction in some kind of 


work out of school, 
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Abbreviations used 


MSPCC-Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children 


OPW -Overseers of Public Welfare 
CHS-Church Home Society 
DOG-Division of Child Guardianship 
CAA-Children's Aid Association 
BCH-Boston City Hospital 


HDCC-Home for Destitute Catholic Children 


CWD-Child Welfare Department 
MGHeMassachusetts General Hospital 
CCB-Catholic Charitable Bureau 
JBGCeJudge Baker Guidance Center 
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BPH=Boston Psychopathic Hospital | 
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DPW-Department of Public Welfare | 
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